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PROV'D and ILLUSTRATED. 


Being intended as an Eflay towards explain- 
ing the Nature of the Chri/t7an Religion, 4 
and opening a Way for the more 1atis- 
taorily xn. or all Objections againſt it. 


by an impartial Friend to Truth. 


Behold his Soul, which is lifted up, 15 not upright in him; 
vut the Fuſt ſhall live by his Faith, _ Habak. 2. 4. 

ff thou ſhalt confeſs with thy Mouth the Lord Feſus, aid 
alt believe in thine Heart, that Grd hath raid him from 
the Dead, thou fhalt be faded. _ Rom. x09; -- -; 
 , Nevertheleſs; when the S$»n of Man cometh, fhall he find 
Faith on the Earth? Sos 38:8; 

That Day ſhall not come; except there come @ falling auwaj 
hr ft, and that Man of Sin be revead, the Son of Perdition. 
2 Thelly 2:4; 
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and Goodneſs, to ſee that Controverfres daily 
encreaſe, as well concerning the Truth of the 
Chriſtian Religion in general, as about the 


feoeral Points of Dofrine therein contain'd; 


to ſe that Chriſtianity is in a manner wholly 


ſwallowed up in the Multitude of Diſputes ; 


and that theſe Diſputes ſeldom conclude, fo 
much as one would wiſh, to the Satisfattion 
of unprejudic*d and impartial Fudges. Theſe 
RefletFions made me conclude, that either the 
Nature of the Chriſtian Religion, and of the 
Principles upon which it was at firſt eſta- 


bliſk'a, were not rightly under/t ood, or elſe 


not ſufficient attended to, This put me upon 


making an Enquiry into the general Nature 
of the DoQrine of Juſtification by Faith, 


which T ſoon found to be a Doftrine abſolutely 
eſſential to the Nature of true Religion. For 
what is true Religion but the Worſhip of the 


INTRODUCTION. 


T cannot but be Matter of the utmoj7Grief 
and Concern to all fencere Lovers of Truth 


EY 5 
having a due Senſe of being under a real, and v 
ot meerly a pretended Obligation of ſubmit- 


| ting to b1s Will and Authority? Nor is there 
any material Difference, I conceive, between 
| worſhipping a falſe God, and wor ſhipping 


no God at all, Bnt being {iill deftrous of at- 
_ taining to a further Knowledge of the Nature 
of the Chriſtian Religion in particnlar, I con- 
cluded there was m0 other Means of compaſſing 
my Defſron, than by enquiring mto the Na- 
ture of the Diſputes carried on between our 
Saviour and the Jews, and between St, Paul 
and the Jews, and the Fudaizing Chriſtians. Mt * 
This neceſſarily put me upon making an En- | 
 quiry into the Nature of the Law of Moles, 
into the Nature of the Enforcements Fd that 
i Law, into the Method of its Eſtabliſhment, 
b-- and into the Reaſon of enforcing it in the g1- 
ving a clear, and ſatisfaffory Anſwer to ali 


Objeftions, that in theſe Days are alledg'd 


2 _ ae; 22.4 rt BE #%="\« 2 EDD a oy 


6 againſt its 


a 


CONTENTS 
PART L 


| Crar, I. Of the zeneral Nature of the 
Do&trine of Juſtification by Faith. 


 Cyae. IT. Of the Promiſe made to Abra- 
ham, of the Covenant made with him, 
and of the End and Deſign of Circumci- 
fion, and other Divine Inititutions. | 


Cray II. Of the Opinions of the Pews 

 concerninig the Law, the Enforcements of 
it, and the Promiſe of the everlaſting 
Pofleflion of the Land of Canaan 


Crae, IV. Of the Obje&tions of the Zews 
againſt Zeſus's being the Meffrah, and of 
his Anſwers thereunto, 

| Cxae, V. Of the Few; ObjeCttions again! 
the DoCtrine of Juſtihcation by Faith, and 
of >t PauPs Anſwers to thoſe ObjeCtions. 
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of the general Nature of the DofFrine of 
F 4/7 ification by FArTn. 


at HERE is no Dodrine of 

& greater Importance, nor 
7 By which ſeems leſs underſtood, 
= * F than the Dottrine of Juſtifi 
I | -4 cation by OD, Ph Im- 
: * portance of this Dottrine 
Re Faffctently appears from 
pence, that it is impoſſible to eſtabliſh Re- 
l1gion apon any other Lo 1 For if ei- 
ther the Jewiſh, Chriſtian, or Moral Law, (cr 
Lay of Nature, as 3 is commonly call'd) be 


allow'd 
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allow'd to have any Force and Authority a; 8 
a Divine Law, then muſt all Men who arc 
Tranſgreffors of the Moral Law at leaft, o& 
Law of Nature, if judg'd according to th: i 


Law, be both at preſent under the Condem- 


nation of the Law, and be adjudg*d hereat- 
ter, if there be a future State, and our Beh:i- 
viour in the preſent Life has any Relation 
thereunto, to undergo the Penalty of the WM 
Law in that State. And ſince God, who is 
the Author of the Law of Nature, 1s aSearch- 


er of Hearts, it is manifeſt that we may 
tranſgreſs the Law, even the Law of Na. 


ture, by the internal As of the Mind, by 


our Thoughts, Deſires and Afetions, as 


well as by our outward Attions; or in other 


Words, that even theſe make a Part of, and 
are included in the Law of Nature. Upon 
thele Things, (in order to convince the Pha 
ritees and Sadqducees that they were aCtually 
Sinners, or Tranſgreflors of the Law,) ou: 
Saviour in his Preaching particularly infiſted. 
And it 1s very evident to the Light of Rea- 
fon, that all Wickednefs is ſeated in, and 


_ proceeds from the Heart, For from within 
out of the Heart of Men proceed evi! 
Thoughts, Adulteries, Fornications, Mur- 
ders, Thefts, Covetouſneſs, Wickedneſs, 


Deceit, Laſciviouſneſs, an evil Eye, Blaſ- 
phemy, Pride, Fooliſhneſs. All thelc 
Things procced irom the Heart, and are ma- 


nifeſt Violations of the Law of Nature. 
| 'The 


C3 1 


The making any Pretenſion then to abſo- 
lute Righteoulneſs, without abſolute Purity 
of Heart, is like pretending that a Diſh or 
Cupis entirely clean, meerly becaule the Out- 


{ide is ſo. If then all who arc Tranſgreſlors 


of a Law muſt be condemn'd, if judg'd ac- 


cording to the Terms of that Law whereof 


they are 'Tranſgreffors, and all Men are in 
Fatt Tranſgreſlors of the Law of Nature, and 
conſequently cannot be juſtified by it, unleſs 
we {uppoſe that the ſame Law can both julti- 
ty and condemn the ſame Perſon; then is it 
maniteſt that all Men as being Sinners, if 
they are to be finally judg*d according to 
the Law, muſt be abſolutely under the Curſe 


8 and Condemnation of it, and conlequently 


in the ſame Condition in which the lallen 
Spirits are ſuppoſed to be. For having once 
tranſgrefſed the Law, it we were to be ti- 
nally judg'd according to the Terms and Ri- 
zour of the Law, we ſhould be abſolutely 
incapable cf Pardon. And ſince no future 
Obedience, if this was really the Caſe, could 


redeem us from the eternal Curſe and Con- 


demnation of the Law, as being unable to 
make that to have been never done, which 
aftually was done, the Obſervance of the 
Law for the future would become unproh- 
table and vain; and conſequently the Force 
.nd Obligation of the Law, with reſpeC to 
all Mankind would be made yoid, 
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Ff then ſinful Man can be juſtified or ac- 
cepted of God, it muſt be through a volun- 


tary Pardon of Sins on God's Part; and on 
Condition of Faith and Repentance, and not 
on Condition of abſolute Obedience, on our 
Fart. And certainly, unleſs in Caſe of ab- 


ſolute Righteouſneſs, there is not the leaft 
Ground for imagining that any Work we can il 


perform, how much moral. Goodneſs ſoever 
it may have init, or how beneficial ſoever it 


may be either to ourſelves or other Men, 
fhoultinany wile be acceptable to God any 


farther than as it proceeds from a true Faith, 


For no farther is it an AC of Duty and Obe- 


dience. TItis impoſſible to worſhip and obey, 
and to be thanktul to the true God and Go- 
vernor of the World, any farther than we 


believe in him. 


Should we worſhip any other-Being of: a 
quite different CharaGter ſrom that of the true 

od, or ſhould we worſhip Zehovah under a 
Charatter entirely unſuitable to him, we 
could in no wiſe be ſaid to worſhip. the true 
God. For it 1s eyident. that in the firſt Caſe 
the Objett of our Worſhip would not be. the 


| true God, and that in the other. Caſe our 
Worſhip would in effett be no Worſhip, 


would not be giving due Honour to, bur 


dithonouring him whom we pretended to 


adore. Nor can we be any farther ſaid ei- 
ther to obey or honour God by our external! 
£1 | Works, 
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XZ Works, than fuch Works are real Expreffi- 
X ons of a due Senſe of God's Power, Wiſdom, 


XX Goodneſs, or Truth; and are real Acknow- 


WT ic{2ments of his haying a Soyereign Autho- 
WT ricy over us. A true. Faith therefore, as be- 
ing the only Principle of true Obedience, 
muſt be the immediate and primary Condi- 


W tion of our Acceptance with God, and Re- 


pentance and morally good Works can be no 
W otherwiſe the Condition of Acceptance with 
W God, than as they proceed from a true Faith. 


= But tho? no Man can be fo abſolutely 
W righteous, as that he may claim Acceptance 
W with God on Account of his own Rightcouſ- 
W nc{s; and ſince Remiſſion of Sins mult there- _ 
ſore be neceflary in order to our Acceptance; 
and tho* Remiſſion of Sins can't be other- 
wiſe obtain'd than on Condition of a true 
Faith, without which there can be no ſuch 
Repentance, or good Works as can in any. 
Wi f be acceptable to Almighty God, it be- 
ing impoſſible that any Obedience ſhould be 
paid to the true God without Faith in the 
true God; yet muſt good Works, according- 
ly as we have Opportunity, be the Reſult of 
our Faith. For great muſt be the Folly and 
Vanity of that Man, who ſhould boaſt of 
the Abundance of his Faith, and yet perform 
0 good Works whereby it might be ſhewn 
torth, Tho? then a juttifying Faith muſt, 
ii the Nature of the Thing, be antecedent- 
S | EN to 


7 


f to good Works, becauſe without the prece- | s | 
W ding of ſuch Faith, no external Works, tho' mn 


morally good, can be good or acceptable in 
the Sight of God; yet good Works muſt be WW 
looked on as a natural and genuine Conſc- W 
quence of a juſtifying Faith. But ſuch AQ: WW 
don't {tritly and properly juſtify, but only 
outwardly ary that Faith by which a 
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1 Man was before jultify'd. And indeed re- 
Wo  Tuling to perform outward AdQts of Virtue 
1 and (roodineſs, would be either a Denial of 
j the divine Authority, or of God's univerſal 


Providence, or elſe would be plainly aflert- 
ing him to be an Approver of Wickednels, 
it and would conſequently argue a non-juſtify- 
ing Faith. "The external morally good Act 
does not make Faith to be a juſtifying Faith, 
but is only an outward Evidence, Sign, or 
Expreſſion of its being ſuch; nor the exter- 
nal morally bad Aft make it to- be a' non- 
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i 3 puluiying Faith, but vn ſhews it to be 1o, 
Theie then are no abſurd Propoſitions, bur 


# great Truths, viz. That no Man can be 
| quſtity*d by any morally good Attions what- 
ſoever, how much moral Goodneſs ſoever 
thoſe Ations may be ſuppoſed to have in 
them : But yet thata Man may, in certain 


_ Circumſtances, be juſtifyed by a meer A& 


f of Faith, 

| +: T6 foregoing Obſeryations plainly evince, 

| Chat the Things contain'd in the Law of. 
SN Nature 


CT 4 . 
XZ Nature or moral Law are therefore com- 
XX manded, becauſe they have a natural Fitneſs, 
= 2s being morally good, or maniteltly con- 
ducive in their own Nature both to the private 
and publick Good and Happineſs oi Man- 
kind, to be made Exprefhons, or ontward 
Signs of our Faith in God, as a God that is 
good, and wills the Happinets of all Man- | 
kind, is King and Governor over all the 
Earth, and exerciſes an univerfal Providence | 
over it; but that they are then only good | 
and acceptable in the Sight of God, when 
they proceed from a true Faith in God, and. 
are performed out of a true Principle of Obe- 
dience and Submiffion to his Will, Much 
rather then muſt the Performance of poſitive 
Precepts be ſuppos'd to be then only good, 
when it proceeds from rhe ſame Principle. 
And this points out to us the true Uſe of 
politive Precepts, which is, che keeping Per- 
{ons ſRedfaſt in the true Faith. [This one 
| Confideration may account tor all the poſj- 
tive Precepts contain'd either in the Chriſtian. 
Law, or He Law of Moſes. And hence we: id 
may learn the immediate and principal End i 
of 4 Reyelation, which 1s the begetting and 
keeping up a true Faith in the Revealer; 
| and allo the End of all the Promiſes con- 
tain'd therein, which are primarily ſo many 
Motives to believe in the Maker of the Pro- 
miles, as the true God, and as a God of Truth, 
or a God that will aQually fulfill all his 
| |  Promiles; 
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Promiſes; and are ſecondarily Motives to 
obey him in conſequence of ſuch a Belief. 
{ {| The immediate End, 1 fay, of a divine Re- 
velation, is not the Enforcement of the moral 
Law, but the begetting a true Faith; and 
the PraQtice of the moral Law is no other i 
wiſe intended to be enforc'd thereby, than 
In conſequence of ſuch Faith. The original 
Author therefore of the Revelation mult be 
} | preſum'd to be pointed out, and made known 
8 to us, in an eſpecial manner, by ſuch Re- 

| Yelanon, Ee ok 


We ſee then, in Part at leaſt, the End and 
"Uſe of a divine Revelation, and that the 
Knowledge of the Law of Nature, as attain- 
| able by the Light of Reaſon, can be no fur- 
þ ther ſerviceable to ns with Reſpett to our 
} | Acceptance with God, than that Law is con- 
fl fider'd by us as the Will of the truz God, 

and is pra&tis'd in Obcedicnce to his Will. 
Nor is there any Reaſon for doubting bur that 
the Heathen, had they rightly us'd the Facul- 
tics that were given to them, might fo far at 
Tleaft have known the trae God, as that he 
was a God of boundleſs Power and abſolute 
Authority, as well as of perfe& Purity and 

Holineſs; that he was King and Goyernor 
_ over all the Earth, and exercis'd an univerſal 
Providence over it. Nor can it be ſappos'd, 
that they were iricapable of diſcovering and 
lincerely praftifing the Law 7 NON A 
tyine 


© 
Cs py} I RIES 
_ | a——_ 


ED ads 5 - de o 
4 GT Ent ot OR - 


e Ir IE 1 deg ab te a7 i A. ; JENS, 


4 E FI 

Fjvine Law, and in Obedience to the divine 
2X1. But then, they had leſs Motives to a 
ric Belief, than the Few: had, as not being 
RP artakers of divine Promiſes made to Abra- 
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3 7: in that eſpecial Manner, in which the 


IF ws were Partakers ofth:m, Nor was the 
D.:w of Nature confirm'd as a Divine Law in 
38 extraordinary a Manner, nor the divine 
Power and Majeſty ſo wonderfully mani- 
WJcfted among the Gentiles as among the 
F/cws; nor was the Nature of the true God 
Yo clearly pointed out to them, But yet 
$CGod left not himſelt without Witneſs, in that 
e did Good and gave them Rain from Hea- 
en, and fruittul Seafons, filling their Hearts 


: vith Food and Gladnefſs. And the Law of 


FA 
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W\ ature, fo far as it was known, was certainly 
Ws much a Law with refpett to the Gentz/es 
Ws with reſpett to the ZFews. And accord- 
Wogly we hind, that the Genzz/es, as well as 
Wc Zews, were under the Curle and Con- 
Wicmnation of the Zewi/p Law, or ſubjet 
o the Penalty of temporal Death. But 

here there is no Law, there 15 no Tranſ- 
yrefſion 3 nor conſequently any Puniſhment 

Wn Account of any previous Traſgreffion, nor 
s there any Reaſon to imagine, but that the 

entitles, were, in effeft, under the ſame_ 
erms with the Zews, with refpedt to a tu- 
ure State; the Happincis of which 1s not to 
de fought after, nor poſſibly can be obtain'd 
:5vugh the Righteouſneſs of the Law, or 
ioatony - pits through 
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through an exaCt and perfe&t Obfervance of 
the whale Law; but through the Righte- 
ouſneſs of God which is of Faith, or through 
| the free Pardon and Remiflion of Sins on 
Condition of a true Faith, without which 
there can be neither Obedience, nor Thank- 
fulneſs; and of paying a ſincere, not perfe&t 
Obedience to the Law, in Conſequence of i 
{ſuch Faith. The Gentiles then were no more i 
excluded from a Capacity of attaining to 
FTuſtification and Salvation than the Fews 
were, tho? not Partakers of a divine Revela- 
tion in the fame manner with the Fews. Nor 
is it any improbable ConjeQure, that ſuch 
an extraordinary Revelation was therefor: 
denied to the Gentiles, becauſe they would BE 
not believe; and becauſe ſuch a Revelation 
would of Conſequence have been of no Ser- 
vice to them. And indeed it js evident that 
they in no wife acknowledg'd the true God, 
fo fr, as either they might, or aQtually did 
| already know him. It may be obſery'd like- 
wiſe, that the Poſterity of />raham conti- 
nued in Zygypt for a very conſiderable Num- 
ber of Years, during which Time, it can- 
not be ſuppos'd, but ; a conſiderable Num- 
ber of them were open Profeflors of their Be- 
lief in the God of 4Þrabam, and of their De- 
endance upon him with reſpe&t to the ful- 
Rllin the Promiſe made to Abraham, And 
the Power of the true God and Governor of 
the World, and his Truth with reſpe& to 
a fulfilling 
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falklling his Promiſes, were vihbly mani- 
= feſted by the Miracles wrought by Me/es in 
= Egypt, and by the fulfilling in ach an ex- 
BW traordinary Manner the Promiſe made to 
= .{rabam of bringing the Children of 1/rae! 
= out of the Land of Ag ypt, and ot giving 
=Z them Poſſeſſion of the Land of Canaan. But 
= the Agyptians were fo far from being in- 
WW qduc'd hereby to acknowledge and worſhip 


the true Gad, that they probably took Oc-. 


= cafion from thence, if not of falling into, yet 
= at leaſt of confirming themſelves in a grof- 
2 {cr kind of Idolatry, than was prattis'd by 
WW any other Part of e heathen World. Bur 


if we conſider the Nature of the Religion and 


Morality of the Genti/cs, we cannot doubt 
but there was made in this Caſe a mighty 


Pretence. to JEmes, in the higheſt Degree 


the Love of Virtue, and the public Good; 
and that they gloried in their being willing, 
to this End, not only to deity ſuch of their 
dead Rings, as were in a peculiar Manner 
BenefaQtors to the Publick, but even ſuch 
| brute Creatures as were feryiceable to the 

Pe Good. Hence alſo the Worſhip of 

[mages was introduc'd among moſt Nations, 
that Men might ſtand in greater Awe of the 
Gods, conſequently be more efte&tually de- 
terr'd from Wickedneſs, as having the Gods 
more immediately preſent before their Eyes. 
And we may reaſonably conclude that it was 
argued, ſince the Cauſe of Virtue is thus ef- 
T whe feQuually 
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Diſguiſe. 


Light of Reafon. The Heathen then kney 


yet would not worſhip the true God, noi 


O54 > 


Worſtup ſo vs es contributes to the keep- 
ing up a due © : 


mighty Pretenſions of the Gentiles to pro- WM 


CT 7 
feftually promoted, where is the Neceflity 
of worthipping the God of 1/rae!? Wha: 
Hurt can there be in the Worſhip of Idols, 
or of dead Kings, or of Oxen, if this fort of Wl 


ſervance of the moral Law, 
the Obſervance whereof, if there be a God, 
can't but be pleaſing and acceptable unto 
him? And how are the Jſraelites better chan Ml 

other Men? Th? jame might be ſaid with Bl 
reſpe& to the Worſhip of any hurtful Ani- 
mal, to the Fury of which, unleſs in Ca': MW 

of living virtuouſly, Men ſhould be ſuppos'd 
to be liable. But notwithſtanding theſe 
mote publick Spiritedneis and the Love of 
Virtue, it is evident that their Religion was 
in Fact, nothing elſe but meer Atheiſm in Ml 


$38 
24% 
"35> 


It may be granted then without the lea!! 
Service to the Caule of modern Infidels, that 
the Law of Nature is diſcoverable by thc 


there was a God, and that the Law of Nu 
ture was his Will, or a divine Law; but 


acknowledge his Authority, nor in any 
wiſe be thankful unto him: They would by 
no means look upon themlelyes accountabl: 
ro the ſupreme Governor of the World for 
their Behaviour, nor conſequently pay any 

Obedience 


2X obcdience to the Law of Nature as a divine 
XX Law; but yet ſeeing that Peace and Order 
& inong Men could not be kept up, nor ei- 
= cher the publick Good or private Happineſs 

W bc cftcQually promoted without ſome Kind 
= of Obſervance of the moral Law, they 
WE therefore profeſs'd themſelves to be Obſervers 


EZ 1nd Excellency, or meerly out of Greatneſs 
BT of Soul and Generofity of Temper, or out 
BT of meer Love to their Country; and indeed 
W out of any other Principle that they might 
break through, as they thought tit, withour 
the leatt Conſideration of their being ac- 


W Ihe Authority of fuch a Governor they 
WW would by no Means acknowledge, as ef- 
: .cemiogfoch Acknowledgment notaltogether 
WJ preſent Life, and as thinking that the Cauſe 
W of Virtue, and the publick Good, might be 
ctefnally promoted withour it. 


And it is evident that the Gentiles knew, 
that the Gods they worſhipp'd were by Nature 
no Gods. For it was cuſtomary among the 
Romans to expole their Gods, in the moſt 
ſcurrilous Manner, in Plays afted upon the 
publick Stage. Nor did the ancient Writings 


Places where their Gods were born, livy'd, 
and left many Marks of their Frailty and 
EE Mortality ; 


of it, on Account of its intrinfick Worth 


countable to a oy and omnipotent God. 


conſiſtent with the private Happinels of the 


of the Heathen only give an Account of the | 
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Mortality; but even ſhew'd where wer: i 


the Tombs of thoſe whom they call'd Gods, i 
Martial, a Heathen Epigrammatiſt, very Wl 
frankly confeſſes, that *tis the Worſhippe: WW: 
that makes the God. 2yis enim non timea!, i; 
 Taysthe Epicureanin Tully, omniaprovidenten 
& cogitantem, & animadvertentem, © omnia ai 
fe pertinere put antem, curioſum & plenum 1. 
goti: Deum®? Who would not be downright 
afraid of a God that ſhould exerciſe an uni- 
verial Providence, and be ſo prying and Be 
buſy as to be always taking Notice of, and 
loo ing into every TranſaCtion of Life, as if MW? 
y Thing that was done was a Matter of by 


ever ; 
immediate Concern to himſelf? But the if 
Stoicks, 1n Oppoſition to the Epicureans, WW 
pretended to maintain the DoQrine of a Pro- 
vidence : But this can be look'd upon as no- 
thing but a Pretence ; for they ablurdly and 
impioutfly attributed this Providence to the 


Works of the Creation, and in no wile to 


the true God and Creator of the World 
There was in ſome Sort then a two-fold Re- 
ligion among the Heathen, The one may 
be term'd the Religion of the Philoſophers, 
The other the Ralwicn of the State ; The 
End of the Religion of the Philoſophers 
was private Happineſs, or the Peace and 
Tranquility of every one's own Mind : Bui 
the End of the.State Religion, was the Pro- 
motion of the publick Good. Hence it came 
hes. £0 


E259 7 


{Ro paſs, that feyeral Vices were tolerated and 
B&ycn encourag'd by the State Religion, in 
ch Caſes wherein ſuch Indulgence might 
J:m to promote the png Peace and 
87 ranquillity, or the publick Good, which 
cre condemn'd at leaft by the greateſt Parr 
Df the Philoſophers. Burt in this Particular, 
ESoth were agreed, that moral Virtue, as 
Wiich, muſt be good and acceptable in the 
Wight of God, and therefore both endeavour- 
Wed to promote the Prattice of moral Virtue, 

W 1 fach a Manner, as ſeem'd mott ſuitable to 
hc reſpettive Ends and Purpoſes propoſed 
by them ; not concerning themſelves about 
Wh: true Obje&t of their Worſhip, nor endea- 
vouring to promote the Knowledge and 
WV orſhip of the true God, and Governor of 
Wh: World. Nor indeed, were they in any 
vi willing to think themſelyes under the 
Wrmediate lnſpetion and Government of a 
Wholy and omnipotent God. This Promotion 
Wof the Praftice of moral Virtue by human 
WContrivances, without Reſpeft ro a true 
Faith, is that Wiſdom of the World, and 
vain Philoſophy, which the Apoſtle o 
much condemns. It is no Wonder then, 
lince in ſo many Ages the World by Wiſ- 
dom knew not God, that it ſhould pleaſe 
God by the Fooliſhneſs of Preaching to ſave 
them that believe. es, 
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From hence, I conceive, it may bu Rev, 
5 that 


C..36. | 


that the Command given to Abraham of i: 
crificing his Son, was in no wiſe unreaſon- 


able or abſurd. For tho” in Caſe of being 


guided by the meer Light of Nature, we 
gt naturally ſuppoſe thoſe Things to be 


molt agreeable to the Will of God, as art 
moſt conducive both to our own and the == 


lick Good, and might be reaſonably induc'd 
thereby to praCtice them 1n Obedience to the 
divine Will, which could be always the on- 
Iy Way of expreſſing our Faith in God, as 


' 2 good Governor that wills the Happinels of 


all Mankind, and of duly acknowledging 
his Authority over us; yet ſince any Afton 


' 18 good in the Sight of God, which is a real 


Exprefſion of a true Faith in him, and is a 
real A@ of Obedience to his Will, we have 
no Reaſon to be ſurpris'd, if in Caſe of any 
ipecial Command given of God, it ſhould 
be of ſuch a Nature, as that a Compliance 
with it would be highly expreffive of ſuch 
Faith, and Readineſs to obey the divine 
Will. For the more Exprefhve it 1s of ſuch 
Faith, and Readineſs to obey the divine 
Will in conſequence of ſuch Faith, the more 
good and acceptable mult it be in the Sight 
of God. If we conſider the Caſe of 4bra- 
kam's oftering up his Son {aac in this View, 
what Command could be more wile and ra- 
tional? What AQion could be more ex- 
preſſive of Abraham's Faith and Readineſs to 
obey the diyine Will? or, What Comms 

| could. 


UC 1] 


WEnproving 4brabam's Faith ? What could 
$&-ivc God a greater Occaſion of accepting and 
=i:fing him? And can it be call'd Reaſon- 
WS, and not rather the utmoſt Inſolence and 
EÞ:cfumption to diſpute whether God, who 
WS: the Creator of all Things, and the Giver 
Sf Life, and can therefore take it away. by 


BF: had Authority to lay ſuch a Command 


WS c:onably comply with ſuch a Command? 
But Abraham tid not in the leaft call in 
Wc uiciion the Authority of the Commander, 
Wor did he in the leaſt doubt, but God would 
W-Ctually fulhll his Promiſe made to him, 
We hat in him, and in his Seed, all Families 
Wt the Earth ſhould be blefſed. Being thus 
Wrong in the Faith of the true God, as a 
od of infinite Power and ſovereign Avtho- 
W'ity, as the Creator of the World; and as 
Wc abſolute Diſpoſer,..in Conſequence there- 
Wot, of the Lives of all Creatures, and as per- 
{c& in Goodneſs, Wiſdom, and Truth, be 
refus'd not to offer up his only Son pon the 
tar, concerning whom it was fai 

/aac ſhall thy Seed be calPd, accounting 
that God was able to raiſe him from the 
Jead, and hoping, perhaps, that his Re- 


bringing about the promis'd Blefling. 
D | There 


KFcould tend more to the ſtrengthening and 


$1 Hands, and by what Means he thinks 


pon 4braham, or whether Abraham could 


id, in | 


UurreQtion to Life, would be. a Means of 


+ 
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Tſo 'often,promiſed that inhis ee al 5 ie Fl 


Sins, and Juſtification through Faith. Bu 


ter. of Abraham's offering his Son upon 


mated, that this Bleſſing ſhould conferr'd 
on Mankind through the Sacrifice, or -Death 


_ cerning whom, 'it was before declar'd, tha 


through'the Son of God's giving himſelf up 


| 8 | 


- There was b farther Reaſony as Mr. /c- i 


* 
d [ 


burten has obſery'd, of commanding; Abrahan | 
\ Yr His Son. For it, 15 very natural 
ro ſuppoſerthar braham, after havinig becnMl 


milies of the Earth ſhould be blelſed, woullMi 
be very deſizous of knowing how this Bl-[-W 
ling, by Means;of the promis'd Seed, ſhoul1 
be conferr'd on Mankind. And God's <:-W& 
tering into a ſolemn Covenant with 46-18 
ham, immediately after his having decla:18 
that he accepted him as a righteous Perſon 
through Faith, was a plain Intimation tha: 
the promis'd Blefſing was a free Pardon oi 


there was yet: Room for a further En 
Quiry, how this Pardon of - Sins, -ar/MY”: 
TaltCation. on Condition 'of Faith, ſhoulillf 

be obtain'd by his Seed? This QueſtiosM 
ſeems plainly to be anſwer'd, inthe Mat 


» 


the Altar, For hereby ir was; plainly in 


and RefurreQtion of the promis'd ears Ccon- 
he ſhould he not. only the Seed of {brahon 


- 


but that he'was.alſo the Son of God; or 


as a Sacrifice for the Redemption of Man: 
kind, in Compliance with the WiH of hi 
107 __ Fatk& 


7 * 0, 
EF :cher, even 2s {/aac ſubmitted to be ofter'd 
A: 2s 2 Sacrifice, in Compliance with the 
ill of bis Father. But the Angel of the 
Wo: d calling unto him out of Heaven, eyers 
Sc mc Pcrion that commanded him to of- 
Wc: up bis Son, forbad him to offer up this 
Hecrifice, laying, Lay not thine Hang upon 
=: Lad, neither do thou any Thing wito him - 
Fr now I brow that Fog four of 12P2 Co 


2; thou haſt not with-he £ 


ot with-held thy Son, thy only 
=: /rom me. And Abraham, lifted up, his 
WE 75 and looked, and behold, behind'him 
W-: Ram caught in a Thicket by bis Horns : 
Wd {ram went and took the Ram, and 
Woftcred him up for 2 Burnt-Offering in the 
WS:cad of his Son, as not doubtipg but that it 
Was unexpettedly offer'd to his View for that 
W > urpoſe. Now we may obſerve from the 
Law of Moſes, that a Ram was an Offering 
of Atonement for Sins. And it is mare than 


W of in the fame Meaning and Signification in 


, og 1 


in common Uſe before the Time of Moſes, 
provided they were of good and ufeful Mean- 
ing and Signification, were Pte into the 


ably fuppole, that many Thi ngs that were 


Law of Moſes, notwithſtanding their being 
liable to be abus'd. For. indeed, nothing 
can be devis'd, but what is table to be abus'd. 
Hereby then was plainly ſignified, that 1/aac 
was not the Perſon whom God would accept 


D 2 - BY 


probable, that ſuch Sacrifice was made uſe 


the Time of Abrahgm: " For we may realqn- , 
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by Way of Sacrifice ; but yet that a Perſon of 
| his Seed, repreſented by the Ram offter'd up 

inſtead of Trans which Ram was very unex- 
edly offer'd to Abraham's View, ſhould 

be offer'd up by Way of Atonement for the WW 
Sins of the whole World. And that Abri- Rx 
bam thus underſtood it, ſeems very probable 
from his calling the Place Zehovah-Firch, 

- meaning hereby, that he percery'd that the i 
Sacrifice of his Son Iſaac was not. acceptabl: BY: 
to the Lord; but that the Lord would pro- Bk 

' vide a Sacrifice from among his Seed, that BW 
ſhould be acceptable ks bit. And this BW 
clearly ſhews in what Manner, more eipeci- 
ally, the Command given to Abraham of 
offering up his Son, was a Means of im- 


i proving and yt 13m his Faith. Be- 
== ides, as God's forbidding Abraham to offer 
it up his Son, ſhew'd his Non-approbation ir: 


general of human Sacrifices, ſo his fo highly 
applauding Abraham's Obedience, in an 
"i Affair as repugnant to all the Rules of Mo- 
rality as can well be conceiy*d, plainly point- 
ed out this important Truth both to Abra- 

ham, and to all ſucceeding Generations, w1z. 
_ that not meer Morality, but that Faith and 
Obedience are the 'Things that are truly 

pleaſing and acceptable in the Sight of God. 
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OF the Promiſe made to Abraham; Of the 
== Covenant made with him ; and of the End 


_ /ituton. 

| HE Promiſe made to Avraham was 
repeated ſeveral Times, and is ac- 
E  cordingly ſeveral Times related. 
But lince it may b 

| WB fect, fill one and the ſame, I conclude 

What where it ſeems imperfett in a following 

Wy clation, there muſt be underſtood whatſo- 


Wc Whole we may obſerve, that therein 
Wc contain'd the following Particulars. 


3 Fir/t, A Bleſſing promis'd to 4>rabamn. 
: Secondly, A Bleſting promis'd to his See 4 


pc cxcecding numerous. 

= #ourthbly, That the Land of Canaan ſhould 

W© given to his Seed for an everlaſting Poſ- 
cihon, 


amulies of the Earth ſhould be blefled. 
Nor was this Promiſe only repeated ſeve- 


nd by a moſt folemn Contraft. Of this 
Contract 


andDefign of Circumcifion; and other divine 


e tairly ſuppos'd to be, in. 


| ww 


WE vcr was expreſs'd in a former one, Upon. 


Thirdly, A Promiſe that his Seed ſhould 


Latly, That in his Seed all Nations and 


Wi! Times, but was a!ſo confirm'd by an Oath, 
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Contraft or Covenant we have the following 
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and ſaid, Far net Abrabam : F am thy Shiz/!, 


_ Oulnels.,. 
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Account: Not long after Abraham's remark: 


of the K; os Sogam, after havin recover'! li 
and br Co back £07, and all his Goods, Bl 
and all the Goods of Sodom and. Gomorra', il 
and the Women alſo, and the People, afic: 
his Return from the Slaughter of Chedar/:- Wl 

omer, and the Kings that were with him; 
the Lord came unto. fFraham in a Viſton, | 


and thy exceeding ' pan Reward. This wa: il 

ſaying in Effect, Þ am thy Proteftor in Ba' WW: 
tle, and in all Dangers, Ta wil exceeding, 0: 
ly reward thee. Rnd Abraham ſaid, Lo; 
& what wilt thou give me, ſeeing I 18 

childleſs, and the Steward of my Houſe ts tf 75 thi: 
Ehezer of Damaſcus? And .4brahan tai, Wl 
Behold to me thou haſt given no Seed : 4nd i", 
one born in mine Houſe is mine Heir, £4 
the Word of the Lord came unto him, ſz 
ing, This ſhall not be thine Heir, And bi 
brought him forth and ſaid, £ookt now + 
ward Heaven, and tell the Stars if thou 5:8 
dble to Number them : And he ſaid unto him, 
So ſhall thy Seed be. And he beliey'd in the 
Lord, and he counted it $9 Rang ad Righte 


- Now it ſeems probable, that Abraham had 
conceiv'd ſome ti; gh Notions of the Mex! 


of his extraordinary Genetolirys Umaggn!ng 
thai 


"1 


W.:-4t on that Account, more'efpecialby, fe 
Would be highly acceprablc to God. But 
WE: order to corrett this'Errov, .he!is:told in 
W-48,-that it was not oh Accoaut of any 
Merit of his own, nor on Acconont of his 
own Works that he was accepted of 'God, 
Wc Account of his Faith; anttis inform'd, 
WS: Order to the more effeftually convincing = 
in of this Truch, of his being accepred us 
= rizhteous Perſon for believing God, ma 
C11: wherein there was nothing/morethban@ 
Wc Aft of Faith. 'For mdeed [no morally 
Wood Attion, 'meerly as ſuch) /18 in-any wite 
W:cccptable in the Sight of God ; but *ris only 
= rc Faith that can juſtify, from whence, 
gn Caſe of Acceptance with God, inch Afti- 
Won muſt be fuppos'd to proceed. = 


= After this Abraham deſires God to give 
Shin ſome further Evidence and - Aﬀeirance, 
whereby he might be more fatty ſatisfy*d, 
hat God would aQually fulfill the Promiſes 
Winade to him. And+God ſaid unto him, 
Take 'me an Heifer 'of three Tears old, 'and 
& She-Goat "of three:Years old, and a Ram 
of three Tears 'old, or -atcording to the Chal- 


apainſt "another j "but the Birds divided: he 
avt, 'In-ofder to underſtand/this,cit mult be 
oblery'd, 


_ — 4 ba 
mp gens ad. ene 
1 Sees Tome ime noe » 


_ — 
FF: => 


prog wo” —. D— _ _ 
- S—_ p 
- - 4 6 - 
DD CC TIT H—" 
”"R CS. wth; any pats 


W 
'" 
; 
: 
+ 
$..: 
s 
" 
F 
fs 
I 
| 
" 
. 


cording to the moſt ſolemn Form of entring 


C44] 


obſery'd, that it was uſual, at that Time, 


in making ſolemn ContraQts, to divide » 

Beaſt in two, and for the Parties contraCQtin; Mm. 
np & ©, 

to paſs between the Parts of it. And accor- WW: 

dingly we find, that Abraham knew imme. 

diately for what End and Purpoſe he wa: i 


order'd to take ſuch Beaſts; and therefor: Wl 


when the Birds came down upon the C::- 
_ Cales, he drove them away, as being unwi]- IC 
| ling that the making ſuch Covenant ſhould Ml 
by any Means be prevented. But the Bird: WW 
divided he not, as being the uſual Purificati- WW 


on-Ofterings of Women, and repreſenting WW 
only what was contraQted for. To this 1o- Wl 
lemn Form of entring into Contrafts, Zer:- il 
mah alludes, when he ſays, 4nd I will pi: if 
the Men that have tranſgreſſed my Covenait, i 


which have not perform d the Words of th: 
Covenant which they had made before me, when i 


they cut the Calf in twain, and paſs'd between if 
the Parts thereof, the Princes of Judah, a1 if 
all the People of the Land which paſs'd between 
the Parts of the Calf, I will even give thin 
mnto the Hand of their Enemies. Agreeablc 
to this Form of entering into Covenants wc 
are told, that when the Sun went down and 
It was dark, there appear'd a {moaking Fur- 


mace, and a burning Lamp that palsd bc- 
tween thoſe Pieces. Thus God, whoſe uſual 


Appearance was in the Form of Fire, palſs'd 
in a viible Manner between the Pieces, ac- 


1nt0 


|; T 25 } 

WWinto Covenant. In that fame Day, fays 
7/:, the Lord made a Covenant with 
ram, ſaying, Unto thy Seed have Þ[ g1- 
8-2 this Land, from the River of Agypt un- 
. Bo the great River, the River Euphrates. 


5 ap as wi 


== It will ſeem no improbable Conjefture, if 
. WC ircumſtances be duly confider'd, that the 

Command of taking three Kinds of Beaſts, 
nd three of each Kind, was in Alluſion to 
WT hc Trinity of Perſons in the Godhead, and 
Wa: intended more diſtin&tly to point out 
= 2: God who was about to enter into Cove- 
ant with Zbrabam, who was the Creator 
=! the World, FZehovab Elohim, This Way 
gt cxprefiing Things by Signs, in order to 
hc begetting and keeping up, and to the ſhew- 
W's forth a true Faith, is in many Caſes 
Wv'cry expedient, and has been us'd in all 
2s of the World. Thus was it command- 
Fd that ſeven Prieſts, bearing ſeven Trum- 
pt before the Ark of the Lord, ſhould 
W-ompais the City of Fericho, once a Day, 
Wor the Space of {ix Days, blowing with the 
rumpets, and that on the ſeventh Day they 


id Wbould compaſs the City ſeven Times. For 
:- Wis was manifeſtly proclaiming his Power, 
C- 


rho had ſanRify'd the ſeventh Day, becauſe 
n 1t he had a be from the Works of the 
-reation; and the falling down of the Walls 


c- WTF 2=reof upon the ſhouting of the People on 
is © ſeventh Day, was a plain Eyide-ce of 
t0 es 


_ vant of Elijah, when his Maſter was pray- 


Fwy 


is Power, and conſequently an. ele@tual i 
Means of confirming their Belief in him'a: 


Creator and Governor of the World, who i 
had ſanRify'd the Sabbath. Thus Naame: lil 


alſo is commanded by the Prophet to waſh 
in Zordan ſeven times; Elijah is faid to have il 


ftretch'd himſclf upon the Child, whom i:: 
reſtor'd to Life, three times; and the Ser- 


ing to God for Rain, is order'd to go up, 
and look toward the Sea ſeven times. Such 
as don'ta pprove of the Reaſon given in theic 
ſeveral Cates, may be pleas'd to conſider the WW 
Abſurdity of ſuppoling that a reaſonable Wl 


Man, much more that a God of infinite WW 
Wiſdom, ſhould command a certain Num- il 


ber to be ſo particularly obſerv'd, or mani- WF 
feſtly approve of ſuch Obſervance, without 
any Reaton ſor ſo doing; and the unreaſon- Wi 
ableneſs of denying that it. was done for ſuch 
Endand Pubpols, elpecially if weconfider the 
Excellence of that End and Purpoſe, to an- if 
ſwer which it was 1o peculiarly x wo? The 
Obſeryance of any particular Number in ſuch 
Caſes at leaft where there was no divine 
Command for ſo doing, could certainly be 
no otherwiſe pleafing ro God, than as it was 
- a6, Sign and Expreition of a truc 
aith, Fs om 


| Butas for the Fewi/h Sabbath; or ſeventh 
Day, it was not only ſan&ify'd, becaulc 
mes - ol 


\ 


bk BK 
> it God reſted from all his Works 
: hich he had created and made; but Gad 
cms to have perform'd the Wark of 
ST cation in no leſs than ſix Days, whereas 
=; the Works of the Creation might, had 
. Si: fo pleagd God, have been finiſh'd in 
© MS&:e, for this End and: Purpoſe, that every 
ES venth Day might have a natural Fitneis 
Wor being ſet apart to the Honour and Wor- 
=: of Almighty God; or that the Conſe- 
BB-:ition of the ſeventh Day of the Week to 
gc more pubſick and ſolemn Worſhip of 
. &-o, (2 previous Revelation being luppos'd, 
. &-ichout which it could not have been known 
it God had perform'd the Work of Crea- 
. $03 in no leſs: than fix Days,) might the 


o:::quently as the ſovereign Ruler of the 
= orld,. to the End that by paying a' due 
Wo bcdience and Thankſulne(s to' the true 
W-oJ in conſequence of fuch Faith, Men 
W2ht be accepted of him, and rewarded 
1th Life eternal. Hence our Saviour lays, 


lan for the Sabbath. To which he adds, 
Eretore the Son of Man is Lord alſo of the- 
abbath, For-the Sabbath being conſecra- 
d tothe Honour and Service of the true. 


Wreſcrve them in the true Faith, therefore 
ur 2ayiour'Chriſt,: as being in Union with 
L'2- the 


orc efiettually;, ſerve to the keeping up in 
cn a Faith in God: as the Creator, and 


e Sabbath was made for Man, and not, 


Sod for the Benefit of Men, or in order to, 


. # on k - 
- —rory ne hear omen - 
- b Eons ; ECD 
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the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, the tr: 


God and Governor of the World ; as corn. i 
ing into the World for the Benefit of Men, BW 
or in order to purchaſe the Redemption of le 
| Mankind by his Death; and as having Powe: 
to raiſe himſelf from the Grave, and thi.; 
to compleat the Work of the Redemption BW 


on ſome Day different from the old Sabbath; 


had Power of Conſequence not only to rc- 
Teaſe Men from ſo ſtrift and rigorous Oblcr. BW 
vance of it as the Phariſees required, but WW 
entirely to aboliſh it. And indeed, if the 
Good of Men requir'd it, it might be previ- 
ouſly ſuppos'd that he would attually do 1c. WW: 
But the keeping up a true Faith is no leis WW 
for the Benefit of Man ſince the Redemption WW 


than it was before, and conſequently it i: 


no leſs neceflary ſince the Redemption thin WWF 
it was before, that a certain Day ſhould bp 
peculiarly ſet apart for that End and Pur- 

poſe. And as betore the Redemption the pe- BW: 


culiar and ſolemn Obſervance of the ſeventh Ml 
Day of the Week, had a natural Fitnefs toi 
keep up a Faith in God, as the Creator 
of the World, on Account of God's reſting 
irom the Work of the Creation on that Day ; 
ſo {ince the Redemption, the Obſeryance of 
the firſt Day of the Week has a natural Fit: 
neſs to keep up a Faith in God, as the Re- 
deemer of Mankind through the Death of 
his Son, on Account of the Son of God's reſting 
on that Day trom the Work of the Redemp- 
tion; 


(wy ] 


Sion; and conſequently to be made a Day of 
&&c.:dcring our molt ſolemn and hearty Praiſe 
EZ 4 Thankſgiving unto him, who volunta- 


b FE | 

{ &'i'y dy'd for our Offences, and was rais'd a- 
: S211 for our Juſtification, or that our Faith 
; Sn him as the Son of God, and Redeemer of 


inkind, might be accepted for Rightcoul- 
8:15, as being a Means of giving the greateſt 
Sp ofible Honour to God's holy Name, and 

En Acknowledgment in the utmoſt conceiv- 
S& bl: Degree of God's infinite Goodneſs and 
ruth, and conſequently the higheſt con- 
 Scivable Exprefiion of our Thanktulneſs unto 


o. Wim. But this our worſhipping God, more 


WE pecially, as our Redeemer 1s in no wiſe 
on Denial of him as our Creator, and as a 
i W-0d in conſequence thereof, of ſovercign 
F ower and Authority over us; but a Means 
Wi making us more heartily thankful to God 
Win we could otherwiſe be ſuppos'd to be, 
R$: a paying himWorthip as a God who has 


1th WF'1ade our Creation, and his Authority over 

; to Pi, to become really and infinitely ſervice- 
tor Wble unto us, by Means of our Redemption. 
ins ut ſhould we obſerve the ſeventh Day of 
17 ;88''< Week as the moſt ſolemn Time for pub- 
» of Wick Worſhip, in oppotition, or by Way of 
Fit icterence to the firſt Day of the Week, 
Re-Wſ 115 would either imply an abſolute Denial 
of Pi the Redemption, or would be an under- 
ing V2luing of the Greatneſs of the Benefit therc+ 


Icom accruing ; and would conſequently bean: 


__ 


3 


 AﬀofgreatIngratitude toourCreatorandR-. 
deemer, ' But to return from this Digreſfio:, BY; 


Tf there was a Covenant made with, and 
not a. bare Promiſe made to Abraham, then 
| there was certainly ſomewhat promis'd on WW 
Abraham's Side, which: could be nothing MW: 
leſs than abſolute Obedience. And' indec! BW: 
it is ſaid the firſt Time, Mention is afterwards mv: 
made of the Covenant, the Lord appeared 
tw Abraham, and faid unto him, 4 am: th: 
Atimirhty God; walk before me, and be thou Wi 
perfet}. Such Readineſs therefore of 45r1- 
ham to enter into Covenant with God, upon 
{uch Conditions, was a remarkable Inſtance 
of his Confidence, and affur'd Belief in the BW: 
divine Mercy and Goodneſs. But yet if v« 
conſider the real Terriblenelſs of entering; in: 
_ to Covenant with Almighty God upoh fuch 
Terms and Conditions, the Reaſon will b: 
very plain; why, when the Sun was-going Ml 
down; a deep Slcep ſhould: fall upoa- 43-2 i 
ham, and an Horror.of great Darkneſs ſhould 
falluganhud.”: 1 1 hd pn tn 


In; the Covenant then made with. Ab 
ham the Condition on:4braham's Side being 
abſolute Obedience, there was Room left to: 
the Additioh of ſuch Precepts as God thought 
fit; and Circumciſion being inſtituted atd 
commanded to be obſery'd both by himleli 
and his Poſterity, immediately. _—_ 2 

; Pk art 
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E@Þ.rt of the Covenant, or a Part of the Duty 
So be perform'd: on the Side of Abraham, 
Sd his Seed. It was moreover inſtituted as 
BS perpetual Token and Memorial of the Co- 
BS cont, both of the Promiſe of abſolute 
BD>cdicnce on the Side of ASraham and his 
- Sc, and as an Afſlurance of God's aftual 
$9: punQtual Performance of the Promiſes 
; Side to them on his Side. It may be ob- 
BS rv farther, that Cireumcifion was ſuch an 
Fcntial Part of the Condition to be per- 
WÞrn'd on the Side of Zbrahams Poſterity, 
=: God declar'd that whoſoever of his 
= o{tcrity ſhould not be circumeis'd, ſhould 
2 Ic cut off from his People as a Breaker of 
: WS: Covenant, or be excluded trom all 
Ei: and Title to any Benefit, by Virtue 
Jt the Covenant made with Abraham. Thus 
WW: Circumciſion intended as a Means of 
Wccoving up a Faith in the God of Abra- 
=, 23 a God of Judgment, Mercy, and 
th, not only as being to be perforn'd in 
Wbcd:ence to the God . Abraham, but as 
Wins alſo delign'd both tor a perpetual 
Wi cmorial of the Promiſe of abſolute Obedi- 
ce ofi the Side of the Seed of Abraham, 
hich had a natural Tendency, more eſpe- 
ally, to put them in Mind of God's Mercy 
ſparing. their Lives, notwithſtanding ther 
Wanitold Breaches of the Covenant by the 
WJ 0!ation of his Laws, and alſo of the Pro+ 
es made to Abraham on God's Part, which 


Promiſes 


Moſes was nothing more than a Continuation 
and farther Confirmation of the Covenai 


Faith of 4braham their Father. For ther 


| nant, for adding ſuch poſitive Precepts uM 
God thought fit, the Addition of ſuch Pr: 


_ or deſtroy the Sameneſs of the Covenant 


LS] 
Promiſes were principally intended as Mu. 8 
tives and Incentives to believe in, and wor 
ſhip that God, by whom thoſe Promiſe. | 
were made. | = 


It may be eaſily perceiv'd from the fore 
going Obſervations, that the Law given by 


made with Abraham, tho? with the Addition 
ot ſuch poſitive Precepts, as were expedicnM 
to keep the Poſterity of Abraham itedfalt in rh: 


being room from the Nature of the Cove 


cepts could by no Means alter the Natur, 


And indeed, fince the Covenant made with 
Abraham, was made alſo with his Poſterity, 
and f{ince his Poiterity were commanded toi 
be circumcis'd in Token and Memorial 
being under that Covenant, and ſince Cir 
cumcifion wascommanided to be continued un 
der the Moſaical Diſpenſation, there is n! 
the leaſt Reaſon for magni: Was an) 
the leaſt Alteration made by*Means of th. 
Law of Moſes, as to the Nature and Same 
neſs of the Covenant made with A>rahan 
The Terms of this Covenant are expreſs 
mention'd in the Law of Moſes, viz. U 
this and live, and curſed is he that continut!! 

| ids 
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'F wh tn all Ton written herein to do them, 


And Circumciſion was now of Courſe a Me- 


"S&:ocial of having enter'd into an Engage- 

Sncnt, upon thoſe Terms and Conditions, to 
BS alfll the whole Law of Moſes, which in a 
L # - particular contain'd the whole Will of 
Or OY IR 


But tho? a Curſe was denounc'd in the 


8c Law, yet by the ſame Law were ap- 
pointed Sacrifices of Atonement, But then 
*&hcic Sacrifices of Atonement were appoint- 
= by the Law to be offer'd only for Errors, 


Wrcr: wiltul and preſumptuous. The more 
WE (pccial Reaſons for this ſeem to be, that 


:opc at leaſt, that God would in due Time 
Wrovide ſome more effetual Atonement 
Which ſhould take off the Curſe of the Law, 
W 1d free them from the Guilt even of wilful 
Wd preſumptuous Offences, for which no 
W\ionement was provided by the Law of 
W/:/:5;and that they might be more thorough- 
y ſenſible of their own Sinfulnefs, and of 
z0d's Mercy and Goodneſs towards them in 
preſerving heir Lives, and beſtowing his 
Blcffings upon them, and in chus pardoning 
bem, notwithſtanding their having forfeir- 
d their Lives even by wilful and preſump- 
UMus S1NS, of which 


F 


Cog 


2w of Moſes againſt every Tranſgrefſion of 


Wn 1nyoluntary Sins, and not for ſuch as 


Wc Zews might from thence be induc'd to 


"offeiture of their Lives - 


; 
1 
i 
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1 
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by Sin, the Offering up Beaſts in particul:; 


_ Tow and Griet of Mind for having offended, Re 


and a Promiſe of performing more faithiulM 


Means of begetting and keeping up a FaitbMl 


_ unclean. They were intended to mak: i-* 


upon them, notwithſtanding their Tra! 


by Way of Sacrifice, was intended as 1 
Means of putting them in Mind, and indeed, 
as an outward Expreſſion and Acknowled,. 


mM 
ment. thereof, as well as of God's being the |: 


abſolute Diſpoſer of the Lives of all hi; 
Creatures, And as the Offering up bloody i 


Sacritices was intended to make Men ſenſible 
of their former Sins, and of God's Goodneſs 


Fa, I b 

EW. p 

Sal 
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in pardoning their Oftences, or preſervins 


their Lives after a Forfeiture of them | 
their Diſobedience, fo it imply'd a due Sor- 


OEM 
We Forbe 


and ſincere, and even perte& Obedience i: |F* 
the Time to come. In like manner, the i- 
veral Waſhings among the Zews, and ch: 
making a Diſtinction between clean and un-WF 
clean Beaſts, were principally intended as 1M 


in God as a holy and merciful God, in who! 
Sight nothing 1s pleaſing that is in any wile. 
Men more ſenlible of the Greatneſs of th: 
Purity which God's Law requir'd of them, 
and in Conlequence thereof to make ther 
more ſenſible of their own Vileneſs and $in- 
fulneſs, and of God's Goodneſs in pardoning 
their Offence, and beſtowing his Bleſſing: 


greſfions of his Law. And the ſeveral Wah 
ings in particular were moreoyer defign'd 
; | pul 


EL 3 | | 
 M them 3 in Mind of the preat Need they. 
= ood in of being cleansd from the Guilt of 


j OY 

1 —_— 

cir atual Sins, which, by ſuch W OOO 
p 


E ould 1n no wile be efſetted. 


Wy {t may be obſery'd farther, that offering 
&p bloody Sacritices to God, imply'd an en- 
J-ring into Covenant with God, or both a 
FT romiſe of future Obedience on Man's Part, 
= :d alfo a Promiſe, at leaſt virtually, of For- 
= vcneſs of tormer Offences on God's Part, 
=D: Condition of Man's future Obedience. 
WP > this Notion of Sacrifices, conlider'd as 
WE prefiveot entering into Covenant with the 
BE -.ng to whom the Sacrifice was offer'd, St. 
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= / alludes in his Diſcuſſion of the Quel- 
Won, Whether it be lawful to eat Things 
We cd in Sacrifice unto idols © Beho/d Hracl 
jr the Fleſp : are not they which eat of the 
p ms Partakers of the Altar * Do not 
hey eat of the Sacrifices in Token of being in 
ou and Friendſhip with chat Being to 
W202 the Sacrifice 15 offer d, or in Caſe of 
EEO of former Offences, in Token 

' 4 Reconciliation ; even as the partating of 
Meat at any one's Table is a Sign of being in 
"r1endfhip with him, or in Caſe of a former 
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ay 
oF -/2greement, of entering into a new League 
-/ Friendſhip? What ſay 1 thens* that the 


] lo! 15 any 4 ning, Or that which is offer*d in 
d 7crifice to Idols is any Thing? The Apoltle's 
Meaning i is, © I know that an Idol is no- 
CO WOO __ thing 


vils. The Apoſtle ſays, that the Gentiles fa. # 
crific'd to Devils, becauſe they worſhipped 


| Worſhip ſerv'd in Fat, as not proceeding 
from Faith in the true God, to promote the 


and becauſe, for theſe Reaſons, wicked Spi- 


ſupport and promote the Profeſſion and 


WS + 
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thing but a Piece of Braſs, Wood, or Stone, 
without Life, Senſe, or Motion, and is con- i 


ſequently unable either to do Good or to 4 BW! 
Evil; and that the Sacrifices offer'd to then 
are generally no other than ſuch kind of 


Meats as People eat at their ordinary Mea!; Ws | 


at their own Tables, and which conſequeri- 
Iy can't be ſuppoſed by any inherent Eft 
cacy to be hurtful to any one, bur rather © 
be wholſome Food.” Burt I ſay, that the 
Things which the Gentiles ſacrifice, they 
ſacrifice to Devils and not to God; and || 
would not that ye ſhould have Fellowſhip, W/ 
or be in any League of Friendſhip with De- 


their Gods under ' ſuch a Charafter, a: 
was ſuitable, not to the true God, but only 
to wicked Beings, becauſe the whole Genti!: 


Kingdom of Satan, and not the Kingdom 
of God, and was therefore conformable to 
the Will and Pleaſure of wicked Spirits, and 
not to the Will and Pleaſure of the true God; 


rits us'd the utmoſt of their Endeavours to 


PraQtice of it. For ye cannot, ſays the Apoſtle, 
drink the Cup of the Lord, and the wo 
m—_—_ ye cannot be Partakers of t6t 
Lord's Table and the Table of elle L he 

eaſon 


Kc:fon is, becauſe by entering in 2 League 
3 Friendſhip with falſe Gods, we renounce 
= Friendſhip with the True. 


= The Truth of the foregoing Obſeryations, 

: 4 in a great Meaſure confirm'd b ; ſeveral 
RF xfages in the Old Teſtament. - Gather my 
. $ints together unto me; ſuch as have made & 
= wenant with me by Sacrifice. —1 will not re- 
ove thee becauſe of thy Sacrifices, or for 
= Burnt Offerings, becauſe they were not 
ways before me. —1FT be hungry I will not 
=! thee, for the whole World is mine, aud all. 
7 is therein, Thinkeft thou that 1 will eat 
Es Fleſh, and drink the Blood of Goats? 
rr unto God Thankſgiving, and pay thy 
ws unto the moi Higheſt, And call upon 
Wy: i the Time of Trouble, and ſo will T hear 
Wc, and thou ſhalt praiſe me. -— Thou ſhalt 
=: my Lips, O Lord, and my Mouth ſhall 
Wc thy Praiſe. For thou defire/} no Sacri- 
Wc, e//e would T give it thee; but thon delipht- 
WW; wt in Burnt-Offerings. The Saerifice of 
7 5 2 troubled Spirit, a broten and contrite 
Wart, © God, ſhalt thou not deſpiſe —Hho 
an tell how oft he offendeth * Q cleanſe. thou 
e from my ſecret Faults.---W aſl me. thorough» 
© / Pros. Wickedneſs, and cleanſe. me from 

by 97s 


From theſe and other Paſſages it'may be 


urly calleQed, that the End and Deſign of 
EY theſe 


take away Sins. But yet this Opinion fee; 
chiefly to have given rife to the Cuſton: oi 
ering up human $Sacrifices, it being nai 


| ſhall I come before the Lord, and bow my/:i| 
before the High God Shall I come before hi 


greſfien, the Fruit of my Body for the Sin i 
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ed to be offer\d up to him. Others there wer: 
that inferred from the Cuſtom of oftcring uv 
Beaſts in Sacrifice by Way of making Aton:-WEl 
ment for Sins, that the Life of the Beaſt ww 
accepted in lieu of the Life of the Offercr, i 
which had been forfeited by Sin, tho? it 
maniteſtly impoſſible that the Blood of Bii-Wil 
locks and of Goats, through any real Wort: 
or inherent Efficacy, ſhould be thus able »W&- 


Ts 
IA 


ral to ſuppoſe that the Life of a Man ſhould 
be of more Worth in the Sight of God, an! 
of greater Efficacy than that of a Beait. Toi 

this Purpoſe the Prophet ſays, Wherew:''f 


with Burnt Offerings, with Calves of a Y:u1 
old? Will the Lord be pleas d with Thouſand 
of Rams, or with ten Thouſands of Rivers f 
O11? Shall T give my Fir/t-born for my Tr 


Wy 


LW | 
b Soul? He has ſhew'd thee, O Man, what 
E Grd; and what doth the Lord require of 
i e, but to do juſtly, and to love Mercy, and 
"WS £92k humbly with thy God; to be duly 
nk fit to him for the Par don of thy Sins, 
| R-7 1:97 to pretend to merit any good Thing at 
i': Hands ; to do preciſely what he has com- 
i 1d, and not to think of pleaſing him by 
1-1: ivances and Inventions meerly human ? 
2d how apt are Men to afcribe a real Efh- 
cy, or Power of producing ſuch an Effet 
== T hings that are no more than outward 
= vilible Signs of an Eftett brought to 
+: by other Means, which Means, . "with- 
MW: the Intervention of ſuch Signs, had not 
l @ <ti-ctually been apply'd, or made Ule of ? 
i hus the Bread in the Sacrament, or conſe- 
| , af Hoſt, is fuppos'd by the Papi/?s to be 
W::lubſtantiated into the Body of Chritt, 
Wd by Virtue of ſome inherent Effichkey 3 AS 
; © propitiatory Sacrifice, to procure Remiſſi- 
y- ; n of Sins ; whereas it 1s evident that Remut- 
W.. of Sins is owing to the Death of Chritt, 
So ſuffered but Once, and then voluntarily, | 
088d to the Faith (in Chriſt) of the Receiver 
"WW! the Sacrament, to the ſhewing. forth of 
Mich Faith, as well as to the Keeping up, 
rengthening, and encrealing 1t, the Inltitu- 
01 of the Sacrament is peculiarly adapted. 
Ve are thereby led in the moſt eftectual 
lanner to a due Senſeand Acknowledgment 
©: our own Sinfulneſs and Is. 
AN 


[ 40 ] L 
and of God's Gondnefs in _—_ purchas's 
Remiſfion of Sins for us. Thus Eve alſo was RY; 
tempted to impute the Attainment of Know. |. 
ledge to ſome inherent Efficacy in the Fruit 
of the Tree of Knowledge of Good arid: 
Evil; whereas it is plain, that the Prohibi. MM; 
tion of eating the Fruit of the Tree, cail'(M. 
by that Name, had nothing in it, but what 
was of a ſacramental Nature, being a viſible 
Sign of God's Promiſe concerning the Con-g,. 
tinuation of Man's Life and Happineſs, in, 
_ Caſe he tranſgrefied not the divine Law, and. 
of his knowing or undergoing Death, 1M. 
Evil emphatically ſo calPd, in Caſe of the; 
Violation.of it. But when Eve had ſeen the 
Serpent become Partaker of Speech and U:-W 
derſtanding upon eating of the Fruit of th: Wt. 
Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, BW. 
being not capable of aſcribing this Efte&t wy; 
any other Cauſe than the meer Virtue and 
"Faves of the Fruit, ſhe was eaſily prevail'd ME; 
. on to believe, that what could advance the 
Nature of an irrational Animal to the Perfec-Wi 
tion of a rational one, might very probably Mk: 
advance the human Nature to the Perte&tion MM: - 
of the Divine. Leſt then our firſt Parents, at-M 
ter their Tranſgreſſtion, ſhould have be« if 
farther perſwaded, that they might yet 
| make themſelves immortal by eating the 
Fruit of the Tree of Life, through ſom: 
natural Efficacy belonging to the Fruit 
| thereof, and in this Confidence of eteria! 


Life 
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Tic have thought thernſelyes ſecure from 

Sj! Puniſhment on Account of any Tranſ- 

ES:cfon whatſoever of the divine Law, and _ 

{Eonlcquently diſcharg'd from all Obligation 

WS paying any farther Obedience to the divine 

I i Commands; therefore were they 
Witcrly excluded from the Garden of Eder. 


BY There were others, on the contrary, who 
cr of Opinion, that no bloody Sacrifices 
Egoht to be ofter'd, and hereby made a 
ci of more than ordinary Wiſdom, Good- 
cis, and Piety, Theſe ſeem to have argu- 
BS, that if any Offerings were to be made 
BD God, he muſt needs be better pleas'd 
T'ith an Offering of the Fruits of the Earth, 
1 with that of a dead Carcaſs. Here was 
Wor only a Pretence of being of ſo merciful 
W | c-per and Diſpoſition as to be unwilling 
W | uct, and much more to take away the. 
"(ile of an uſeful; or even innocent Creature z 
Wu: allo giving Glory to God as a Being of 
© 00d and gracious a Temper and __ -. 
10n, as to be unwilling that any of his 
Wrcatures ſhould be deſtroy'd. This ſeems 
@ have been the Opinion of Cain, who 
uld not conceive that any Thing ſhould be 
dmmanded of God, or be in any wiſe ac- 
ptable unto him, which, as to outward 
Ppearance, was inconſiſtent with common 
nle and Reaſon, and eyen the StriQtnelſs of; 
lorality ; nor was he capable, perhaps, 

*-- Enther 
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either of underſtanding how ſuch AR ſhould 


conduce to the obtaining Pardon of Sins, « | 


how Pardon of Sins ſhould be conſiſtent with]; 
an Injunttion of abſolute Obedience. "Th-B&. 
Sect of the Eſſences alſo ſeem for the ſan: 
Reaſons to have abſolutely refus'd to of. 
up any bloody Sacrifice; and it 1s eviden:W.. 
that the Pythaporeans fell into this Opin. 
partly at leaſt from the ſame Way of R-:M&.. 


{oning. And indeed Men have general... 
been better pleas'd with following their 0M 
vain [maginations, more fond of ſuch humaM: 
Wiſdom and Inventions, or of ſuch vai 
Philoſophy as ſeem'd likely to be more pr 
ducive of meer moral Goodneſs, than Jil 


obſerving divine Inſtitutions. 


| It is neceffary to obſerve, before T proj 


ceed, that the Blefſings and Curſes, by 
which the Law of Moſes was enforc'd, wer: 


of a temporal Nature, and had immedia 
Reipe& only to the preſent Life. And ini 


deed there was a Kind of Neceflity of en: 
forcing the Law of Moſes by temporal Re 

wards and Puniſhments, For before th: 
| Price of our Redemption was paid, all Men 
as being Tranſgreffors of the Law, couli 
be confider'd no otherwiſe than as Perſon 
in FaQt under the Curſe of it. The Curl: 
_ of the Law then being at that Time not 
taken off, and there being on that Account 
a Neceſſity of denouncing a Curſe again! 

eve!) 


4 [43 } 
=S:cry Tranſgreflor of the Law, had this 
Tic been defign'd to have been underſtood 
Ws Puniſhment in a future State, and that 
BE .Ohment been ſuppos'd to be eternal, then 
WS hoſocver had tranigreſled the Law, ſince 
bt is once done can't be undone, muit haye 
WS: cn under the eternal Curſe and Condem- 
ES ion of the Law, and thus the Law in- 
WE-1 of being eſtabliſh'd, had been utterly 
dc void. I deny not, but there are fome 
BS /:in Intimations of future Rewards and 
SE inhments in the Writings of Mo/es; but 
"WS ct, | conceive, that future Rewards and 
ME inhments are in no wile directly and ex- 
Br c{:ly propos'd therein as Enforcements of 
Wc Law. It may be oblerv'd in particular, 
W':t God 1s called the God of Abraham, 
W/ 1, and Zaccb, to whom the Promiſe of 


y M Bleffing was in a more ef{pecial Manner 
"acc, and thar he choſe to be to called by 
it 


Wy of Diſtintion, and for a perpetual Me- 
Fn orial throughout all Generations. And 
© theſe Men died, and 1ſo underwent the 
emporal Curſe of the Law as well as other 
ſen. If then Abraham, Iſaac, and F acob, 
vere promis'd to be peculiarly blefied, or 


o have the choiceſt of the divine Blefhings 


deſtowed upon them, and the human Soul 
be {o conſtituted, as that it can't be com- 
pleatly happy unleſs uniced to a human Bo- 
ly, and were the Caſe otherwiſe, it would 
be very difficult, if not impoſſible, to ac- 

G 2 count 


[ 4 | 
count for it's being originally fo unitcd, 
then a Reſurreftion alſo, or a Re-union o 
| Soul and Body, may be fairly interr'd fron 

the ſame Words. Bur the peculiar For; i 
and Perſwafiveneſs of this Way of arguing, Jt , 
with ReſpeQ to the Zews, will be mo: 
fully ſeen, when I come to treat of the Ri{-in - 
and Origin of the Fewifp Notion concern-Þ ' 
ing a Refurreftion. But this by the by. Þ7 


In like manner, thereare plain Intimations, MS 1 
that Acceptance with God was to be ſought + 
after, not through the Righteouſneſs of the x | 
Law, but through the Righteouſneſs of ; 
Faith. Bur when the Time was come, that BT : 
| the Curie of the Law ſhould be taken of, Mt 
then the Doftrine of future Rewards Mb 
Puniſhments was taught by divine Autho:'-W 

| ty; and Repentance was preach'd as tl: 
Means of abtaining the Happineſs of a iu. 
ture State, on Condition of Faith in him, 
by whom Reraifhon of Sins was about to ©! 
_ purchas'd, gg WO 


Tt may naturally be inferr'd from thc 
foregoing Obſervations, that the Covenan! 
made with 4braham, and which was after- 
wards more particularly ſpecity*d, with Re- 
gard to the Conditions to be perform'd on 
the Side of Abraham's Seed, in the Law 
Mojes, was, according to the Letter, the 
fame as was made with 4dam-in a State of 
, Innocence; 


CH 7 

© {rnocence, the Sum of which was a Pro- 
3 miſe of eternal Lite and Happineſs, on Con- 
MS dition of abſolute and unhnning Obedience, 


Kut then here was an Addition of the Pro- 


IT miſc of a future Redeemer, of the Seed of 


7 4brabam, in whom all Families of the 


7 Ex:th ſhould be bleſied ; and there was this 
7 Difference with RefpeCt to the Perſons under 


ET the Covenant, that 4dam was originally ens. 


7 low?d with a Capacity of fulnlling the whole 
15 Law, which his Poſterity are manifeſtly de- 
ME void of, Hence we may perceive what isto 
MT be anderſtood by our being ſaid to be born 


MT in original Sin, which fignthes no more than 
iT hc being naturally under an Incapacity of 


ES {ulfliing the whole Law of God; and that 
9 bcing born in a Statc of original Righteoul- 
BY nfs fignifies the being naturally endow*d 
W with ſuch a Capacity, 


W with Reſpe& to Adam, as with ReſpeC to 


W added, of abſtaining from the Fruit of a cer- 
W tain Tree, which was deſign'd for the more 
J cticAtually keeping up, and preſerving a 
J aith in that God, as the ahſo lots Diſpoſer 


Y nant with him, to the End that through 
tuch Faith, and through Obedience and 
___ Thankfulnels 


= Nor was 4dam under a leſs Obligation of 
Wy oocying the Law of Nature, than we are, 
W the Law of Nature being as much a Law 


Wu But then there was a politive Precepr 


© 0: all Blefſings, who had entered into Cove- 


ſirtive Precept of this Covenant made w1:'! 


_ of the Covenant, and fincerely to belieir 


| Signification of the two'T'rees may be not im- 


[ 46 ] 


Thankfulneſs in conſequence of ſuch Faith, |" 
he might in ſnch a Manner be accepted of 
(50d, as to be highly rewarded by him, ©» 
adyanc*d to a far higher Degree of Hapyi. 
neſs than he had then the Enjoyment of, 
This I conceive is the principal Reaſon why 
there was a poſitive Precept added to t!: 
moral Law; and that Moſes therefore dos: 
not take any particular Notice of dar: 
being under an Obligation of obſerving the 
whole Law of Nature, becauſe it mult n:- 
turally be ſuppos'd to be a general Law to 
all Mankind; and becauſe the firſt Tran! 
reffion of Jdam was, in Fatt, not a Vio- 
Eon of the Law of Nature, but of the po- 


Adam, the two Trees, whereof one wa: 
calPd the Tree of Life or Lives, and th: 
other the Tree of the Knowledge of Gooi 
and Fyil, were a vitible Token and Memo- 
rial, jn the ſame Manner as Circumcihon 
was a Memorial of the Covenant made be 
tween God and Abraham; and were therc- 
fore plac'd in the midit, or the moſt eminent 
and con{picuous Part of the Garden, that 
they might make him to be ever mindful 


and traſt in him, as the true God and Go- 
vernor of the World, with whom that Co- 
venant was made. "The plain Meaning aud 


properly thus exprefied, «© Obſerye that I,who 
« am 
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; 2m thy Creator, and ſapreme. Goverrior 
P27 oyer, and ablolute Diſpoſer of all Things, 
3 have fet before thee this Day Life and 
4 « DP eath, Blefling and Curling 5 therefore | 
3 chooſe Life, that both thou and thy Seed 

By may live.” ; 


; It raay be obſery'd farther, that God 


EZ torcfaw that Adam would break the Cove- 
ES nant as well as his Poſterity, and had hke- 
Eg ic pre-determin'd to redeem Mankind by 
ES che Death of his Son. As therefore the ex- 
EE preſs and abſolute Denunciation of eternal 
8 Dcath had releas'd both 4dam and his Poſ- 
Wtcrity from all Obligations of Obedience, at- 
WB cr any one fingle At of Difobedience what- 
W o:-ycr; fo ſuch abſolute Denunciation of 
WI ciernal Death in Caſe of an intended, and 
W afterwards of a promis'd Redemption, had 
W tot been eoareher conhiſtent with Truth. 
W But yet had there been no Redemption, 
W :cmporal and eternal Death muſt, in Efte&, 
W ave been one and the ſame Thing. Forin 
W Calc of no Redemption, there had been no 
W ©clurreQtion to Life and Happineſs, no Re- 
itoration to the divine Favour, no Delive- 
E rance from the Curie of the Law ; and con- 
© cquently every Perſon that had incurr'd the 
_ Penalty of temporal Death, or been ſubject 
_ io the temporal Curſe of the Law, had been 
Irrevocably under the eternal Curſe and- 
Condemnation of it alſo, 2 

c 


% 
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I is abfurd therefore to think, that the BR. 
Sin of 4dam has brought any real Curſe up»n 


his Poſterity, which has not been more than 
taken off by the Death of Chriſt. For had 
Man retain'd a Capacity of fulfilling th+ 
whole Law, the ſame Covenant of ablolute 
Obedience muſt have always continued ; and 
whoſoever had broken the Law muſt haye 
periſh'd without Redemption. And it 1: 


certainly much better, notwithſtanding our 


Incapacity of fulfilling the whole Law, and 


being obnoxious to the Penalty of temporal 


Death in conſequence thereof, to be under 


a Covenant whereby Remiſſion of Sins 1s 


granted on Condition of Faith, and eternal 
Happineſs in Heaven promis'd on Condition 
of ſincere, tho* imperfe& Obedience, in 
conſequence of our Faith, than to have rc- 


tain'd a Capacity of performing abſolute 


Obedience; to have had a Promiſe of the 
Enjoyment of eternal Happineſs on Earth 
on Condition of ſuch Obedience; and in 


Caſe of any the leaſt wilful Diſobedience 


whatſoever to have been irrecoverably under 
the eternal Curſe and Condemnation of the 
Law, For tho' we can't douht, - but ſome- 
what more was imply*'d and intimated in the 
Promiſe of eternal Fife made to Adam and 
his Poſterity, on Condition of abſolute Obe- 


Qdlience; yet nothing more was direQly cx- 


preſs'd, nor probably underitood, than 3 
perpetual Continuance of Lite in the "uy 
orld, 
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orld. It may juſtly then be ſaid, that 
FShat we loſt in Adam, we receive again itt 


=" 
Wo 
Y, 
4 


"hriſt; not a Power of fulhling the Righte- 


E&:neſs of the Law, but of obtaining eternal 
ET. iic upon eaſter Terms and Conditions; viz, 
po: through the Righteouſneſs'of the Law; 
©þ::t through the Righteouſneſs of Faith, 


EZ But 4s no one had a Right to any Benefit 
d; Virtue of the Covenant made with 4bra- 
En, who was not circumcis'd, but was 
$ook'd upon as a Breaker of, or as a Perſon 
Fithout the Covenant ;z ſo is every Perſon 
Eecluded from all Right and Title to any 
EPcnchit by Virtue of the Chriſtian Covenant, 
Bo is not baptiz'd. And indeed a volun- 
ry Rejeftion of Circumciſion, under the 
= cwih Covenant, was a manifeſt RejeQtion 
Bd! all the Benefits ariſing from an Admilſion 
Wnt, and Contiruance in that Covenant, 
Which was aſſerting, in Efte&t, that no Bene- 
W: could ariſe from being admitted into it, 
Bid could imply no leſs than a Dii-belief of 


e divine Promiſes, and was confequently 


8: i God by whom, in due Time, thoſe 
8 :omiles would be fulfilled, and a Denial 
| his Wiſdom, his Power, his Goodneſs, 
Bo bis Truth. In like Manner, the volun- 


$ citing off all Faith in the God of 1/rachy 


F-) Rejettion of Baptiſm under the Chritti-" 
: Coyenant, is 2 manifeſt RejeCtion of alt 
he Benefits of that Covenant, and implies 

| i an 


\iſtent with themſelves, make Pretenfions t|M& 


| tzans, and yet ſhould not only rejeCt Bap b. 
tiſm, but maintain alſo that Dot&trine, whici 
Chriſt in all his Diſcourles ſo ny con 


Death eternal. More ſtrange would it he, 
_ of a yain Pretence to ſuperior Wiſdom and 
ſwer, for ſuch Pretenders to ſinlefs Perfection 
to ſay, that they were tormerly Sinners, bi 
the Operation of the Holy Spirit have at 


the Thing itſelf, and from the Terms of thi 
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an utter Diſ-belief of Chriſt's having pur. 
chas'd Remiſhon of Sins for us, and is con. 
ſequently a Denial of the whole Chriitiz| 
Faith. Such as reje&t Baptiſm muſt, if con. 


abſolute Righteouſneſs, which, as ſhall i 
more tully ſhewn hereafter, is that very 
ſelf-ſame Hypocriſy, for which our Saviou 
ſo ſeverely reproves the Phariſees. It woull 
then be very ſurpriting, ſhould there be 4 
found who ſhould proteſs themſelves Chri. 


demns, and adjudges the Profeflors of it 


ſhould Perions baptiz*din the Name of Chit 
caſt oft, and reje&t the Do&rine of Pardo 
of Sins through Faith in his Name ; and ont 


Goodneſs maintain the Dodrine of {inlc|; 
Perfeftion. Nor would it be a ſufficient An 


that their Sins being pardon'd through 
Death of Chriſt, and fincere Repentanct, 
they are now become new Men, are renew 
in the Spirit of their Minds, and through 


tain'd to finleſs Perfetion. For it is cv! 
dent both from the Nature and Reaſon © 


Chriſtian 


E # ] 


"ET hritianCovenant, that weare ry wn 


©S-new'd in the Spirit of our Minds through 
BF aich,and conſequently that the ProduCtion of 
"{noral Goodneſs 1s not. the immediate End' of 
"thc Operation of the Holy Spirit, but that the 


"WS: octting a true Faith is the immediate End 


__ | hereof ; that Repentance and good Works 
VB: no farther acceptable in the Sight of 


B+ the Word Prodution by ſuch Operation, 
Ethin as they proceed from, and are expreſ- 


IRS vc of 2 true Faith ; and that Faith is not in-. 
cR-:dcd as a Means of producing abſolute 
"WR izhtcouſneſs or finlefſs Perte&tion, but of 
"king our fincere, tho? imperfe&t Service, 
Y, Bo. become acceptable in the Sight of God, 
| , Wn(cad of abſolute Obedience and finlefs Per- 
Lour 
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ian as a Chriſtian, The End of Chriſt's 
W-:cining his Diſciples the utmoſt Purity of 
W-icirt, as well as the external Performance 
Wi all the Precepts of the. moral Law, and 


A Bf commanding them to be perfe&t, even as 
"Wor Father which is in Heaven is perfe&t, 
© WW 25 30t in order to bring us to a State of ab- 
vO8W-1 ite Ri hteouſneſs, and {inleſs Perfeftion_ 
WW: his Life, but in Order to make us more 
"Wt orougbly ſenſible of our being all grievous 
& 9.1ners, to Convince us of our Sinfulneſs not- 


withitanding four fincereſt Endeavours to 
kcep the whole Law, and of God's Goodneſs 
Ee Ir Hz in 


W{od, nor conſequently produc'd in any Senſe 


gc tion. It would be hard to prove that a 
8cathen may not be morally as good a_ 


L 9% 1] 7 
| in having purchas'd Remiſſion of Sins for u BY 
through the Death of his Son. And th: ja 
| Reaſon why the Extent of the moral Lay 
 -- was not fo clearly reveal'd in the Law of |&- 
b -- Meſes as in the Goſpel, ſeems to be, bec2ul:M 
E a Curſe being denounc'd againſt every Tran 


oreſfion of the Law, ſuch a Revelation mu 


| RY 
| needs have given great. Offence. But tha 1 
 - univerſal Obedience ſhould be enjoin'd, cv } 
| under the Goſpel Coyenant, was abſolutely] ET 
| neceſlary, ſince the giving us Licence to lint 
| in any Point whatſoeyer, would, as to ſuch WW: 
Point, be an utter Diſſolution, and a Making 
| void of the divine Law ; nor could eyen Sin 
Fh cerity of Obedience, as to ſuch Point, bc any 
j longer ſuppos'd to be requiſite in any U: 
M ree whatſoever. But it 1s evident as wel] 
i rom the Light of Reafon, as from >crip- 
- ture, That it 4s eafter for Heaven and Bart 
fo paſs away, than that one Titthe of the Lay 
Hheald fail, z- 


CHAP. 1! 


TT 
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"FI/ the Opinions of the Jews concerning the 

vB S Law, the Enforcements of it, and the Pro- 

i = miſc of the everlaſting Poſſc/ſzon of the Land 

it p. of Canaan, EE Racks Fa 

iMTF T has been already, I conceives clearly 
E | proyed from the Nature of the Law of 


n{Sncots by which it was enforc'd were of a 
bSc:nporal Nature, Hence aroſe a Neceflity 
: WS: {cvcral Caſes of exerciling an extraordi- 
Wuiry Providence,” and of an equal Diſtribu- 
ion, in fome Sort, of temporal Rewards 


b- Fett] ng a Faith in the Giver of the Law, as 
Wc truc God and Governor of the World, 


'O 


Thar there ſhould be frequent Examples of 
xtraordinary Bleſfings confterr'd on ſuch 


< 
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; he Law, and of remarkable Puniſhments 
Wnilicted upon ſuch as deſpiſed and rejeted 
W:; and alſo that there ſhould be a Manifeſta- 


Favour towards the Few:/p Nation in gene- 
[i 
Loyenant, *and a ſevere Execution of the 
urſes denounc'd againſt Breakers of the 
qvenant, in Caſe they perliſted, after due 


Admonition 


Moſes, that the Rewards and Punzſh- | 


W:d Puniſhments, both in Order to the be-. 


Wn as a God of Righteouſneſs, Judgment, 
Equity, and Truth. It beeame neceflary 


articular Perſons as were duely obedient to 


'on of God's extraordinary Goodneſs and = 
ral, as long as they continued ſtedfaft in the 


Upon theſe Accounts more eſpecially it was, 


Fewiſh Government was look*'d upon as a 
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: 1 1 
Admonition to return to the Lord their Gag, Jt 
in a general Revolt from him, and in a pu}. 
lick Contempt of his Service and W orſh:y, 
Hence alſo it became neceflary, that th: 
Law of Moſes ſhould be a political Law; o 
that ſuch Puniſhments as were proper to i: 
inflifed by the Magiſtrate on the ſeverz! 


Tranſgreflors of the Law, ſhould be particu. 
larly Trecifed in the Body of the Law 


and upon Account of God's being the mor: 
immediate DireQor of the Jews in all extra 
ordinary Emergencies of State, that the 


Theocracy ; or that God was not only eſteem: 
cd the God of the Fews, but their King ; and 
that the ſeveral Judges or Kings among th: 
Fews were conſider'd only as hisVicegerent;, 
or as Perſons more immediately appointed 
by him for putting his Laws in Execution, 
No Governor therefore, after the Eſtablith- 
ment of this Form of Government, could 
become arbitrary, without ſetting aſide, i 
2 great Meaſure, thoſe Laws, which weis 
appointed of God for the Government both 
of Church and State, and without an oper 
Contempt of thoſe Rules which concern'd 
the Behaviour of the Magiſtrate, both to: 
wards (God, and towards the People. 


*Twas in order to deliyer themſelves frcm 
the Terror of being ſo immediately under 
this 


b.-84- 3 

is Kind of Government, that the Chil- 
' Ercn of {/rae/ defir'd a King, when under 
 E$:c Government of the Prophet Samucl, who, 
E$!.o' not a Perſon that rigorouſly put the 
T aws in Exccution, was yet, without Doubt, 
BS: x Prophet, a ſevere Reprover of them, 
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Bhem on Account of their Diſobedience. For 
. cy doubted not, but a King, in Caſe they 


- {WS ubicts, would allow them more freely, 
M$ with leis Rettraint, more eſpecially 


B:cnts, to indulge themſelves in their Dil- 


hich they were in no wiſe willing toeſteem 
5 2 divine Law, or a Law to which Obedi- 


W cople, ſo the Kings of 1/rae}, as well as 
W1aiy of the Kings of Zudah, were diflatis- 
Wd with this Form of Government, and 
Wc: conſequently for ſetting afide the Wor- 
Whip of the God of 1/rae/, that they might 


ower for their private Behaviour, and might 
llo govern their Subjes in their publick 
-apacity according to their own Will and 
leafurez and might moreover at. the ſame 
ime gratify their Subje&s, many of whom 
vere as little defirous of thinking themſelves, 
a ſo ſtrict a Manner, accountable to a Ty 
an 


| 2:d a Denouncer of God's Judgment againſt 
EÞchiv'd themſelves towards him as obedient 


Without any Denunciation of divine Judg- 


Wbcdience to the Law of the God of 1/rac!, 


© WEnce was fo ftriftly requir'd by an abſolutely 
a Wloly and Omnipotent God. And as the 


och ſeem leſs accountable to a ſuperior 


ered on to relinquiſh that idolatrou: 


1n the Wilderneſs, and forming Deſigns of 
returning back into Egypt. 


acceptable in the Sight of God as proceeds 


 derneſs of Zin, where the People muritur' 


L--] 
and Omnipotent God for their Behaviour, « |. 
the moſt arbitrary King poſſibly could %., 
Hence appears the Reaſon of the gener] 
Readineſs of the People to worſhip the tw; 
Calves ſet up by Feroboam in Imitation «f 
the Gods of the Agyptians, and why nc 


wh 


ther King nor People could ever after he 


orſhip. For hereby the private Happineſi 
both of King and People, as well as the 
PENS Peace and Tranquility, ſeem'd to 
e highly promoted, without the leaſt ap. 
parent Prejudice to the Cauſe of Virtue in 
any Reſpe&t whatſoever. Hence allo w: 
may perceive, why the [/rae/ztes were con- 
tinually murmuring againſt Moſes and Aar'; 


But that ſufficient Intimation was given 
under the Law, that ſuch Obedience only i: 


from a true Faith, and conſequently that 
the keeping up a true Faith was the more. 
immediate End intended to be obtain'd by 
thoſe termporal Rewards and Puniſhments by 
which the Law of Moſes was enforc'd, may 
be plainly ſeen from the Example of 1Me/es, 
and of thoſe that were fent to ſpy out the 
Country of Canaan, For whet' Moſes was 
commanded to ftrike the Rock-in the W:!- 


fat 


L EE A 
B: Want of Water, 1Mo/zs did, as to the ; 
- MSuward AR, as he was commanded. For 
| M$ ook the Rod from before the Lord, as 
Bc commanded him, and with the Rod he j 
BT.otc the Rock twice. Here then was no 14 
ES nt of outward Obedience, butonly Want | 
=! aith, For Mo/cs plainly ſhew'd by his 
EBc|:viour at that Time, that he imagin'd 
i: that God could not bring Water out 
Wd; the Rock, or elſe that he would not. 
BA :d in one Caſe there was a manitelt De- 
Bd: both of the divine Power, and of the 
in W&'vias Truth; and in the other, a Denial 
- WS: [cat of the divine Truth. Nor is Moſes 
- W-cu3'd of any outward AR of Diſobedience; 
Wt it is ſaid, that the Lord ſpake unto 1Mo- 


of ie: 2nd Aaron, Becauſe ye believed me not, to 4 
Wy me, (which Words ſeem principally br 

Wo imply a Non-acknowledgment of the di- [' 

on inc V eracity,) in the Eyes of the Children of if 
i WW cc! 3 7herefore ye ſoall not bring this Cons | A 
3; WY 17 37107 into the Land that I have given them. 4 
a WF ve find likewiſe, that tho? the Spies, | 
re Wit were ſent to ſpy out the Country of " 
, anaan, had diſconrag*d the Hearts of the fl 
»y WR £0P1<) yet that afterwards the People were = if 
iy WOT) -cady to have gone up againſt the Ca- j 
;, W-4ifes. But their Crime was, that upon. ne 
be cn riing the Report concerning the Strength Vi 
| 


! the Towns, and People of the Country, i" 


'45 , : . | o 
|. W-7 diltruſted either the Power of God, or | 
| ce Truth of his Promiſes, conceiying that MO 


either j 


either God was not able, or elſc that he iy. MY 
tended not to fulfil his Promiſe of bringice 
them into the Land of Canaan, and givins WE 


"* Tui a CEE AE SE 


———— h_ 


| it to them for a Poſleffion. Nor was any Wi 
q Room allow'd afterwards for Repentance, 


but that whole Generation was watted awa; 
 - by untimely Deaths in the Wilderneſs. |: 


i  wasnottherefore Immorality, but Infideliry, 
i that prevented their Entrance into the Lalit: 
= of Canaun. Since then even Obedience was: 
= only then accepted, when it proceeded from 
W. a true Faith; how can it be thought that: 
== any one ſhould be good and acceptable in 
= the Sight of God, who ſhould utterly rc. | 

{ 


jet any of his Commands, and abfolutely 
refuſe to obey them ? "This makes me admire 
that E/; ſhould be look'd upon, even by 
learned Perions, as a good Man, becauſe, 
when the divine Judgments were more im: 
mediately denounc*'d againſt him and hi 
Houle tor not. reſtraining his Sons, which, 
as a Mapiitrate, he ought to have done; he 
anfwer'd, It is the Lord, let him do wid! 
feemeth him good. For this was fo far {rom 
obeying, that he plainly declar'd hereby 
that it was his Reſolution not to obey, what: 
ioever Puniſhment he and his Houle m3ght 
ſuffer through Occaſion of his Difobedience. 


"+0 
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Lend 


Ir may be not improper, upon this Occ: 
ſion, to take Notice of a remarkable Difi 
rence between the Method of diyine Prov: 

17g . dence 


- 

We | 

I 

: 

: 

f 4 

- 

S /. 

34 
: 
) 

1 4 

BJ 
ot 
: 

8 

: : 
ep: 
$ 1 
| G 
38 
"n 
% 4 4 

bs - 

i 

# 

0 A 
” % 
© 

4 , 
Fat 

s 
ws © 

© 

> 


_— — + 
I © g x 
4 * 
Bey 


4 pay 


—- © — 
c— 


EY 4 FE PSAS. 
—— < Oh nag I" a * 
o—_ po ke aa. — — > 


- 
-y 
_— 


ws 


OO en 


 Scdence under the Pew, and under the. 
Chriſtian Diſpenſation. For under the. 
$ 7-wi/h Covenant, a Promiſe being made of 
Wi:mporal Rewards to ſuch as believ'd in, 
Bid worſhipp'd the God of 1/-2c/, and due- 
By obey'd his Laws; the laſting Frjoyment 
Bo worldly Proſperity in any extraordinary 
BW Dgree, or any extraordinary or miraculous 
W Deliverance from impendent Dangers, was 
Wn cvident Mark of God's Favour; and as 

W wcll a Means of confirming the Perion thar 
W joy d fuch a Bleſſing in the Faith of rhe 
W irc God, as of leading others (0, and con-. 
W i::ming them in, the fame Faith. And in 
W kc manner Affliftions, Calamities, and un- 
W iumcly Death, were, under that Covenant, 
Evident Marks of God's Diſplealure, and a 


ES 1] 


Means in ſome Sort, of diftinguithing be- 


Green ſuch Perions as had revolted irom the 


rue Faith, and Obedience to God's Laws, 
or had forſaken the Covenant, and ſuch as 


had perſeyered therein. But with ReſpeRt_ 


to the Chriſtian Covenant, wherein eternal 
Rewards and Pumiſhments are the great. Mig- 
tives and Inducements to a true Faith, and 


to Obedience in- conſequence, thereof, and 


the great Diſcouragements from Inidelicy ; 
and under which Covenant, an equal Diltri- 
bution . of temporal Rewards and Puniſh- 


| mecncs is conſequently unneceſlary, it being 


no leis clearly foretold by the Purchaſer of 


this Coyenant, that Sufferings and Perlecu- 
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| __ tions in this World ſhould be the Lot a: 


1 Portion of his Diſciples, or of ſuch, as uM: 
=. | __ der this Covenant, ſhould be Worſhipp-m 
Hl e . Ns \ OC > 
| of or Believers in the true God, ſuch $1. 
Ry ferings and Perſecutions undergone by go! 
8 Men for the Sake of the Chrititian Religion 
li | are, at leaſt, in an equal Degree Marks Mi: 
lh God's Favour, and ſerve no leſs to con 
\l Men to, and coniirm them in the true Faith,: 
I" under the Chriſtian Covenant, eſpecially ii 
Wl 2M y | ot x" 
"1 it be confider'd that they are a Conhirmatior 
=” of the Truth of Chriſt's Promiſe of rewar(. 
þ! ng; thoſe in a future Life that ſhould belicy, 

[ 


in him, than the beſtowing temporal 51: 
ſings upon good Men anſwer d thoſe Ends! 
under the old or Fewihh Covenarit. An 
indeed that Part of the Few Covenant 
which related to the giving the Land of C+ 
naan to the {/raelites for an everlaſting Po 
ſeffion, was no otherwiſe a Blefling to the 
Fews in general, than as it afforded then 
a certain and infallible Sign, whereby they 
might know whether they perſever*d in che 
Worſhip of the true God and Governor 0 
the World, or had relinquiſh*d his Worſhip 
andvervice; God having expreſsly promis' 
that the Zews ſhould be fo long his People 
and enjoy the Poſſeſſion of the Land of Cs 
aan, as he continued to be their God, 0 
_ as long as he ſhould be acknowledg'd to be, 
or ſhould be worſhipp'd by them as their 
God; and in caſe of any Reyolt from _ 
- a Pro: 
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MS: Promiſe being likewiſe made of reſtoring 
Mo them the Land of Canaan, on Condition 
Mat cheir returning to his Worſhip and Ser- 
Sic, or to a true Faith and Belief in him, 


{t may be obſerv*d further, that tho? it was 


/&-cquilice, both before theRedemptionof Man- 
1: 2nd {ince, that God ſhould be worſhipped 
4,8: i God of Truth, of Righteouineſs, of 


Wudoment, and of Mercy, fince the contrary 


MS: Glory ; yet there teems to be this Diffe- 
Wer, that before the Redemption, there 
i: a Neceflity of worſhipping him more 
Wp:cially as an abſolutely powerful Being, 
WW 10 as the Creator of all Things had an un- 
Wontroulable and unlimited Power over them; 
whoſe Diſpoſal, as the Giver of Life, 
We the Lives of all Creatures; and who 
Was the iupreme Governor overall the Earth. 
Wut after the Redemption it became necel- 


che Bi pecially as a God of boundleſs and perfect 
* of-0odneſs. Hence ic comes to pals, that 
(hp WPcrc is fuch a remarkable Ditterence between | 
1sS08'< Miracles wrought in order to lead Men 
ole, and confirm them in the Faith of the 
Co © God under the Few! Diſpenſation, and 
or Woie wrought, in order to lead Men to, 


d confirm them in the Faith of the true 
od, by Chriſt and his Apoltles; the one 
:10z more direQly exprefliye of the divine 

| Power, 


W-0:1/d be highly derogatory to his Honour 


ry, that God ſhould be worſhipped more 


[ 62 ] 


Power, and the other more eſpecially : ; 
the divine Mercy and Goodneſs. And thi; 


ſhews, why God hath more rarely exh:b:::4|M 
ſuch extraordinary Marks of his Power ani: 


Vengeance ſince the Purchaſe of the Rei 
Cn of Mankind, as were frequen!y 
EXh1 


ited under the old Covenant. Th: 


alſo may account for E/ijat's calling downMik:! 
Fire from Heaven upon the Meflenge:s Mi 
Ahaziah ; for the remarkable Deſtrution oi: 
forty and two Children by Bears, after they: 
had been curſed by Elba in the Narnhe oF 
the Lord; for God's ſhutting up the Heavens 


at the Prayer of Ehjah, fo that it rain'd nM 
for the Space of three Years and fix Mont! 
and for Everal other Occurrences in the 0id hi: 
Teſtament, that are, upon other Principle 
not eaſy to be accounted for. 


Tho” then there wasin ſome Sort, an equi! 
Diſtribution of temporal Rewards and Pi 
niſhments, under the Few; Covenant ; ye! 
fince the Obſervance of the Law, and Re 
pentance in caſe of a manifeſt Breach ot 1 
were no further acceptable in the Sight ol 
God, than as they proceeded from a trit 
Faith; and fince ſuch: Repentance was 1 
fome Caſes aftually accepted, as app" 
evidently from the Inſtance of David, ! 
whom it was declar'd by the Prophet, tit 
the Lord had put away. his Sin, tho? accor 
ding to the Terms of the Law he had incur!" 


( 
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|S. Penalty of an unhappy and untimely 
M@D-ith; hence it came to paſs, that ſuch 


|. qual Diſtribution of Rewards and Puniſh- 


[Scots was not eaſily viſible in all Caſes; eſ- 
BS:cially when the rigorous Execution of the 


MS: began to be abated. Nor can this For- 


MS:ivencls of the Sin of David, and his being 
B11! a Man after God's own Heart, be 


[WS:hcrwiſe accounted for, than on the Prin- 
(WS oc of Juſtification by Faith, and on this 


WF :iociple it may be fairly accounted for. 


EF or tho we find, that he was remarkable 


Mor {alling into ſome very grievous Crimes, 
et We my perceive that he was no leſs re- 


de Ia pode ks 


(W's hearty and ſincere Acknowledgment of 
Wc divine Mercy and Goodnels towards him 


Wn the Forgiveneſs of his Sins, and in ſparing 


Wis Life which he had forfeited by his 
| Crimes; as well as for his ſteady Perſeverance 
WJ the true Faith, and his Zeal for promo- 
« WW''vg the Worſhip of the true God among his 
WF copic. And certainly a Belief in the true 


G07, 25 a God of Merey, which ſuch In- 
ol Wtances were very well adapted to produce 
the Minds of Men, was no leſs neceflary, 
11 Wen a Belief in God, as a God of Judgment. 
'W-nd Equity. We have no Reaſon then to. 
(0 WMwonder, that the Afﬀeairs of Providence were 


carried on in ſuch a Manner, as was moſt 


1- Wit, the Circumſtances of the Times being 
b confider'd, to produce a true Faith in both 


theſe 


arkable for his Thankfulneſs to God, for 


- Re > 
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theſe Reſpets, For tho? the Law of 1. 
was enforc'd, according to the dire&t a:4MK 
expreſs, or according to the literal Ter, 


of it, by temporal Rewards and Puniſhmen,, W.. 
et we have the higheſt Reaſon to think, MR. 


that in all the divine Dilpenſations, a mor: 
eſpecial Regard was had to the briugiiy 

Men to eternal Happineſs in a future State 
by begetting in them and Keeping up | 
true Faith. Nor can it ſeem ſtrange, tha: 
even good Men, under the Zewtiſb Cove 
nant, ſhould find it difficult, in many Caley 
to account for the Method of the divine Pro- 
_ ceedings; nor that bad Men, and ſuch x 
1magin'd that there was a real Merit ir 
Works, or that God accepted Men mecrl 
through the "oP Sar a of Works, and 
not through the Righteouſneſs of Faith, 
ſhould be apt to cry out, Every one that 1; 
eth Euil is Good in the Sight of the Lord, ani 
he delighteth in them; or where zs the Gig i 
Fudgment ? 


And as the Bleſſings and Curſes, by which 
the Law of Moſes was expreſsly enforc'd, 
were of a temporal Nature; ſo it is evident 
from all the antient Zewifh Writings, tha! 
they were no otherwiſe underſtood by the 
primitive Zews. Nor did they underſtand 
the Promile of giving the Land of Carat 
to the Seed of Abraham, in the Line of 
Tſaac, in any other than the literal vonle Fo 

ak VW 41G 


[ 65 } 


| Which they therefore promis'd themſelves, 


BS being circumcis'd alſo, which was the 
ETokcn and Memorial of the Covenant made 


{Ecwecn God and the Seed of {braham, 4 
- We cpetual and everlaſting Poſſefſion ; even as 


"Wcy cftcem'd the Covenant alſo, in the itrif} 
Bic of the Words, as an everlaſticig Cove- 
BE. Hence it was, that they put 1o much 
Wonhdence in the being circumcis'd, and 
Bid ſo little Regard to the Prophets who 
We: cold their Captivity in Babylon. For 


Br: according to the Fleſh, they thought 
WW cmiſclves within the Covenant, afid as ſuch 
W:iimd a Right and Title to the Promiſes 
Wide to the Seed of Abraham, notwithftand- 


Wc Worſhip of the God of 1/rae/; not con- 


Wccring, that when Circumciſion, and other 


Ws of the Law, were no longer obſerv'd 
Obedience to the Will of, or through 
Fith in the true God, and no longer an- 
wer'd the Ends for whichthey were deſign'd, 
here was no longer in the Sight of God any 
Dbſervance of them at all, and that then, 
1 the Sight of God, they ceas'd to be cir- 


nReality 
ent by Virtue of the Covenant, but were 
ulily liable to all the Curſes denounc'd 
24:nſt the Breakers of ic, 


7 ing circumcis'd, and the Children of Abra- 


W their Idolatries, and utter Rejeftion of 


uncis'd; and that conſequently they could 
lead no Right or Title to any Be- 


K The 
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The divine Law then, and the civil [.zy 
being among the Fews one and the fan, 
and the ordinary or legal Penalties of th: 
Violations of each being one and the far 
and the keeping up a true Faith, and th: 
Produftion of Obedience in conſequence ME 


of ſuch Faith, being the End and DW P 
_ ſign of the Enforcements of the Law «Mi. 
Mhfes; and theſe Enforcements being »M 
other than temporal Rewards and Punit-WR ; 
ments ; it is no Wonder that it was at fi: py 
when the Preſence of him that reveal'd an; 
commanded the Obſeryance of it, was in Mit. 
cxtraordinary Manner conitantly manufc!t A. 
among them, ſo ſeverely put in Execution WW. 
It is no Wender that the Blaſphemer, and. 
the Man who was found gathering Stick Wi: 
an the Sabbath-Day, the latter of whit, 
certainly did ſo out of Contempt of his Au; 
thority, who had commanded the Obi Wk :c 
vance of the Sabbath, were order'd to b-. 
ſton'd; eſpecially if it be confider'd thai 
God was then to þe worſhip'd chiefly unde! Miſ-: 
| the Charatter of an abſolutely powerful B-Wir 
ing; both being guilty of endeavouring viel 
_ extirpate all Faith in the truce God, and i!-Wiſ:, 
texly to ſubvert the Authority of his Las. |W.it 
Beſides, God is repreſented as the immediatt We-oc 
Jedge, in both theſe Caſes, and therefore bai: 
ing appeaPd to as ſuch, could not have ©: 
mitted any Thing from the Rigour ot i! vo 


Law, without oyerthrowing the Authori] 
RE 0 


Eo 1 
ES ic as a divine Law, even at its firſt Eſta- 
BSlihment. Hence it was that Korah and all 
[Sis Company were either ſwallow'd up alive 
ES; an Earthquake, or conſum'd by Firs 
BE::m Heaven, for attempting to invade the 
BD: it's Office; and that fo many of thoſe, 
Bt upon this Account murmur'd againft 
Wand againſt Aaron, were immediately 


: I:itroy'd by the Plague, 


W But this rigorous Execution of the Law 
Wy little and little abated, and the Exercile 
{ an extraordinary Providence over the 
Wi; ſeems to have been {till in a more and 
Wor: declining Condition, even from the 
Winning of their Return from Baby/on, and. 
Wrncieed ſeems to have been in a Manner at 
Wo End not many Years after. For the 
W/ 5 after their * 7 mank Boy after Zeruſa- 
We: and che Temple were builded, and rhey 
Wd time more curiouſly to examine into the 
FN iture of the Law, and of the Promiſes 

nade to Abraham and his Sced,, began to in- 
Sr from the Non-performance, as they ima- 
rin'd, of the Promiſe of the everlaſting Pol- 
eſlion of the Land of Canaan in the , Four 
enſe, that there would certainly be another 
ite in which this Promife ſhould be made 
y00Jd ro them; more eſpecially whea they 
aw, thateven in that earthly ', Ra afrer 
acir Reſtoration, they did not enjoy ſo much 
o:ily Proſperity, Y ſecm'd _ other 

p- 


rinciples, 


CE A IRY 
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| Death, on Account of their ſteady Adheren:WJ2: 
to the Law of Moſes. And when once uM 


Rewards and Puniſhments, and they beg 


| be rightly adjuſted in the World to comeſi 
The Entertainment of this Opinion ſeems, it 


Babylon, had been frequently us'd concert 
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Principles, conſiſtent with the Promiſes ma; cr 
to the Obſervers of God's Laws. And Mi 
this Opinion they were more fully confirn' (i 
after they had ſeen Perſons even put 


Opinion had prevail'd among them of futu 


to believein God as a Rewarder of the Goo! MY”! 
and a Puniſher of the Bad in a future Stat: 
the Occaſion of enforcing the Law in an «ii 
traordinary Manner by temporal Rewari 
and Puniſhments ceas'd. "There was now i 
longer an Occaſion of keeping up a Faith "MW 
God, as a juſt and holy God, by Means vi 
an <qual Diſtribution of Rewards and 7 
niſhments in this preſent Life, when an Op 
nion had prevail'd that theſe Matters woul 


ſome Meaſure, to have put an End to tit 
Proverb, which, before the Captivity " 


ing the Land of [frae!, concerning whict 
God thus complains by his Prophet Eze#: 
What mean ye that ye uſe this Proverb ar 
cerming the Land of Ifrael, faying, the Ki 
thers have eaten ſour Grapes, and the Chil 


drens Teeth are ſet on Edge? And then ad%ſ! | 
As T live faith the Lord, ye ſhall not have 0:'* 
cafion any more to uſe this Proverb in bird the 
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This Prophecy was in Part compleated 
14 be | \&et 


h CW. 1 
\Secr the Return of the Fews from their Cap» 
Eivity in Babylon; bur was more fully com- 
E&icated when Life and Immortality were 
ESrought to Light through the Goſpel; and 
BY. yet a farther reſpe&t to the Converſion 
Bi the Zews. In thole Days, ſays Feremiah, 
= hy ſpall no more fay, the Fathers have eaten 
Br /our Grape, and the Childrens Teeth are 
WI: in Edge, And then follows an Account 
Bf the New Covenant, that fhould be made 
With the Houſe of /rae/, and with the Houſe 
Bi 7:dah. Here then we lee the Origin of 
Sc allegorical and typical Way of explain- 
Sz the Old Teftament, and allo the Caule 
Wt the cealing of Prophets among the Zews. 
Wor it was an eſpecial Part of the Office of a 
Wrophet ro denounce temporal Judgments 
Win the Breakers of God's Law, and to 
Wpromiſe temporal Bleffings on Condition of 
blerving it, When the Fews therefore 
$124 entertain'd an Opinion of eternal Re- 
ards and Puniſhments, and the Exerciſe of 
an extraordinary Providence in a Manner 
ceas'd, the Office of a Prophet was made 
void, until the Time came that a divine De- 
laration could be made of eternal Rewards 
and Puniſhments in the Life to come; which 
could not be done, till ſuch Time as Pardon 
of Sins could be declar'd alſo with Relation 
to ſuch future Life, without over-throwing 
the Law of Moſes, a Curſe being denounc'd | 
therein againſt eyery Tranſgreilion of the 
| Law; 


[ -- TO ] * 
Law; and fuch Declaration God though: 
not to make, before the coming of thy iS 
_ Perfon into the World by whom the Curl 
of the Law was tobe taken off, and by whon 
Pardon of Sins was to be purchas'd, ni 
eternal Life. It appears then, that ac (1; 
firſt Eſtabliſhment of the Law, and in th! 
primitive Times of Fudasſm, there was ni< 
extraordinary Providence exercis'd with Rei 
gard to the Diſtribution of temporal Rewar4 Ml 
and Puniſhments; but that the nearer i 
Timeapproach'd of introducing a new Cove 
nant, there appear'd ft:i1l more and more mai 
_ nifeſt Signs of the Diflolution of the old one; if 
and that the Law of Mofes became fill 1:5 
defenſible upon that Principle upon which i 
it was at frit eftabliſh'd. And as it was in 
defenfible upon the Principle of an equi 
_ Diſtributionof temporal Rewards andPuniih: 
ments; ſo if the Bleffings and Curſes by 
which the Law of Mojes was eſtablith'd, 
were fuppogd to relate to a future Stats, 
and to beeternal; then upon Suppolition of 
the leaſt Tranſgreffion, the Sentence of Cor 
demnation, or Exchafion from the heavenly 
Canaan, would: be irrevocable, and no tu: 
ture Obedience conld be of any Service; 2nd 
thus not only che Moſaical Law as {uch, 
but the whole Law of Nature, which i 


manifeſtly contain'd in the Meſaical Lav i" 
would be diffoly'd mnnd made void. Here BE 
then we lee the Wiſdom of her k 

[2 whit | 


Fe Moſes, at its firſt Eſtabliſhment, ' ſhould 


M$: [ncroduftion of a new Covenant, any 


-ſ: utterly void of any the leaſt Shadow of 
Evidence whatloeyer., A 


W But it is needful to obſerve, that the Zews 
gd Puniſhments, or of the Happineſs and 
Wiſcry of a future State, For as they per- 

ae that nothing more was cxpreſsly 
+ W:cznt by the Bleffings and Curſes, by which 
Sc Law of Moſes was eftabliſh'd, than the 

njoyment of the Goods, and ſuftering the 


t fbrabam, in the heavenly Canaan, ſha- 
ow'd out by thoſe worldly Bleſſings, would 
& of the lame Kind and Nature. An 

ence probably came the Phraſe of having 


ot among the Children of 1/rae/. Hence 
| 7 inferr'd further, that there muſt be a 
Relurreftion of the Body, without which 
uch worldly Goods and Bleſſings could not 
pc: enjoy'd, This js evident. from the 
bjeftion of the Saddncees againſt a Re- 
urrection, putting the Cafe, if one Wo- 

Cs = 


ES +.;h ſo order'd Things, as that the Law 


| 4vc {ufficient and repeated Eyvidences given 4 


WL -pos'd Continuance of the old one, ſhould. 


ad but a very low Notion of future Rewards 


vils of the preſent Life ; ſo they concluded, 
pat the Bleſſings to be we af thy by the Seed 


Lot or Inheritance in the Life to come, 
ne Land of Canaon having been divided by 


"I « * - - - - * y = , 
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man had ſeven ſucceſſive Husbands, wi19% 
Wife ſhould ſhe be at the ReſurreQion! Mi 
Hence we may guels from whence came th: i 

carnal Notion of a Millennnum, or of Wl 
_ Chriſt's Reign on Earth a thouſand Years; Wl 
and the Mchammedan Notion of the Enjoy. 
ment of carnal Pleaſures in a future State 
To this Purpoſe the following Words of th; 
Koran are very remarkable, © In Paradiſ 
«© which is promis'd to the Pious, are Riyer 
« of Milk, and Rivers of Wine, and River 
« of clarify'd Honey ;” which are plain 
Allufions to the Deſcription of the Land « 
Canaan. The Sadducees then ſeeing, thy 
there was no expreſs Declaration of futur: 
Rewards and Puniſhments, nor of a Refur 
reftion in the Writings of Moſes, and being 
not able to account for ſuch an Omiſſon, 
nor underſtanding rightly the Nature of fu 
ture Rewards, farly deny*d both the [m 
mortality of the Soul, and the DoQtrine 
a Reſurreftion. The Difficulty here on ti: 


Side of the Sadducees was, that they could! 
by ro Means prove, that there aftually ws ; 


a juſt and equal Diſtribution of temporal Re 
wards and Pumſhments. Hence they welt 
forc'd to afſert, that Virtue was its own R*#/ 
ward. This Difficulty was certainly i 
better remoy'd by the Phariſees, who mult 
cain'd the DoQtrine of a Reſurre&ion, ani 
of Rewards and Puniſhments in a futut 
State. 

Bui 
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8 But a Curſe being. dehounc'd in the Law 
IS o/c, againit every. Tranſgreffion of the 
Bw, and neither the Phars/ees or Saducees 
BE:::5 able to give og Bauer gy why ſuch 
£1 | nunciation ſhould | made, unleſs Men 
Sc: able to fulfil che whole Law, and be- 
Wc very unwilling to acknowledge them- 
Wy cs, or to ye thought by others, to be 
ic: the Curſe. of the Law ; therefore both 
WW :i/ces and Sadugees not only inferr'd, 
Wa: cvery Few at leaſt, or every. one of the 
Wei of 4{brabam, had an Ability of per- 
ly and exaly Obeying and Fulfilling 
Wc 1w, but profeſt themielves to be ſuch 
W:ict FulhHers of it. But the Phariſces, 
Wt they might ſeem entitled to a larger 
are of Happineſs in the World to come; 
Wd might, on that Account, gain a more 
Yarn ordinary Veneration from the People, 


Superogation, or to a ater Degree 
Holiner, than was requichl bp the _ 
1s was the Reaſon of their ſo much in- 
ing upon, and of their being fo exaQ in 
: Obſervance of oral Traditions, which 
 Saducees entirely rejected. But tho? the 
ariſees and Saducees pretended to be Ful- 
ers of the whole Law, yet there was this 


f of fulfilling the whole Law, was attri- 
ted dy the Phariſees to the © ration and; 
vence of the Holy as yrs 
b:: ...- "ao 


tended eyen to the Performance of Works 


lagreement between them, that this Abi- 


LS 3 I 
the Saducees who deny'd the Authority «| . 
the prophetical Writings, attributed 4, 
Ability entirely to Free Will. The Phar;/, 
might probably take this Notion part! 
from a Paſſage in Ezezie/, I will pr »f 
Spirit within you: and cauſe you to walk, 


my Statutes, and ye ſhall keep my F udgmen! 
end do them. It appears then, that the 1+ 

vent Waſhings us'd by the Phars/ſees, 1 
Seir other Obſervances beyond what 
Law requir'd, were not us'd by them 
Way of putting them in Mind of Go! 
Holineſs, and their own Sinfulneſs; bu: : 
outward Signs and Declarations of their or 
abſolute Righteouſneſs. From this Notio 
of the Necetfity of abſolute Obedience, bo 
Phariſees and Saducees took Occaſion of cor-WI: 

tracting the Law into as ſmall a Compal: 


ESD. 
ibly might be. To this End, they cor 
Fd it only: to outward AQtions, denyin WW 
that any Thoughts could be ſinful, whic$c 
was the Occaſion of our Sayiour's ſo mucin: 
infiſting in his Preaching upon Purity «MP: 
Heart, and the Regulation of inward D-W' 
fires and AﬀeCtions, and even made voi; 
ſeveral Preceprts of the Law that related ſc 
outward Ations, by their falſe Doin" - 
and Interpretations; ſome of which were WP: 
conſiſtent with common Reaſon, Equity," 
and Humanity. It is moreover evide: iſ: 
that they were fallen from the'true Faith : 


that they beliey'd not in God, nor _ 
| | e by 
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Bid him, as a Searcher of Hearts, ' nof 

RS. to be Judge of the World; and that 
WS: were not in any wiſe thankful to him 
BB: : Forgiver of Sins, or as a God that ſhew- 
BSc Mercy. And we find that the Phariſees, 
Bit they juſtify'd themſelves, were ex- 
Wccdingly rigorous in cenſuring and con- 
W-n:.ning others for ſuch Aftions, as were 
B Fatt, no Violations of the Law. Thus 
Bi! they infiſted upon the abſolute Ne- 
Wcilicy of obſerving the "ſmalleſt Ceremony, 


W:, ſuch as Judgment, Mercy, and Faith, 
WT hoſe were certainly Things abſolutely in- 
Woniſtent with being true SubjeQs of God, 
W: true Members of his Kingdom, bow 
Wnuch ſoever the Perſons that maintain'd 
Wm might pretend to be the only true 

lembers of it, and the only Perſons that 


no 
orc truly zealous for the Honour of God, 
cond for the due Obſervance of his Laws. 
oP 0d indeed herem was ſuch: a Myſtery of 
Di quicy under a Vail of the highelt SanQi- 
oo”; as was not eaſy to be ſeen through.” 
| o8<nce our Saviour compares the Scrzbes and 
ns -27:/2e5 to Graves that appear not, and 
-10-B 21ch they that walk over, are not aware of. 
\t1;+:: hence theDoRors of the Law are accus'd 
e:;i having taken away the Key of Know- 
cc neither entering in themſelves, nor 


ering others to enter. I may add farther, 
| L424: that 


{WE&on{cquently as a Being in any wile qual 


Wy neglected the weightier Matters of the 


and” 3. WW" A & 4 « 
Ce EE ern ee rn and -— 


to a Right and Title to God's Acceptan 3 


morally good Works as tuch, are natural 


to God, and vicioas' Aﬀtions are naturz!! 


according to his Pleafure. Bur fo far wi 


 trines, that he zealoufly 


that both the Phars/ees and Saducees by th; | 
refin'd Kind of Atheiſm, and-by reter; din 2 


on Account of their Works, had enti:-% 
ſecur'd themſelves from all Fear of God vi 
a God on whom they wereentirely den, 
dent for all Bleſſings, and to whom {ME 
greateſt Thanks were confequently due, » 
thinking that God could not but be high 
indebted ro them for the Service they «Ml 
him. And this is an unavoidable con':Wi 
quence of 'the Doftrine of the Merit «Mi 
Works. Befides, if good Works, I mcanif 


approved of as of good Defert with Repel 


diſapprov*'d of in the ſame Degree, as of i! 
Deſert. with Reftpe& to God, then if an 
Man has done more Good than Evil, {i 
Merits will over-ballance his De- merits, and 
he may fairly fuppoſe himitit ſecure fron 
all Condemnation, ..and that: he has a: goo! 
Title, by Virtue of his own Righteouinct 
to a Reward. Was this the Caſe, th: 
Sufterings of our Saviour were not only un 
neceffary, but a Man might eafily make volio 
almoſt any particular Precept of -the Lav : 


our Saviour from approving any ſuch Tor 
Pleads for the i 

difloluble Authority of every Precept of tit 
Law, condemning all fuchas ſhoutd juſtily 
+... heme 
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n ach others that -it was lawful to break, 


Ky the leaſt bj of the Law whatſoever, 
End fays to his Diſciples, #hen ye have done 


io 
"&// 7be/e Things that are commanded you, fay 


BS: are unprofitable Struants, we bave done 


Wc Scripture impute Pardon and Retniſſfion 
Bf Sins, and Juſtification unto'Life, on-Con- 
WB ition of Faith, meerly to our Saviour's 
BS: oodnefs, with Reſpect to the Performance 


Bi his Works, -but to his Sufferings; and his 


Wuftcrings could not have been cfteftual to 

Whc Remiſhon of Sins, conſiſtently with the 

port of the Authoricy of -che divine 
aW. TE 


But certamly we-car't wonder, -that Per- 
ons 'who fo - far faltify themlelves, as 'to 
Sam Acceptance-with -God-on Account of 
heir own Righteouſneſs, ſhonld be -utter 
F-:1cmies to any one as a Perſon that came 
0 judge -and condemn then, -who ſhould 
2 20y wiſe Attempr- to make them ſenltble 
tf their being Tranfgrefiors-of the Law of 
od, and of their tanding in-need/of God's 
'ardon 1n- order es Telos. Iris 
do Wonder, that ſuch -yain' Boafters ſhould 
teem a'Teacher of the DoRrineof Repen- 


tance, 


KS: mſclves in the Breach of, or ſhould 


Bi: which was our Duty to ds, Nor does 


WS: the Works of the Law, or to the Meric 
Wh c:fc& Obſervance of the Law is only look'd | 


«7 . 
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| tance, as a Friend of Publicans and Sinn-r;, 
[ | | as a Perſon that made void the Law, an; 
[7 gaveevery Man Licence to Sin. Nor ha: Wt - 
[ we Reaſon to admire, that the Phar:/-:; MW. 
j more eſpecially, ſhould be accus'd of 

f Saviour of building the Sepulchres of th: 


1 Prophets, and condemning their Father; 
x that kilPd them, ſaying, If we had liv 


q in the Days of our Fathers, we would n 

L have been Partakers with them in the Blood 

4 of the Prophets; whereas they outdid their 

* Fathers in juſtifying themſelves, and in n 

fl ſiſting upon their own Righteouſneſs, and Wh: 
it the Merit of their own Works, as well : Wt 
b the Merit of the Works of their Fathe: 

i Abraham z which was the very Princip!: WW 
bi from whence proceeded the Death of all thc Wl 
it Prophets, and at length the Condemnat:o Wh: 
= of that Perſon alſo as a Breaker of the La, Fo 
L and a Teacher of fach Do&rine as made voi WH 
b) the Law, who took off the Curſe of it, cit ſhi 
Nt bliſh'd it upon its true Principle, and who 

= was the only Perſon that ever did, or cv ic 
if will, exaQly fulfill it. AC 
8 I can't but obſerve, how far the Church Witc: 


of Rome has even outdone the Pharz/ces, 4 
not only condemning thoſe that Kkill'd ts 
Saints and Martyrs, but even adoring thei! 
Relicks and their Images; _—— no {cl 
exceeding them in the Prophet-killing Prin Wi 
ciple, - Well then may it bo ſaid of the py b 

RET D | | ol 
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WT. Rom:, © In her was found the Blood 
of the Prophets, and of the Saints, and of 
ES || that were Slain upon the Earth,” Well 
; ay ſhe be calld ſpiritually Sodom or 
B72, where alſo our Lord was cruci- 
Ei. Nor have the Doftors of the Ro- 
BS. Church leſs overturn'd the Law of God, 
BW: advanc'd their own Honour in dire@t 
{WD poſition to the Honour and Glory of 
WEEod, nor made themſelves, in their own 
Win Conceits, to be under a leſs Neceſſity 
WS acknowledging any Dependance upon 
| WE: true God, than the Pharifees did. To 
; Wii; End and Purpoſe, they have not only 
W{1bl:ſh'd the Doftrine of the Merit of 
Works, aſcrib'd to themſelves the Merit of 
Wc Works of all the Saints, and introduc'd 
Wc Worſhip of woe. but have put the 
W ower of forgiving 9ins into the mercenary , 
W:nds of the Pope, chang'd Repentance by 
Wis Authority into a bare Confeſſion of Sins 
Wo the Prieſts, leaving God out of the Que- 
Won; and made the Virgin Mary whom 
Wcy call Lady, Mother of Mercy, to be 
n ce Judge of the World, as maintaining 


A 
1 
i 


1 


ch Wcr Right to the exerciſe of Authority over 
u Wer Don. And in order to deſtroy the Au- 
lc Wority of the Son of God yet more effetu-. 
cit ily, they have even reduc'd him to a Wa- 
cl Wir) or Piece of Bread. We lee then that 


1n- WW opery 'is little more than a Mixture of 
eatheniſm and Phariſaiſm, or a more re- 


fhn'd 


Atheiſm, than was ever introduc'd into the 
World before. Well a may tþ be call 


Ty Law of Moſes being enforc' 


Promiſe made to Abraham, that both his 


| being a perpetual Memorial of che Coyenant 
made with .4brabam, and all thoſe being 
excluded from any Right-jor Title to the 


cis; hence EVEN the Sagducees as well 38 
Phariſees concluded, that all Nations and 
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the Myſtery of Iniquity, and molt juit ;; 
the Admonition ; * Come ont: of her my 
£ People, that ye be not Partakers of her 
© Sins, and that ye receive not of he 
© Plagues. ws 
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Of the Objeftions of the Jews againſt Je5u:s 
being the Meſſiah, and of his Anſwer: 
thereamte. 


. —_ 


| by temporal Rewards and Puniſi- 
ments, and it being ſaid in the 


Seed ſhould be bleffed, and that in his Seed 
all the Families of the Earth ſhould be blci- 
ſed, which Promiſe was afterwards more 
particularly confin'd to the Seed of 46a 
ham in the Line of 1/aac ; and Circumciſion 


promis'd Bleſſing by Virtue of the Covenant 
made with Abraham, who were not circum- 


Familics 
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ES. milies of the Earth ſhould be admitted into 
Bc Covenant of Circumciſion by the Zews 
ES.nder their King the Meſſiah; that to this 
EE-nd the Meſfiah, as King of the Zews, 
ET. -vid ſubdue and rule over all Nations, 
Bt of this his Kingdom there ſhould be no 
End, and that pros, a him the ſeveral Na- 
W:0ns of the Earth, more eſpecially the Zews, 
W:0:1d enjoy greater worldly Peace and Pro- 
Wpcrity, than was ever known in the World 
W-:forc. And this Peace and Proſperity, as 
7 :w5 ſfuppos'd, was to be the Effect of 
1 ::2 an exact and perfet Obedience to the 
aw of Moſes, both by the Fews and all 
Wir Nations. For a Curſe being denounc'd 
Wont every | Tranigrefthon of the Law, 
Wy could not underitand how a Perſon 
Would be redeem'd from the Penalry of the - 
W.1v, unleſs he was redeem'd and made free 
From the Tranſgreſhon of it, But the Pha- 
F//::5 were more efpecially confirm'd 1n theſe 
W pinions, from their ſeeing that it was fore- 
id in the Writings of the Prophets, That 
Il Kingdoms ſhould ſubmit unto him, and all 
Va:ions pay him Homage and Reverence ; and 
rom its being allo ſaid, Then will T ſprinkle 
ean Water upon you, and you ſhall be clean 
yon all your Filthineſs, and from all your 
iols will T cleanſe you. A new Heart alſo 
i! I give you, and a new Spirit will I put 
ith you, and 1 will take away the tony 
eart out of your Fs on I will give you 

an 
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Senſe then the Phariſees, more eſpecially 


_ general, by Virtue of the Promiſe made t 
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an Heart of Fleſh. And Twill put my $pivj 
within you, and cauſe you to walk in my $tq. 
tutes, and ye fhall keep my Fudgment s 11 
do them. And ye ſhall quell in the Land thy 
T gave to your Fathers, and ye ſhall be ny 
People, and 1 will be your God, Ir. thi 


imagin'd, that the Meffiah would finiſh thy 
Tranſgreffion, make an End of Sins, and 
bring in everlaſting Righteouſneſs. In thy 
Senſe, they thought, that upon Moun 
Z10n there would be Deliverance and Holi 
neſs, that. the Mountain of the Lord's Houle 
ſhould be eſtabliſh'd, in a molt viſible Man 
ner, in the Top of the Mountains, ai! 
ſhould be exalted above the Hills, and al 
Nations ſhould flow unto it; and that ever) 
Soul, that would not hearken to the Wor 
of that Prophet, ſhould be deſtroy'd tron 
among the People. In this Senſe thy 
thought the Meſſiah ſhould be cal 
The Lord our Righteouſncfſs, Since then thi 
Fews, as being circumcis'd, and as Þcing 
the Children of 4>5raham according to it 
Fleſh, not only claim'd to thernfelves 1! 


Abraham, a Right and Title to the promis' 
Blefhng, but moreover laid Claim to pect 
liar Privileges above all others that ſhould 
be admitted into the ſame Covenant of Cit 
cumciſion, they could not but be offendel 
at our Sayiour's teaching, That many hou! 

come 


L v9 1 

ES -omc from the Eaſt and Weſt, and fit down 
BS ith Abraham, and Iſaac, and Faced, in 
ES the Kingdom of Heaven; but that the 
ES Children of the Kingdom ſhould be caſt our 
BS into utter Darkneſs, where ſhould be weep- 
BE in and gnaſhing of Teeth ; that many of 
WY the Zews, who were firft calld, ſhould be 
BW i: in the Kingdom of Heaven, and that 
W many of the Gentiles, who were laſt as to 
W tc Time of their Calling, ſhould be firſt; 
W to: that even among hokl that were calld, 
W ic:7 were choſen. Hence we may cafily per- 
W c<ve, this being the conſtant Tenour of our 
W <:viour's preaching, what gave Occalion to 
W tc asking the Queition, whether, under 
W :c Government of the Meſſiah, few ſhould 
W þ- [av d? To this Queition our Saviour gave 
W 2 very different Anſwer from what the Jews 
expected, Strive to entcr in at the ſtrait 
Gate : For many, 4 ſay unto you, will ſeek to 
enter inyz and fhall not be able, And we hind 
that this was part of our Saviour's general 


Dottrine to the People, Hnter ye in at the 
A //-ai7 Gate; for wide is the Gate, and broad 
1 {5 be Hay that leadeth to Defiruttion, and 
8 2.7 there be which go in thereat :; Becauſe 


Erait is the Gate, and narrow is the Way 
which leadeth unto Life, and fray there be that 
j:d it. It may eaſily then be concluded, 
that the Zews would of Courle make great 
Ubjeftions againſt JEsvs's being the Met- 
uh, ſome of which, together with our 
| M 2 SAyiours 
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Saviour's Anſwers, I ſhall explain more x 
large. 


Firſt, The Jews maintain'd, that the 
principal End of the coming of the Mcjjiah 
was in ſuch a Senſe to create new Heaven: 
and a new Earth, or to occaſion ſuch a ey 
State of Afﬀairs in the World, as that able 
lute Righteouſneſs ſhould then flouriſh and 
prevail _ Men, both among the eu: 
and the People of all other Nations. Ihe 
concluded therefore that JE svs could not be 
the Mefliah, becauſe he did, by no Means 
inſiſt in his Preaching upon the Neceffity oi 
abſolute Righteouſneſs, but on the Necetlity 
of Repentance only and Faith in his Name; 
conſtantly declaiming againſt the Pretenſtors 
the Phariſees and Sadducees made to ſuch ab. 
ſolute Righteouſneſs, az a conſummate Picce 
of Hypocriſy; and declaring that he came 
not. to call the Righteous, but. Sinners to 
Repentance, that he intended to make re- 
penting Sinners, and not ſuch as ſhould he 
abſolutely Righteous, the Members of his 
Kingdom. Hence it 1s that our Saviour 
iaith, in Oppoſition to the DoQrine of thole 
Teachers who iniifted upon the Neceflity 0! 
abſolute Righteouſneſs, or of fultilling the 
whole Law, Come unto me all ye that labour, 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you Kt/!, 
Take my Yoke upou you, and learn of mt, 
hearken tomy DofFrine, and not to the a 

| 2 0 


_ --. 


L BE. 1 
BS 7/ 7ho/e who have laid upon you ſo heavy a Burs { 

Sc: a5 that Y fulfilling the whole Law, for [ {0 

ES ; meet and lowly in Heart, and in no wiſe "} ' | 
BY. Deſpiſer of Sinners like thoſe proud and ar- why 
BY 7 217 Teachers ; and ye ſhall find Ref? unto bf 
=. Souls. For my Toke 1s eaſy, and my | 
ER Light. Ws | WM 
RE He tells them farther, that God took Will 
Winch a peculiar Delight in forgiving Sinners 1 | 
W.o0n Condition of true Repentance, that Wo 
cn pon Suppoſition that the Phariſees and \ T0 
Jrcces were ſuch exatt Fultillers of the Wh 
WE2v, as they pretended to be; upon Sup- om 
Sp oiicion that they tranſgrets'd not the Law nh 
Ss © any outward Att whatſoever, which, 450 
 W&ccording to the Zewi/ Opinion, wasa Ful-. 44 
Wing of the Law; yet that the Repentanco wy 
WS: onc Sinner who ſhould give Glory to God. WA 
BS duly confeſling his Sins, or by duely %i 
Wc: nowledging his Faith in the true God XV 
W: 2 Scarcher of Hearts, and an exaQt Ob- 1.30 
- cr vcr of the Ways of Men, and by having Wa 
; WE duc Senſe of the divine Mercy in the For- ii 
, iveneſs of his Sins, ſhould occaſion more " 
» oy in Heaven, and be more acceptable to +4 
WF imighty God, than ſuch outward Obſer- WA 
WH 3c of all the Precepts of the Law by Fit 

 MWTiiicty and nine Perſons; more eſpecially, i 
WF cy in any wile valued themſelves upon, li} 
, WE fiulied in their own Rightcouſneſs. And dy 
WP: Saviour alſo, in order to curb this vain | 
Opinion j 7 
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- mance of the Works of the Law, upon Sty 


Obſervers of the Law as they pretended « 


with any the leaſt Acknowledgment ot tt 


Opi n1on of the Fews 5 takes particular Cap 
to inform them, that ſuch external Per{q. 


polition that they were-in Reality ſuch ri 


be, could in no wile be properly call'd 
Fulalling of the Law, fince the Law exterd 


DIE 
ed not only to outward Aftions, but «MW: 
to the internal Motions of the Soul, MM - 
Thoughts, Deſires, and AﬀeCtions. He 

He moreover tells them, that not the lt / 
troduCtion of abſolute Righteouſneſs amon:Wh: / 
Men, but the purchaſing Pardon of *in;W.;/ 
on Condition of Faith in his Name, vw: 
the true End and Deſign of his coming init : 
the World; which in Oppolition to 1a: 
abjolute Righteouſneſs of 7" which «Wc 
calPd the Righteouſneſs of the Law, -icrs 
calls the Righteouſneſs of God, "This is thor. 
Liberty, this 1s the Redemption from tr 't!: 
Bondage of Sin, and from the Curſe 0! th: 1 
Law, which Chritt came to procure, n«iſo: 
for the Fews only, but for all Nations oor 
the World. Ir is in this Senſe that Go vp: 
liced and redecm'd his People, that we mig" ig 
ſerve him without Fear. And greater ſc 


berty cannot be enjoy'd by us, confiiten!! 
divine Authority over us. 


It was with a particular View to th 
Redeniptio! 


LF] 
WR -icmption, or Freedom from the Curſe 
WW... Condemnation of the Law, through 
W.1on of Sins to be purchas'd by his Death, 
=. Condition of Faith in him, that J=sus 


WW /-; indeed :* And ye ſhall know the Truth, 
We Truth ſhall make you Free, To this 
WW. 7c:v5, pervertly mil-applying his Words 
Wcctly to their Subjeftion to the Power of 
&.: nan, anfwerd with Indignation, HF: 
8: \braham”s Seed, and as ſuch were never 
i Pondage to any Man; how ſay/t thou, Te 


25 took Offence at the Jeaſt Intimation 


heir own Righteouſneſs, and perfe&t Ob- 
ervance of the Law; whereas they could 
or, conſiſtently with the Nature and Con- 
Iition of their Law, look upon Servitude 
1 any other Light, than as a Puniſhment 
0: 51n. It 18 no Wonder then, that when 
onverting with a Perfon, Part of whoſe 
bnlinefs it was to convince them of their be- 
ng Sinners, or 'Franfgreflors of the Law, 
bey ſhonld upon the leaft Intimation of 
crvituade immediately take Offence, and ab- 
Plutely deny that they were ever in Bon- 


iy could loudly enough complain of the 
mpretlye Power of. the Romans, and of 
their 


WW. 0 thoſe Zews that believ'd on him, IF 
{ine in my Word, then are ye my Dif- 


©. be made Free. The Reaſon why the 


| ther being in Servitude, was evidently 
his, The Fews were refolv'd to infiſt upon. 


Iz: to any Manz-tho” upon other Occaſions 
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their own Servitude; and indeed imagpir'; 

that one End of the coming of the Mejia, 

was to deliver them therefrom. But +; 

Saviour, by Way of correQting their Mi; 

take, anſwer'd, Ferily, verily, £ fay un 

you, whoſoever committeth Sin is the Servyy 
of Sin, he is a Tranſgreſſor of the Law, 4; 

conſequently under the Curſe and Gondenmatimn 
es Law. And the Servant, and ſuch wi 
Moles, abideth not in the Houſe for ever, ai 
conſequently hath not always an immedi at 

Concern, much leſs any Authority in the Mi. 

nagement of the Houſe, and therefore can 

deliver you from the Curſe of the Law ; bit 
the Son abideth ever, by whom God made 
World, and who has conſequently always 4u 
thority over his own Houſe, If the Son ther 

fore ſhall make you Free, ye ſhall be Free i: 
_ deed: And that they might be more tully 
_ afſur'd, that he had Power and Authoriy 
to procure ſuch Freedom, . or Pardon 
Sin for them, and aQually would procu: 
it, he plainly declares himlelf to be the So 
of God, and to have been ſent into the 
World to that End and Purpoſe by his Fx 
ther. For, ſays he, 1proceeded forth, aut] 
came from God; neither came 1 of myſelf, bit 
he fent me. Why do ye not underſt ai ny 
Speech? even becauſe ye cannot hear my I ord) 
nor be prevail'd on to confeſs yourſelves 716! 
Sianers,or to forſake your fond Opinion of hci" 
abſolutely Righteous, left you ſhould be fot 4 
Sk, there!) 


FR, Al 


$ercby to condemn yourſelves of groſs Hypo- 
=, and loſe the Applauſe and Admiration 


wo 


= People. 


W Bcides, the Zews look'd upon our Savi- 
W., on Account of his endeavouring to 


W144: it his Buſineſs to bring them under the 
W'iric 21d Condemnation of theLaw; whereas 


T'\- of ic. But our Saviour tells them, 
Wi the delivering them from Condemnati- 


Boming into the World, from which Me/es 
011d not deliver them, who by the Terms 


I-mn'd them. For God ſent not his Son 


hit the World through him might be fay'd. 
\nd as for the Yew: Pretence of Jesus's 
liolving the Law, and relealing all Men 
om the Obligation of obſerving it, and 
be Argument drawn from thence againſt 


1s being the Mefiah, he clearly ſhews the 


r.nc, which extended the Obligation of the 
ww much farther than the Phariſees and 
adurces ſuppos'd It to reach; and by pro- 
cling that he himſelf came into the World, 
nat he might exaGily fulfill it, which the 

OC onins © OT Pharijees 


Wonvince them of their being all Sinners and 
WI ':1n(grefiors of the Law, as a Perſon that 


Wc, chought the Buſineſs of the Mefſiah 


&/1: to deliver them from the- temporal 
D: in 4 future State was the true End of his 


144 Conditions of his Law ablolutely con- 


nt} the World to condemn the World ; bur. 


Vealinels of it from the Nature of his Doz»-- 


F-9S - ] 


E bar z/ees and N) aducees, notwithſtanding all 
their va Boaſts and Pretenſions, by ny 
Means did. EW ne 


But in order to their further Convittion, 
that the procuring Forgiveneſs of Sins, and 
not the total Prevention of Sin, was the }:d 
of his coming into the World, and that h: 
was inveſted with Power to forgive Sins, in 
periorming miraculous Cures, he ſometirn 
iaid, to the Sick, Thy Sins be forgiven the, 
For whether is caſter to ſay, in an authors 
tative Way, Thy Sins be forgiven thee? r 
to lay, 1n an authoritative Way, Ariſe ai 
walk? For indeed the latter was an Eyi- 
dence of divine Power, as well as the for- 
mer. But that ye may know, that the Sn 
of Man hath Power on Earth to Fit zve Sin, 
(then ſaith he to the Sick of the Pale) Arijt, 
take up thy Bed, and go unto thy Houſe. iii 
he immediately aroſe. And this was certait: 
ly, according to the Nature and Condition 
of the Zewiſh, Law, more eſpecially, a ma 
nifeſt and vifible Fiona of Sin, as bc 
Ing a. vilible taking off, in an authoritative 


Way, the temporal Puniſhment of it; tho i 
we can't doubt, but ſomewhat of a {at F 
Higher Nature was imply'd in this Forgive Bil '* 
neſs of Sins. Hence #4 Forgivenels i th 
_ conſtantly attributed to the. Faith of the Bill © 
Perſon forgiven, our Saviour plainly figh! it 
fying hcreby, that Juſtification or Accep- Wil © 


Lance 


C 92 1 


F o1:/nels, Or of Fulfilling the whole AW ; 
W by: through the Righteouſneſs of Faith, 


W 7 Faith in him. For this Reaſon he ſome- 
W ime faith to the Sick, Thy Faith hath made 


@ !:j: inconſiſtent with the Opinions entertain'd 
by the Zews concerning the temporal Peace 
and Proſperity to be enjoy'd under the Go- 
verament of the Meſſiah, and concerning 


ſays he, that T am come to ſend PeaceonEarth; 


Subjedts of Cu RIsT's Kingdom were to cx- 
pect nothing in this World but Perſecutions 
and Cruelties, not only from Strangers, but 
eycn from their neareſt Relations; but. in 
the World to come they were promis'd to 
be rewarded with Lite everlaiting. Hence 


have Riches enter into the Kingdom of God ! 
Yor ſuch as gloried and prided themſelves 
11 their Riches, and lov'd the Things of 
this World and the Glory of it, could cer- 
tainly hardly be Rig on to profeſs 
themlelves M 

perlecuted Church, as was that of Cars, 


E tance with God was to be ſought after and 
; 8 r tain'd, not by Means of ablolate pa 4 


W :congh the Remiſſion of Sins on Condition 
W --: // hole: And all Things, faith he, aro 


Secondly, Nor was our Saviour's Doftrine 


the Nature of his Kingdom. Think not, 


1 came not to ſend Peace, but a Sword, The 


our Saviour ſays, How hardly ſhall they that 


embers of ſuch a deſpiſed and 
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'or to prefer the Glory of God before th 
bability, in Caſe of being pt to their Choe: 


rance of having obtain'd Remifhion of 41] 


eternal ife in the World to come. Ot thi; 
Remiſſion of Sins through Faith in Cy 8:6 


| Perfons, the primitive Chriſtians had ons 
Evidence, which at this Time we haye no 


Tuch remarkable Enjoyment of, I mean th: 
receiving the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt in au 


5 no or immediately upon their Pro. 
the Son of God, and Redeemer of the 


F927] 


Praiſe of Men; but would in all human Pre. 


rather forego the Hopes of future Happin:(; 
than part with the empty Efteem of Nay, 
kind, the Honours, Glories, and Riche; 
chis preſent World. The Peace, which 
CuRIsT promis'd to his Dijciples, was ng 
worldly Peace, but a firm Hope and Aijj. 


their Sins through his Sufterings, and through 
Faith in his Name; and a comfortable Hope 
and ExpeQtation in conſequence thereof, 


Jzsvs conſider'd with Reſpe&@ to particular 


extraordinary and vifible Manner, eithe: 
upon the laying on of the Hands of thc 


teſhon of Faith in Jz9vs as the Ca risT, 3 
Wok 


And as the Zews look*'d upon the pr: 
mis'd Mefftah, as an earthly, tho? eternal 
King, under whom they were to rule ove! 
all the Nations of the Earth throughout all 
Generations, and by whom abſolute 11 

everlaiting 


[ 499 ] 


By --rlafting Righteouinets was to be brought 
| : INE the World, both with {Reſpett to 
Wt 7cws, and all other Nations, and 
| ; indeed to be brought into the World with 
Wi\c{pctt ro other Nations by Means of this 
Wer onſve Power and Dominion of the Pews; 
W::crcfore they could not bur objett againſt 
W's being the Mefhah, becauſe he did 
WW: in the leaſt attempt to ſet up any ſuch 
W.odom upon Earth, did not teach the 
W cop that he was to Jive for ever upon 
With, but that he was to {after Death; and 
vas ſo far from extending the Power and 
WDominion of the Fews, and even from de- 
W:vcring them from the Power of the Romans, 
61 he declar'd the Time wasat Hand when 
Er :/a/em ſhould be utterly overthrown by 
he Roman Power. We ce then whence it 
ame to pals, that when Jesus taught his 
V:!ciples, that the Son of Man ſhould be 
'1verd into the Hands of Men, and that 
hey ſhould kill him, and that he thould 
ile the third Day, they by no Means un- 
rIood him. For they had been taught 
1t of the Law, that CuRisT ſhould hve, 
ind reign on Earth for ever. 
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but as JEsvs declar'd, that he was to die, 

0 a!/o that he was to be rais'd from the 
rad; and to this End and Purpoſe, not 

hat he might extend the Power of the Jews 
ver all the Earth, but; that whoſoever 
ſhould 


[ oþ 


ſhovld believe in him might not peri), 1, 


have everlaſting Life. Tour Fathers, {0 [ 
our Saviour, did ext Manna in the #1... 
neſs and are dead, many of them are 1. 
the Power and Domin:on of eternal Death, MR... 
being Idolaters and Unbeltevers. This i: MR. 
Bread which cometh down from Heaver, tA. 
a Man may eat thereof, and not die. [i L jj 
the Irving Bread which came down fro: HW 
ven: If any Man eat of this Bread, 1 ji. 
live for ever. And the Bread that 1 wii; 
give, is my Fleſh, which T will give j1r (- 
Life of the World. ——— He that believe!) vi | 
me hath everlaſting Life. I am that Br: . 
of Life. The plain Meaning of theſe Wor 
is, that his giving his Life for the Wor 7 
or his voluntary Death, ſhould be as cf::. 
al a Means of procuring eternal Lite, WM”: 
_ tural or common Bread is of preſerying Mc 
>" « . « 9) 
preſent Lite; and that Faith in him as a ki; 
deemer of theWorld by his voluntary D«18:'; 
would be as much the Means of making lM 4 
Peath efteQtual to the aCtual Procurement oil [+ 


eternal Lite for us, as eating common B:cui-ir 
is the Means of making it effeQtua! to tit 
Preſervation of the preſent Life, In ti 
Senſe it is that our Saviour ſaays, Exc! 
ear the blejh of the Son of Man, and art 1/8 
his Blood, ye have mo Life in you. 
eatcth my Fleſh, and drinketh my Blood, cer 
eternal Life, and I will raiſe him up «tt 


laſt Day. For my Ei: 1s Meat indeed, 


[L997 


Wc Senfe fuch, with Reipett to a future 
WT -. than the Bread and Drink we com- 
Won! make uſe of are iuch, or anſwer fach 
7 1nd Purpoſe, with Reſpe& to the Pre- 


_ vo Pee the prefent Life, unleſs we 


mal Life through his Death, unleſs we 
lieve in him as the Son of God, and Re- 
emer of the World, through this Sacrifice 
h:imfelft, through this yoluntary giving 
of his Life for our Redemption. 


7/1 dy, The Fews argued further, that 
vs could not be the Me 

Perſon qualify*'d, to introduce abſolute 
;ghteouſneſs, which they ſuppos'd to beone 
1n End of the coming of the Meſſiah, be- 


coir ing the Sick ſometimes upon the Sabbath 

+. # to can forgive Sins, lay they, but 
8 3/one ?—-For a good Work we lone thee 
> #7 {or Blaſbbemy ; and becauſe that 
7108p bcing a Man, make}? thyſelf God. —And 
"8: <torc did the Fews perſecute him, and 
Y cem him as a Breaker of the Sabbath; be- 
; 


Ya 
As 


=, 7d is Drink indeed. They are as to 
-- Efficacy, in a far higher and more 


W: -4ci0n of the prefent Life. And as theſe. 


WW: 1 drink them; fo neither can we have. 


efl1ah, nor indeed 


"'c cven he himſelt was nor perfettly Holy, 
V8 -claring himſelf to be the Son of God, 


taking upon him to forgive Sins, and as 


ile he perform'd Cures on the” Sabbath- 


E--G6-- 


As3to our Saviour Anſwer to the Obje(;,, 
againit his being the Mettiah, on accoyy 
X his taking upon him to forgive Sing, 
hath beer already ſpoken of. And 4s 
the Divinity of the Methiah, itis ſufficient; 
_ declar'd in the Old Teſtament. For the | 
is {aid, that the Angel of the Lord appezr! 
unto Moſes in a Flame of Fire, yet it 's ſub 
join*'d, that when the Lord ſaw that }; 
turn'd aſide to ſee, God call'd unto hirs oy 
of the Midſt of the Buſh. MAoreover, |; 
aid, I am the God of thy Fathers, the Gi 
of Abraham, the God of IHaac, and the 61; 
of Jacob. And the Angel which is the in 
mediate Repreſentative of the Father, is th! 
Son, or the Power next to the Father, wt.) 
Son, or the Power next to the Father, | 
the Mefſiab, by whom, and through 


Operation of the Holy Ghoſt, the Fathe #} 
made, and now governs the World. Ti: -; 
ſame Perſon 1s call'd the Meſlenger or At p 


gel of the Covenant. And 1/azah ſays, | 
all their Affiftions be was affiitted, aud !!! 
Angel of his Preſence fav'd them. Agrecad) 
hereunto it 1s ſaid, The Lord rain'd upon S 
dom Fire from the Lord out of Heaven. And 
in the Caſe of Abrabam's entertaining thi 
Angels, nothing is more evident than that 
the Chief of them was the Son of God, ant 
that this Son of God was the promis d Mel 
liab. And the Holy Ghoſt ſpeaking 0 
the Mouth of David, iays very plan 

; 


F: UC M0 I 

= lord ſaid unto my Lord, fit thou on my 
= Hand, til! 1 make thine Enemies thy 
B-://--/. But as to the Accufation of Blaſ- 
BDcny, our Saviour's more direct and. ex- 
cis Anſwer is, That were it not out of mere 
Wc udice and Malice, which would not ſuf- 
WW them to give his Words a fair'and can- 
WL interpretation, they could not look upon 
WW: 25 a Blaſphemer on Account of his cal- 
W- himſelf the Son of God, cyen tho? they 
Wo'd him to be no more than the Greateit 
WI Holieſt of Prophets, ' and ſuch ar leaſt. 
WW: Works prov'd him to be. For 1s ic not 
Wittcn in your Law, 7 ſaid; ye are Gods * 
he calPd them Gods unto whom the Word 
God came, tho? they were not perte& 
lallers of the Law, and the Scripture can- 
t be broken; /ay ye of him whom the Father: 
th ſanftify'd, . and ſent unto the World, and 
this Fnd and Purpoſe that he might fulfill 


W M9. Will of Ged, thou A poeme/e be- 
h uſe I ſaid, T am the Son of God. | 
tht | 

ON EN Jp | dc us :"Þ b.$ 0-4 366 
"Bur bly, The Anſwer to the Accuſation 
Wo our Saviour's breaking the Sabbath 18 
Wn) and ealy to be undcrſtood; nor is it 
q ticult to prove that the Performance of 


h Cures on the Sabbath-Day had a dire&t 
ndency fully to anſwer the End for which 
Sabbath was ordain'd, or to produce a 


o ie Faith in that God who was not only 
\\ Creator, but was about to be the actual 
L © | Redeemet 
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Redeemer of the World ; neither need I til; 
Notice of the FZewyh Objeftion again) 
J=$svs's being the Meſſiah, becauſe he cam 
from Nazareth, the Obje&tion. being {out 
ed upon a manifeſt Miſtake. I ſhall cho; 
rather therefore to make ſome Obſer yi) 
upon an Objeftion that is to be met with j 
the 7th Chapter of St, Zohn, 24th Verſe, anj 
runs thus. We know this Man whence be i, 
hut when Chri/t cometh no Man know) 
whence he is. This ObjeQion is taken tron 
the 8th Verſe of the 53d Chapter of 1/aia 
He was taken from Priſon and from Tit: 
ment, and who fhall declare his Generatin! 
For he was cut off out of the Land of ti 
{.iving. Theſe Words His Generation, can 
without creat Force and Violence, be inter 
preted of the Wickedneſs of that Generatia 
1 which the Meffiah, or the Son of Dazii 
ſhould come, tho” from the other Words {ch 
Inference might be fairly drawn ; nor hadth 
antient Fews any ſuch Notion concerning 
the Wickedneſs of that Generation ; but ai 
manifeſtly ſpoken of the Generation of the 
Mefhah himſelf; the Prophet ſhewing here 
by, that the Death of the Meftijah wouls 
be a great Obſtacle, with Refpe& to tht 
Fews, againſt their Belicving his 1 vine 
Generation, of that he was really the 506 
of God, the Power next to the Father, ant 
_ the beſt-beloyed of his Father, the Perio' 
by whom, and through the Operation wr UN 

bracts «rota Hel 
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W nc: governd the World, But the Jews 
BE...cluded from hence, and from ſome other 
WP rophecies ſufficiently obvious, that the 
ih ſhould not be known, nor have any 
Bower, till E/jas ſhould come in Perſon, and 


Wb: the main End and Deſign of the com- 
F ng of Ehas, And this may probably be 
Wc Reaſon, why ſome ſaid at his Crucihxi- 
i, Lot be, let us fee whether Elias will come 
W- /avc him. Since then E/igs had not yer 
W-ppcar'd in Perſon, they concluded, that 
Wb. Mefiah, if he was come, mult be yer 
W:ilnown, both as to his Generation and 
Wcrion. To this Objetion our Saviour an- 
Wiwcrs, Ye both know me, and ye know whence 

{ am; for this he had ſufficiently proved and 
declar'd; and / am not come of my/eif, but he 
hat {ent me 15 true, or a God of perfett Triith, 
W& therefore hath truly declared me to be his 
', and will through Means of my Suffering s 
u/fill, in a moſs alluſtrious Manner, the Pro- 


%. 


ve Families of the Earth ſhould be bleſſed. 
0m ye knew not, whom you acknowledge uot 
57 Searcher of Hearts, and a God of Mercy, 
ind 19hoſe Goodneſs in purchafing Pardon of Sins 


ou have no Knowledge of; whom ye acknorw- 
edge not as my Father, whoſe Teftimony con- 
erning me as his Sen you give no Credit to, 

O 2 and 


| oly Ghoſts God at nrit created, and hath 
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like him with Reſpect to his ſevere and 1 
| ſtemious Way of Life, had declar'd hin vWF 
be the Son of God, and that he himſeli 


| by Means of him his Son, and through th 
Operation of the Holy Ghoſt, or in othe 
_ ordination to the Will of his Father, ai 
or ſuch Works as peculiarly belong to tix 
_ Creator and Preferver of Mankind, bein! 


and as the Perſon, who as ſuch, would 


_ or God emphatically ſo call'd, as a 6% 


+2060} 


and whoſe Truth with relation to the fu; 
#he Promiſe made to Abraham 5y Mc»: 
me his Son, you utterly deny. Ss j 


Beſides, as our Sayiour alledges, it ise" 
dent that Zohn the Baptiſt, who was ſhadoy! 
out under the Appellation of Elias, as bein 


ſufhciently prov'd himſelf to be the Son i 
God, by Miracles wrought in the Narn« Mi 
the Father, or by Miracles wrought by |; 
Father, and which are therefore call'd th 
Teſtimony of the Father concerning hin 


Words, by him as the Son of God in $1 


through the Operation of the Holy Ghoi 
1f I do not, fays he, the Works of my Fatih 


eminently and emphatically ſuch, 5e/in 
27e not. | Hence our Saviour fays likewilt 
Ye neither know me, nor my Father; i 
not acknowledging him as the Son of Go, 


deem the World by voluntatily giving h! 
Life for the Sins of Mankind; nor the Fathe) 


that would redeem the World throu 


$. 
LCA 
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nit of him his Son, and fo fulfill his Pro- 


WS&niic made to Abraham, and which he con-. 


WS:rmcd by the Mouth of all his Prophets, as 


Vc fee then why Peter was fo ſeverely re- 
Wprov'd, when he laid, Far be it from thee 
W-1rd, this muſt not be unto thee, 


_ 
bk. 
} 


Ip 
WV 


WF.:ilon, why Acodemus could not under- 
{iid our Saviour's Dottrine concerning Re- 


Wrinc of Regeneration was a common Doc- 
Wie among the Fews. For ſuch, as fram 
Wmong the Genti/es were made Proſelytes to 
We Zewiſh Religion, were taught, that 
$upon their being 1nitiated into thac Religion 
by Baptiſm, or Purification by Water, they 
were become new Men; and that not only 
their religious Principles, and Way of Life 
were to be alter'd; but that all Relation 
ceas'd with Reſpe& to thoſe ro whom they 
were related in their former States of Hea- 
theniſm. Nor were the Pharz/ces, as I have 
already obſerv'd, and ſuch was Nicodemus, 
unacquainted with the DoQtine of the Ope- 
ration of the Holy Spirit upon the Souls of 
Ven, as being by Profeſſion eyen more than 
Fultllers'of the whole Law, and conceiying 
themſelves ro be enabled ſo to do by the 
Athitance of the Holy Spirit. MNicodemus 
therefore could in no wile apprehend, how a 

: Phariſee 


«11 as by ſolemn Covenant, and by Oath. 


We may from hence eaſily perceive the 
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the Holy Spirit ſhould be given to any on: 
rather than to a Phariſee; who, as ſuch, yy 
accounted the moſt Religious of all Men; ny 


_ of the Words. But ſuch Regeneration coul 


every one that is bora'of the Spirit. For 
Acceptance with God as a.Son of {bran 


_ Guidance and Direction of the 


[ve 7} 
Phariſee could be initiated into a more Hoh 
Religion; nor how it ſhould happen, thy 


conſequently how a Phariſee could be other. 
wile born again,than inthe groſsnaturalSen; 


profit nothing. For that which is born « 
the Fleſh, i. Fleſh, he is no more than {uh 
a Perſon's Son according to the Fleſh ; an! 
that which is born of the Spirit, is Spirit 
whoſoever is regenerate through the Operr 
tion of the Holy Spirit, and 1s led by th: 
Guidance of the ſame Spirit, 1s both a Sor of 
Abraham in a ſpiritual Senſe, and a Son 0 
Child of God, and ſuch a Pharijee is no 
For even as the Wind bloweth where it li: 
eth, and is not ſubje& to the Will of Man, 
nor bloweth where a Man might think « 
molt reaſonable-that it ſhould do 1o, cvet. 
ſo, with ReſpeQt to human Judgment, 
that of the Phariſees more eſpecially, | 


is not to be obtain'd meerly by Virtue of : 
Deſcent from Abraham, nor to be fought 
atrer through a perte&t Obſervance ot 1 
whole Law, but through the Righteoulucl 
of Faith; and a Perſon's being under th 
Holy Spirit 

is knoy/n, not from his making .Profetiion 
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fon of the true Faith, and being duely 
BE -itiaced into ſuch Profeffion. Except then 
BL. Phriſce was born of Water and of the 
Spirit, he could not enter into the Kingdom 
Bo God. Neither is the Afiſtance of the 
Eoly Spirit intended to ettable Men to ful- 
B!! the whole Law of God, but to guide 
Wd dire them ro the true Faith, to the 


Wd that through ſuch Faith their imperfe&t 


3 )bſervance of the Law may become accep- 


anſe of your Condemnation, fays our Sa- 
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Wh: Law, is not the having aQually tranſ- 
Worcls'd the Law, which you Phariſees ima- 


of the Truth would make you loſe the Praiſe 
End Admiration of the Pcople; and who 

therefore hate me as endeavouring to con- 
vince you of 2990 being in Fatt all Sinners 


your Diſ-belief in me as the Son of God, 
End who, as ſuch, was ſent into the World 
DV! to bring in abſolute Rightcouſnels, but 
t2 procure Pardon of Sins by my voluntary 
cath, on Condition of Faith in my Name ; 
that {o the Promiſe made to 4braham might 


FB fulfilling the whole Law, but from his 
Wucly acknowledging his Sins, making Pro- 


ible in the Sight of God. And the real 


WW 1our, or of your being under the Curſe of 


Win: can alone bring you under the Curſe, 
End who hate the Light and the Truth as not 
Worccing with the Pride and Vanity of your | 
D\linds, and becauſe an Acknowledgment 


r Tranfgreflors of the divine Law; but. 
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be fulfill, that in his Seed all Familio, 


not be offended with ſuch, as ſhould attemy 
to convince him of his being a Sinner. Every 


Honour and Glory before the Glory of Al. 
mighty God, and chooſeth rather not «© 


wap SI. 


SOIT err et ee oo 


through Remiſhon of Sins, left he ſhoull 
Joſe the Applauſe of the People through: 


: they are wrought in God, And this is the 


[ 104 } 


the Earth ſhould be bleſſed. And indeed, j; 
a Man was in Fa@ a Fulfiller of the whol: 
Will of God, he would ftand the Trial; an; 


one that doeth Evil, that prefers his own 


give Glory to God as a Searcher of Heart, 
as a God of Mercy and a God of Truth i; 
fulfilling the Promiſe made to 4b; ahan 


Confeſſion of his own Sintulneſs, hateth the 
Light leſt his Deeds ſhould be reproy'd, Bi 
he that doeth Truth cometh to the Light 
that his Deeds may be made manifeſt, that 


Condemnation, that Light is come into the 


World, and Men lov'd Darkneſs rather tha! 
Light, becauſe their Deeds were Evil. 


ef As. \ 
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CHAP, V.: 


b- ){ the Jewiſh OvjetFions again}? the Doffrint 
7 uftification by Faith, and of $8 Paul's 


FR 
= 
- 


W {/wers to thoſe Objetions. 

NF ſeveral of the Zewihh Opinions I 
have already taken Notice, and_ 
ſhall therefore no further repeat 


, Wm, than the Nature of the Subjet hall 
TO The Fews then inferr'd from the 
n -0miſe made. to Zoraham that in his Seed. 
1; WW! Families of the Earth ſhould be bleſſed, - 


1t all Nations ſhould be admitted into the 


f . ary v8 ©: Ha 

1, WF ovcnant of Circumciſion by the Zews un- 
; WE: their King the Meſſiah. But S?. Pays 
tr W's againit this Opinion as abſurd and 


conſiſtent both with the Law, and with 
e Promiſe made to Abraham, For it is 


4, WW 'ccot, that this is making the promis'd 
1 {F<i2g to depend upon the Fews, as wel 


uron the Meffiah; not upon one only, 
t 1pon many : whereas it is plain from the 
ords of the Promiſe, that the Bleſſing was 
t to be conferr'd on Mankind by many, 
t by one, In thy Seed hall all the Familes 
the Earth be bleſſed. Beſides, if the In- 
tance of the Blefling be of the Law, if 
to be obtain'd only by Virtue of enter- 
| into the Covenant of Circumciſion, and. 
Fceping the whole Law in conſequence 
1201, then it does not properly belong to 
afy 


Abraham and his Children through Mexi: 


king to do this in Conſequence of being ci. 
 cumcis'd, and in Oppoſition to the Dottrine 


to Juſtification by Works, or a claiming 


ſon's own Righteouſneſs, and fo an utter 


together with the Manner of his arguing 


to ſuch of the Galatians, as from among 


| 106 | 


any one on Account of the promis'd Ge, 
but God gave the Bleſſing to Abrahan ty 
Promiſe, 1t was promis'd to be conferr'd © 


of the promis'd Seed. If then we confider, 
that Circumciſion was a Right by which 
Perſons enter'd into an Engagement of keep 
ing the whole Law, and that the under 


of Faith and Repentance, was pretending 
Acceptance with God, on Account of a Per 


Rejeftion of the DoErine of Pardon of Sing 
on Condition of Faith in Cyri1sT; we maj 
from thence ſee the Foundation of the Dit 
pute carried on in St. Paul's Epiſtles with 
the Fews, and Judaizing Chriſtians, cot 
cerning the Dottrineof Juſtification by Faith 


and the Force of his Arguments. Hence fl! 
Reaſon appears clearly, why St. Pa! ia): 


the Heathen were converted to Chriſtianit), 
1f you be circumcis'd Chriſt ſhall profit yi 
nothing. Hor I teſtify again to every lat 
that 15 circumcts'd, that 19 is a Debtor t1® 
the whole Law. CG hriſt 1s become of None Eff 
to you, whoſoever of you are juſtify'd by i 
Law; ye are fallen from Grace. *The Meat 
ing oft theſe Words is plainly this; wi" 

eval 


L209 

W --cc of you voluntarily enter into the Zewyb 
W Corcnant in Oppoſition to the Chriſtian, 
W 2nd are circumcis'd in Token thereof, ye 
W 1 be no otherwiſe juſtify'd than through a 


\ WE þcr fe Obſervance of the whole Law, which 

\ WE ou cnter'd into an Engagement of tulfll- 

y 3 0g by being, circumcis'd; and are fallen 

. SE in Grace, or the Chriſtian Covenant, as 

WE 1ving rejefted Pardon of Sin, and Accep- 
W 1c with God, on Condition of Faith in_ 


Cyrs7 JERvS ; and have therefore no Right 


. or Title to any Beneht by Virtue of that 
r A Covenant of Grace, And indeed if Righte- 
tet oulnets COmC by the Laws it a perte& C()b- 


jervarice of the whole Law of Gad be the 


ng 

a WH"! Condition of Juitihcation or Acceptance 
Jil with God, then CaR1sT dy'd in vain 1n or- 
ich Wt to purchaſe Pardon of Sins, and Recqn- 
on Wc iiation with God for us. For upon juch 
th, AY > ppoſition no ſuch Thing as Pardon of Sin 


could be obtain'd by him, lince ſuch Perſons 
1:07 could be accepted of God, as were 
Fulnllers of the Law. | 


It!) Belides, if they which be of the Law be 
- 11 WF i<irs of the Promiſe, it the being initiated 
Mar 'iito che Zewifho Covenant by Circumeition, 
to 4-nd the Fulfilling the whole Law in conſe- 
uence of ſuch Initiation, be the only Con- 
dition of Acceptance with God, then Faith 
(cars made void; the Scripture would nat þe 
0 WW uc which fays, Abraham Gc/rev'd, and 17 
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ly requires a perfeft and abſolute Obedience 
| bringing thoſe, to whom it was given, un 
_ ham and his Seed. 


within the Covenant, as they ſuppos, by 


naturally' obje& againſt the Do&rine of jul 
tification by Faith, as being an Excluſion Wl 
of ſeveral of their Forefathers from all Right Mou! 


in Idolatry and Unbelick To this 


| 108 } 
was counted to him for Righteouſneſs, and t\ 
Fuſt ſhall live by his Faith ; and the Proj 
would be made of no Efte&, becauſe 1! 
Men being Sinners, all Men would of cr, 
lequence be under the Curſe and Condemny, 
tion of the Law. For the Law 1s not o 
Faith, it does not accept of a fincere Obtdj 
ence ariſing from a true Faith, but politive 


it does not ſay, Believe; and thou ſhalt |; 
fay'd ; but, Do this, and live.” 'Nor coul! 
the Zewiſh Law, upon this Suppoſition ſerie WM 
any other End of Purpoſe, than' that of Wc 
der the Curſe and Condemnation of it; an 
ſo would be manifeſtly againſt the Promiſe 
of God, which entail'd a Bleffing on 46; 


But fince the Fews claim'd a peculiu WP 
Right and Title to the promis'd Blethog, « WW 1 
being the Children of Abraham according to WP.c* 
the Fleſh in the Line of 1/aac, and as being 


Virtue of Circumcifion, they could not but FP: 


and Title to the promis'd Bleffing. For iv bc 
was maniteſt, and conld in no Sort bc G | 
ny'd, | that many of cheir Forefathers dy cc: 


34; If 4+; PS * ds 


8, Apoſt! 
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Boil anſwers, that the Bleſſing was nog 
W-:omisd to the Seed of Abraham, meerly 
W.: bcing of the Seed of {Abraham according to 
Wi. Fict, nor 1s being circumeid, and'ex: 
Wc Obſervers of the Law, but as being Be- 
Wicvcrs; that Zbraham himſelt was accepted 
WW: 1 righteous Perſon through Faith, and 
Wo:.cquently not through a perte&t Obſer- 
W:1ncc of the whole Law; that he was ac- 
E:p:cd as a righteous Perſon before he was 


ore eſpecially as a Seal of God's having 
ccepted him through Faith; and that it 
as conſequently chiefly deſign'd to preſerve 
nd keep up that Faith which he had be- 
Wudcs, that all ſuch Perſons, and ſuch only, 
hether circumcis'd or uncircumcis d, whe- 
ber by Birth Zews or Gentiles, whether of 
be Seed of Abraham according to the Fleſh 
r not of his Seed, ſhall be accepted or re- 
uted for Abraham's Seed, for Children or 


:pe&t to be juſtify'd, not by Virtue of be- 
2 the Children of. Abraham according to 
bc Fleſh; neither through their own Righ- 


| being initiated into the Fewiſp Covenant 
Circumciſion, and of paying an exaCt 


 luch Initiation; but through the Righte- 
Crs arr = #1) +07... oulnels 


Ircurcis'd, and that Circumcitton ferv'd. 


ore he- was circumcis'd. Hence he con- 


l-irs of the Promiſe, as ſhall imitate the. 
ath of their Father ASraham; and ſhall 


oulneſs which is of. the Law, or by Virtue 


dedience to the whole Law in conſequence 
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ouſneſs of God which is by Faith, throy! 


_ greater, than were ſome of the Gent:/;, | 
would be manifeſtly arbitrary and uijil 


the Heathen as profane, and themlelye 9 


Pardon and Remillion of Sins purcho&d jy 
them by the Death of CxxIsT on Conditiy 
of Faith in his Name. And indeed fn 
many of the Fews were maniteſtly as prey 
Tranſgreflors of the moral Law. and «4 


even upon their own Principle of Juſtificaug 
by Works, to accept a wicked Few merch 
becauſe he was circumcis'd, and to reject th 
morally better Heathen merely becaiule 
circumcis'd. And hence appears the Pri 
and Injuſtice of the Fews in looking up 


Perſons of ſuch Purity and Holinels as cy 
to be polluted by the Touch of them; where 
as it appear*d that the one was as great : 
Breaker of the moral Law, as the othe; 
and that the only Difterence between then 
was, upon their own Principle of Jultihcat 
on by Works, that the Fews were circun 
cis'd, and the Heathen were not circum 
cis'd. ILY b-.4 


"The Apoſtle obſerves further, that if 
enjoining Perſons, under the Penalcy 9 
Curſe, to keep the whole Law, had imply! 


| that the perfe&t Fulfilling of -the Lp tt 
was the only means of Juſtification, 14 : 
Scripture had certainly taken Notice of 10's 
noz 


Perſons that had aQually fulfill 'dir ; whe! 


Tr 1 

W. ::c Scripture oy where ſuppoſes all 
Wc: co be Sinners. This is what the Apo- 
W!- 1110s, when he ſays, If there had been | 
Low given able fo give Life, or which was MN 
Wd to juſtify, or in any wiſe to qua- El 
W/ P:r/ons for eternal Happineſs, through 

WW 5} Obſervance of it, verily there would 
2: teouſneſs of the Law; There would 

8 me Perſons to be met. with in Scripture 

@ hom perfe&t Righteouſneſs, or an exa& ' 
hieryance of the Law, would be afcribd. (of 
u: the Scripture hath concluded all under "oh 
1, that we might reaſonably conclude 
dat the Promiſe or promis'd Bleffing ſhould n 
t given, not through the Righteouſneſs of 1% 
© hn but through Faith in "Fo CHRIST, 

d a1! ther that believe in him. | 
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The Law then was not given to the Zerws 
ortler to condemn them, . or exclude them -.. 
om the promis'd Bleffing ; but in order to 1 
ew then that were it not out of Confidera- | 
on to ſomething external to the Law, by li 
eats of which the Curſe ſhould be taken oh 
i, and Pardon of Sins obtain'd, they muſt i 
| inevitably be under the Curſe and Con- x 
mnation of the Law. Neither was it gi=" | 

n to them, that they might be enticlag 
the promis'd Bleffing og an exact 
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088 2crfect Performance of the Duties of the Wl 
og” ; but that it might lead them to the i bi 
1088107 ledge of the true Means by which the W 


promis'd_ 


 -44® -] 
promis'd Blefling was to be obtain'd ; 
they might be more fully convinc'd of t, 


1;  Heinouſneſs of Sin, of the Puniſhment 9 

i toit, iricaſe it ſhould be rigorouſly exatte, 

iq be more heartily thankful to God to (1 

þ Forgiveneſs of Sins with reſpeGt to the tn; 
> poral Puniſhments due unto them, ar! b; 
F | induc'd thereby, after an Opinion of a |, 
.=— ture Life had prevail'd among them, 7; 
[ly _ readily to accept of Pardon of Sins with te. 
if ſpe to ſuch future Life, whenloever ; 
[40 ſhould be offer'd to them, upon ſuch ealy at/ 
if reaſonable Terms as thoſe qf Faith 11 the 
1h true God, and conſequently of Faith 
Wi! Canisr Jesvs as the promis'd Meſſiah, ar{ 
tl: Redeemer of the World. This 1s the ip; 
| f ritual End and Deſign of the Law, and henc 
| Ul the Miniſters of the Goſpel are ſaid to be \; 
[is niſters, not of the Letter as the 7Jewr/ 


Teachers were, but of the Spirit, as being 
Teachers of it in that Senſe in, which it wa 
intended by the Holy Spirit to be underſiool 

For ti. 7 *tter killeth, but the Spirit givcti 
Life. For according to the literal Senfs o 
the Law we are all under Condemnation; 
but according to the Spiritual, as being 
Believers in the true God, are Heirs ol ctr 

.- nalLife. And the ſerving God with a v1 
to this ſpiritual End and Deſign of the Lav 
the Apoſtle terms ſerving in the Newnel 
of the Spirit, and not in the Oldneſs of ti: 

| Letter ; not as Perſonsconceivingz that eve! 
ent 


[ ITg | 
Thc leaſt Tranfgrefſion of the Law will bring 
&::; under the Curie and Condemnation of it ; 
8: 25 Perſons, that underſtand the Spiritual 
Wd and Deſign of the Law, then newly diſ- 
Wd to Mankind through the Operation 
Wi the Holy Spirit of Gol: and as Perſons 
W:hcrcby condutted to a thankful Acceptance 
W-' Pardon of Sins through Faith in Cxrist 


W315. 
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:9cl was both a Son of Abraham, and cir- 
umcis'd, as well as 1/azc;, but yet that {-- 


142] was not Heir of the promis'd Bleſhng, 


Wb... //-ac. For it is written ; In Iſaac ſhall 


S 


ock'd Tſagc, and for this gy 28H as the 
\Apoſtleintimates, becauſe Iſaac belicy*dthat 
3504's Promiſe would be fulfilÞd, and who 


2 WW: therefore juſtify'd ; which, [&mael dilre- 
| parded, eiteeming it as 4 THing of no Va- 
. ue or Concern; and. deſpifing Iſaac on Ac- 


count of his Faith, and was therefore in the 
Number of Unbelievers: Tell me, ſays the 
('« that are Gentile Converts to Chriſtianity 


ut yet delieve with the Fews, that unleſs 
Man be circumcis'd; and keep the whole 


" -e he cannot be ſav'd; do ye not hear 
; he Law? For Abraham had two Sons; the 
ſ y : 


xc by a Bond-Maid, the other pf a Free+ 
Yoman, But he wÞo Was of the, Bond- 
 . Woman 


The Apoſtle obſerves farcher; that Thh- 


hy Seed be call'd. And we find that Iſmac? 


\poRle, ye that deſire to be under the Law; 


"10 0-3 
Woman was born Fer the Fleſh, he Was ny 
more than a Son of 4braham according ty 


the Fleſh: But he of the Free-Woman w1; 


by Promiſe, he was the Son of Abrahan i; 


2 Spiritual Senſe, and not yn 1 
OF 


_ theFlefh, as being the Son promis'd to 5: 


ham as the Perlon that ſhould be Heir of }; 
Promiſes made to him, and to his Seed 
And theſe Things ſays the Apoſtle are 


| Sgt, and plainly repreſent the preſent 


State of the Jews, who as pretending t 
Juſtification through a perfe&t Obſervance of 
the Law, and as rejecting Pardon of Sin; 
through Faith in Chriſt, are under the Bon: 
dage, and indeed under the Curſe and Con: 
demnation of the Law; and the Stat aid 
Condition of true Chriſtians, who feel:ing 
after Juſtification throygh Faith in Cu rs), 


have our Sins pardon'd, and are made fre: 


from that Bondage, as well as from tt: 
Curie and Condemnation of the Law, and 
therefore the Zews, tho* Children of 46-5 
ham and Sarah according to the Fleſh, can 
be no otherwiſe confiliertd in a Spirit! 
Senſe, than as Children of the Bond-VWo 
man; but we who are true Belieyers ' 
CnrrsT, and are, as true Believers, the tt! 


Heirs and Children of the Promiſe, an con 


Tequently Members of the heavenly 7:7 


ft alem, and haye obtain'd Pardon of our d1ns 


through Faith,” are Children of 4braha it 
a Tnuch. higher Senſe, eyen as Faac was gnd 
FT, Re 15 
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W 1; being in this Senſe free ought not to be 
W onfider'd as Children of the Bond-Woman, 
W 1: of the Free. Nor was the Gift of the 
W Holy Ghoſt, which was a viſible Confhirma- 
W:on of the Apoſtles Realoning, beſtow'd 
_ Fi any of them oa his Admifhon into the 
W 7 c1/ Covenant by Circumciſion, or upon 
Wis Aſcent tothe Do@rine of Juſtiacation by 
Works; buc only upon his Protefſion of X 
With in CaR1sT, or his Admffion into that 
WCovenant whereby Pardon of Sins was of- 
Wd chrough Faith in CynisT Jes. 


E Bur further, ſince the ZFews promis'd them- 
Wives fo great Advantages above all other 
WP cople, and look'd upon themſelves as Heirs 
dj the Promiſes made to Abraham, in a pe- 
uliar Manner, both as being the Children 
di Abraham according to the Fleſh, and as 
ding initiated into the Covenant made with 
heir Forefathers, through Circumcitton ; it 
an't be wonder'd at, that the Fews ſhould 
de very much againſt entering into a new 
'ovenant, by the Terms whereof they were 
0 enjoy no more than equal Privileges with 
ther Nations. Hence St. Pau/ infilts upon 
ne Preference of this New Covenant betore 
nc Old, which denounc'd a Curſe againſt 
very one that continued not in all Things 
ritten therein to do them. And the Cove- 
ant made with the Zews being literally the: 
ame, as I haye before ſhewn, as that made 
Q 3 - with 
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with Adam ina State of Innocence, ther. 


fo alls is the Free Gift. For if through the 
Offence of one many be dead, if through th; 


God, and the Gift by one Man, jz 


his Son CaRisT JEsus, on Conditioa 4 


dience, it 'may reaſonably be ſuppos'd that 


with 'a Cappeity of Fulfilting the whok 


that ſinn'd, fo alſo is'the Gift. © For unde! 


F- aw } 


fore St. Paul.takes particular Notice of thy 
Covenant. For not as the Offence, ſays he 


Offence of one it was ordain'd that al) Mz 
ſhould die; much more has the Grace «/ 


CHRisT, abounded unto many, much mor 
has the Free Pardon of Sins which God hail 
urehas'd for us by the voluntary Death « 


Faith in him, contributed to the Salvztion 
of many. For fince Adam's Seed, had }: 
continued in a State of Innocence, had ber: 
always under the the ſame Covenant wit 
Adam, and entitled to the Promile of «ter 
nal Life, only an Condition of abſolute Ob: 


a far leſs Number would haye attain'd 
final Juſtification or Salvation upon the!s 
Terms, tho? born in a State of Innocence or 


Law according to the Similitude of Adan; 
than will now attain to Salvation throug! 
the Free Pardon of Sins which Chriſt pur 
chas'd for us, on Condition of Faith in þ 
Name. And not as in the Caſe 'of 44am 


the O1d Covenant any one Sin was futjicieil 
to Condemnation; but now through tt 
Peath of CxR1sT, on Condition of ry 
; | on O90" ol 


+ * 
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W. free Pardon is obtain'd of many Offences 
Wo ſuſtification, If then whilſt we. were 
W; ncmics, we were reconciPd to God by the 
Wah of his Son; much more being recon- 
Wil we ſhall be juſtifty'd through Faith in 
Win, and in Conſequence thereof ſhall be 
WJ anc'd to a tate of eternal Lite and Happi- 
cis through his Lite who is ordain'd to be 
Judge of the World, and who has promis'd 
o beſtow eternal Lite and Salvation on all 
10ſec that believe in him. FE Fog 


And that ſuch New Covenant ſhould be 
Eltabliſh'd, the Holy Spirit foretold by the 
Mouth of the Prophet Feremiah, Behold, 
he Days comes ſaith the Lord, that I will 
Wc 2 New Covenant with the Houſe of 
Wiracl, and with the Houſe of Judah ; not ac- 
y > 
11 ding to the Covenant that I made with their 
athers, in the Day when I took them by the 
Hand to lead them out of the Land of Agypt; 
uſe they continued not in my Covenant, and 
| regarded them not, ſaith the Lord, For 
"1s is the Covenant that I will make with the 
oſe of Iſrael, ' after theſe Days, ſaith the 
od; I will put my Laws into their Mind, 
pd write them 'in their Hearts; and I will 
pe t9 them a God, and they ſhall ve to me a 
*gple, And they ſhall not teach every Man- 
b:5 Neighbour - and every Man his Brother, 
dying, know the Lord: For all ſhall know 
i from the kaſe ta the greateſt. Iur 1 m_ 
SI IH WM: Lien ; p 
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be mercifuluntotheirUnrighteouſneſs, andthy 
Sins and their Iniquities will 1 remember » 
more, This Covenant 1s called by Ezet::,, 
Covenant of Peace, Ezek. 34, 25. 4", 4 
\ But, according to the Opinion of the 7ew, 
all Men were to be admitted into the Jy. 
Fo Covenant of Circumcifion, by the Fu 
nder their King the Meffiah, the Old C» 
venant muſt have always remain'd, nor hal 
there been anyRoom for a New ; andconl: 
quently no Promiſe had been made of mak 
ing ſuch New Covenant, which implies : 
Piſlolution of the Old. Had not the Blc. 
fings and Curſes, by which the Law « 
Moſes was enforc'd, been of a temporal Ni 
ture, 1t had not been ſaid, That God vijitet! 
the Sins of the Father's upon the Children int 
the third and fourth Generation of then 
that hate him, nor that he ſheweth Mercy it 
thouſands, as being the Pojterity of them thit 
love him, and keep bis Commandments. Fo 
God can by no means be ſuppos'd to puril 
the Children in a future Lite, for the Vt: 
fences of their Parents, nor to reward th! 
Poſterity of good Men on Account of thei 
Fathers Obes, And unleſs a Chang! 
had: been intended of the Terms of the Ce 
venant, and conſequently of the Coyznant 
itſelf, it had not been faid by [aiah, 5 
hold ! lcreate new Heavens, and a new Eaitl; 
and the former ſhall not be remembred, 
come into Mind.------»--T here fhall be no " 
; whe 7, them 


C 0p] 


b hence an Infant of Days, nor an old Mai 
Wt hath not filPd his Days; for the Child 
W..// dic an hundred Tears old, but the Sinner 
8: 12 hundred Years old fhall be accurſed. 
W .dcr that Covenant it ſhall not be thought 
Curſe to die young, nor ſhall ſuch a Per- 
bn be thought to be depriy'd of the Bleſſing 
110x2d to the Obſervance of the Law ; nor 
all he that arrives at old Age, and falls 
vietly into his Grave, be concluded from 
hence to have been Partaker of the Bleffing 


1nex'd to the Obſervance of the Law ; but 
; he has dy'd in a State of Impenitence or 


inbelief, ſhall be deem'd ro be under the 
urſe and Condemnation of it. Neither 
1)! an old Man be thought to ſuffer as a 
rſon under the Curſe and Condemnation: 
f the Law, on Account of his being taken 
wt by ſome unforeſeen, and unexpeted 
each. And they ſhall build Houſes and. 
habit them: and they ſhall plant Vinc- 
ards, and eat the Fruit of them. They 
jall not build, and another inhabit ; they 
jal! not plant, and another eat ; for as the 
days of the Tree, arc the Days of my Peo- 
le, and mine Ble& ſhall long enjoy the. 
-- WR 01k of their Hands. In theſe Words the 
a 8 ophet alludes to the Tree of Life, and 
lainly intimates that .not teraporal, but 
zr121 Enjoyments ſhould be covenanted 
"WP"> 55 the Portion of the- People of God, 
"© confequently fuch as could ge on 
ent 
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left to others, nor wn any wiſe be tak 
away. from them. And certainly when t}, 
Old, Covenant was diffoly*'d, and it pleas; 
God to enter into a new and better Coven 
with Mankind, the Zews, as well a4] 
other Nations, had very great Reaſon to}, 
willing to enter into it. But the Fews hal 
more eſpecial Reaſon readily to embrac« thy 
Liberty wherewith CurisT hath made y 
free, from the Conſideration of the Bondig 
of the Law, For as the Law was given y 
Moſes, 1o Grace and Truth came by ]x: 
CyRisT, And indeed very. great was ty 
Bondage of the Law, a Curſe being 
nquncd againſt every Tranſgreſſion ot i 
A Yoke, lays St, Peter, which neither ww; m 
our Fathers were able to bear. But ya i 
we confider the Advantage of living in the 
true Faith and Fear of God, we mul! ne 
acknowledge it much better ro have 11! 
even under the Few:/bþ Covenant, und 
whick ſome of the beſt Men complain 
that the 'Terrors of the Lord diſtrafted then 
than to have enjoy'd that falſe and deccit 
Liberty Wherein the Gentiles rejoic'd and 
gloried, How exceeding great then s (it 
Happineſs of being admitted into the Nev 
Covenaftt, which Cur1sT hath' purchas 
for us by his own Blood; 


| Nor could the Fews juſtly objedt, that 


having already enter*d into a Coyenan.! 
"IEICE ' Works 


Bo 


Works, they could not now enter into a Co- 
venant of Faith, this being a manifeſt fal-_ 
ling of from, and a Breach of their former 
Covenant. For a Covenant may be difloly'd, 
and can then no longer be of any Force or 
ECbligation. Know ,ye not Brethren, lays 
the Apoſtle, ( for ſpeak unto thum that 
buw the Law, ) how that the Law hath Do- 
minion over a Man as long as he liveth, or as 
mo as it tiveth, for it may be tranſlated et- 
ber Way, and under/tood in either or both 
Senſes. For as a Covenant being diffoly'd 
s dead, and of no Force, with ReſpeCt to 
the Parties contraQting; ſo may the Partics 
contrating; as ſoon as the Covenant is dil- 
ſoly'd, be conſider'd as dead alſo with reſpett 
tothe Covenant, as being no longer oblig'd 
by Virtue of ſuch Covenant. And this is 
Illuftrated by the Example of a Marriage 
ontraft, which Example the Apoſtle ſeems 
0 have made ule of, becauſe the Covenahtt 
ade between God and the Children of 
[ral is frequently repreſented in' the Old 
eltament under the Figure of ſuch a Con- 
act, Hence, relinquiſhing the Worſhip of 
od, and falling into Idolatry, is call'd 
dultery. And in the Paſlage but row 
woted 1t 18 ſaid in the Hebrew, Hhich Co- 
erant they brake, altho' I was an Husband 
to them, ſaith the Lord. A Woman theti, 
ays the Apoſtle, that hath an Husband is 
ound by the Law or Marriage ContraQ tv 

| oh OM TIN 
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her Husband, ſo long as he liveth : But i; 
the Husband be dead, fhe is loos'd from th 
Law of her Husband, or from the Contra4 
made with him. For the Contra is 4; 
much void as if both Parties were dead, and 

| therefore both Parties may be conſider'd 1; 

dead, with Refpe@ to the Marriage Con 
trad. So then, it while her Husband liy:- 
eth, ſhe be married to another Man, #: 
ſhall be call'd an Adultreſs : But if her Hus. 
band be dead, ſhe is freed from that Lay, 
or the Bond of the Marriage Contra®Q ; 
that ſhe is no Adultreſs, tho? ſhe be married 
to another Man. Wherefore, my Brethren, 
ye alſo are become dead to the Law or fri 
Covenant, which is not only broken o! your 
Part, but which God hath diffoly'd, by 
purchaſing a new and better Covenant, by 
the Body, or through the Death and Sacr: 
fice of his Son, that ye ſhould be marrie! 
to, or enter into.a new Contract as it were 
with another, even to, or with him, who 
is rais'd From the Dead, that we might 
bring. foxth Fruit unto God, through a true 
Faith in him. For tho? God be one and the 
| ſame God both before Cur 157% Suffering? 
and fince, both before the Purchaſe of onr 
Redemption was paid, and fifce that "Time, 
/et 1t is manifeſt that he bears a different Rc: 

Litian towards us fince that Time, from 
what he did before; and certainly a due Ac- 
knowledgment of fuch new Relation of God 
EO towards 
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E yards uss muſt imply an entering into a 
E wy Covenant with him. And he I re-. 
C jects chis Covenant is neither thankful to 
E God, on Account of his having purchasd 
| the Remiſſion of our Sins, and our eternal 
S <1lyations, through the Death of his DON ; 
Lo.) Can in any wile be {aid 'o'G; worſhip the 
trac God. 


| There 1s another Objettion made by the 
| 7-3 and Fudaizing Chriſtians againit the 
| Doctrine of Juſtification by Faith, which is 
by St. Pau] thus exprels'd, But if our Un- 
r1ghtcouſneſs commend the Righteouſneſs of 
God, what ſhall we ſay? Is God unrighteous 
who taketh Vengeauce? TI ſpeak as a Man, 
| or in the Hay of human Reaſoning. God for- 
bi; for then how ſhall God judge the Horld? 
Fr if the Truth of God hath more avounded 
through my Lie unto his Glory, why yer am 1 
| 3/ſo judg*d as a Sinner * And not rath'r as 
we be flanderoufly repdrted, and as fome {fir in 
it we ſay, let us do Evil that Gaod mas 
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| have before obſerv'd, that the Ls 
concluded from the Denunciation of a Curiz 
i the Law of Moſes againit every Trant- 

#refton of the Law, that no one could be 
jay or accepted of God without a per- 

(et Obſervance of the whole Law, which 
icy therefore inferr'd to be a Thing prati- 
| WA cable 
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_ cable by every Man. Hence it was, thy 
they look'd upon the Doftrine of Remnifſiy 
of Sins, and of Juſtification through fuc 
Remiſſion on Condition of Faith in Cy: 
Jzsvs, as a DoQtine that utterly ſubyerte 
the Law, and gave every Man a free [.. 
\ cence to Sin. For if the Free Pardon « 
Sin on Condition of Faith in Curtsr as the 
Son of God and Purchaſer of ſuch Pardo 
for us, in Conſequence of the Promiſe mad; 
fo Abraham, That in his Seed all Familie: jj 
the Earth ſhould be bleſſed, was ſuppovd t 
contribute to the Advancement of God! 
Glory, or to the Illuftration of his Truth 
and Goodneſs; the Conſequence, they ima. 
gined, would be, that the more Sins were 
pardon'd, the more the divine Glory woul! 
he illuſtrated; and conſequently the more 
wicked a Man ſhould be, ' the more the 6: 
vine Glory would be advanc'd by him, isgi- 
ving an Occaſion of ſhewing more abundan! 
Mercy in the Forgiveneſs of hisWickednefkes 


oO 


That the Zewifh Doftrine of Juſtification 
by Works was utterly ſubverſive of the Law, 
has been obſery'd already : But that any 
ſuch Conf, equence follow'd from the Do&rine 
of Juſtification by Faith, 'as maintain'd by 
true Chri/tians, the Apoſtle abſolutely &- 
mes, affirming it, to be utterly inconliſtea! 
with the Nature, End, and Deſign of the 
Chriſtian Baptiſm, and of'the Cbri/tran Re: 


EH 1 
ligion. *Tis true, the greater the Sin is 
that is pardon'd, ' provided it can be done 

conſiſtently with the Support of the divine 

Authority, or of the Authority of the di- 
vine Laws, the more the divine Glory is 
thereby illuſtrated, the more may Grace be 
zroperly ſaid to abound; but this Support 
of the divine Authority muſt neceſſarily 
ſuppoſe ſome Conditions to be pertorm®d on 
our Side. For if the Forgiveneſs of Sin be 
unconditional, then the Law is made void. 
And theſe Conditions, fince all Men are 

Sinners, can be no other than Faith and 
Repentance; not barely a true Faith, nor 
barely Repentance; but a true Faith in the 
firit Place, without which there can indeed 
be no true Repentance, and Repentance, or 
lincere Obedience and Thankfulneſs, in con- 
ſequence of ſuch Faith. Sha/l we continue 
in Sin, ſays the Apoſtle, 'that Grace may 
wound? Goa forbid. How fhal! we who are 
dead to Sin, hve any longer therein? Know 
ye not that ſo many of us, as were baptiz'd 
mto Jeſus  Ghrift, were baptized into his 

Death® Therefore we are buried with him 

by Bapti/m into Death : That like as Chriſt 


< WY 45 915d from the Dead by the Power of 
'”: Father, 'and to the Advancement - of his 
a &/7y, through the Operation of the Holy 
8 vt Ewen /o we alſo ſhould walk in News 


ſs of Life, glorifying God thereby, in Hope 
f the like glorious Reſtrreftion through the 
Operation 


[286-3 
| Operation of the ſame Spirit, We Chri/uy 


ought as much to abltain from the {inf l 
Cuſtoms and Prattices of the World, : ji q 
we were dead and remov*'d out of it, n/ ; 
ſo had nothing to do with it. And thi; j by 
imply'd in the Right of Baptiſm, which i WK. 
_ not only Repreſentative of Cas :s7's Death i... 


and Returreftion, but of our dying to vin, 
and living 1a Newnels of Life, and of oy 
own future Refurre&ion to life eternal, 
Condition of our ſa doing, 


Sin ſhall not have Dominion over you, 
any Power over you to your Condemnation; 
tor ye are not under the Law, but unde 
Grace. What then? ſhall we fin becaute 
we are not under the Law, but under Grace! 
Shall we conclude that Licence is given un 
to us of committing all Wickedneſs, becaul 
we are not under the Law which denouricts 
a Curſe againſt every Tranſgreſhion of 11, 
but under that gracious Dilpenſation which 
offers us Pardon of Sins, on Condition ot 
Faith in CHrisT Jes8vs? God forbid, Know 
ye not, that to whom ye yield yourtelve 
| Servants to obey; his Servants you at 

whom you obey ; whether of Sin unto Dezt!, 
or of Obedience unto Righteouſneſs? 1: 
Chriſtian Dottrine of Juſtification by Fath 
is not intended to encourage Sin, but to pre 
' vent Deſpair; and conſequently not to male 
youd the Law, but co eſtabliſh it. Nor cal 


the 
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ke Law of Nature as a divine Law, be poſli- 
ly c{tabliſt*d upon any other Principle. For 
aw, 28 ſuch, muſt require exa&t Obedi- 
nce, The ſaying Dt» Law; in any Point 
hatfoever, does not require ablolnte Sub- 
fon and Obedience, 1s ſaying, that in 
< particular Point it is no Law, It is ab- 
id to think, that a Law as ſuch ſhould 
bligz and not oblige, acquit and condemn, 
it be granted then, that what has been 
© done can't be undone, it muſt neceflari- 
r follow, that whoſoever has once tranſ- 
rels'd the Law, muſt be always look'd on 
$ an 2&tual Tranfſgreffor of the Law, and 
niequently as a Perſon under the Con- 
emnation of it, Since then we can be no 
terwite juftify*d or accepted of God as 
ohreous Perfona, than through Forgivenels 
F our Sins, as being all Sinners, and under 
Incapacity of fulfilling the whole Law, 
& Condition of Juftification on our Side 
Int be fomerhing different from a perfe&t 
blervarice of the whole Law. For it is 
dent to Reaſon and Experience, that by 
© Works of the Law no Man living can 
 uitify'd. And this Condition can't pol- 
dy, without making void the divine Law 
uch, as T have before obſery'd, be ſup- 
5 to be any other than a true Faith, and 
* Repentance, or ſincere Obedience mn 
ilequence of ſuch Faith. For it is evi- 
i to Reaſon that without Faith m- the 

true 
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trite God, there can be no ſuch Thing , 
Submiſſion and Obedience to the true (9, 
"The beſt moral A@ions are no otheryij; 
 AQts of Obedience, and conſequently 
otherwiſe acceptable to God, than as th, 
proceed from a true Faith; nor is a try; 
Faith, generally ſpeaking, ſufficient to gy 
_ Juſtification, unleſs it be produQtive of goo 

Works. The ſuppoling in general, thate: 
| ther a true Faith is ſufficient to our Juftihe 
tion without Repentance. and good Work: WM «i 
in conſequence thereof, or that Repentan: Wi 
and good Works are ſufficient to our Juſtif 
cation without a true Faith, are Principle 
equally ſubverſive of the Authority oj ths 
divine Law. But the acquiring a tru 
Faith, and the Performance of ſincere, tg: 
| perfe& Obedience, in Conſequence ol iuk WM n« 
Faith, is all that can poſhbly be done on WW c: 
our Part, and conſequently all that ca b» WW 1 
 tuppos'd to be requir'd of us, in Caſe wes 
capable of obtaining Acceptance with God, 
upon any Terms whatſoever. 

But then, in Order to make us capable 
Acceptance with God, upon theſe graciov iſ 
Terms, conſiſtently with the Support of tie WW: 
Authority of the divine Law, there nut bt 
| lomething done for us on God's Part, For 
ſuch Acceptance can't ariſe from the Nature 
of the Law as ſuch, and muſt conſequently i: 
proceed from ſomething external to im: 


[aw 
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| 7.aw, out of Conſideration whereof our Sint 
| muſt be ſuppos'd to be pardon'd, HEY 


Nor does. it from hence follow, nor from 


nels, that ſomething therefore has, or will 
be done of God, that will aQtually. in the 
Eyerit procure the Salvation of all Men; 
nor that the Adminiſtration of the divine 
Government will be ſo, carried ofi, as that 
no Being whatſoever ſhall be finally con- 
demn'd, or utterly excluded from all the Be- 
 nchts and Privileges of the divine Govern- 
ment, and adjudg'd to an eternal Sufterance 
of the Penalty of the Law. But yet wemay 
from thence conceive reaſonable Hopes, that 
God in Fa& has done, and will do, all that is 
neceſſary on his Part, in order to make us 
we may reaſonably ſuppoſe, that ſomething 
poſſibly may be done on God's Part, which 
may Rang frail Creatures as Men are, 
capable, upon certain Terms and Conditions, 


even after willful Tranſgrefſions,. without 
giving up the Authority of his Laws; fo 
we may with equal, Reaſon conclude that 
Beings may be plac'd in ſuch Circumſtances, 
2s that any one willful A& of Diſobedience 
may be abſolutely unpardonable; and that 
beings plac'd in whatſoever Circumſtatices 
may ſo far offend, as to become utterly 

7 Ss OY incapabic 


the Conſideration jointly of the divine Good- 


capable of being accepted by him. - And as. 


ol being pardon'd and accepted by him, 
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incapable of being ever admitted into the 


divine Favour, on any Account, or on any 
Terms and Conditions whatſoeyer. For the 
contrary Suppolition would be utterly ub. 
verfive of the Authority of the divine Ly 


It is evidetitly neceſſary for the gener] 
Benefit of the Creation, that all ſhould h: 


under the Government of an abſolutely wile, 


powerful, and good Governor —And inde:d 
thould an abſolutely wiſe and powertul Be 
ing cxercile no Government over his Cres- 
tures, he could not be look*'d upon as ab{e- 
lutely good, It can't therefore be confifient 
with God's Goodneſs to pardon any willlul 
Tranſgreſior of his Law, unlefs eficQual 


_ Care be taken, that the Authority of his 
Law may not ſufter, nor be impair'd there 


by. Hence then ariſes a clear Proof of th: 
Truth of the Chri/tian Religion in Oppo 
tion to all others, its Principles beirig the 
only Principles upon which the Authority 
even of the Law' of Nature, as a divine 
Law, can be ſupported and eftabliſh'd. Any 
this Argument 1s drawn from the Natur 
and Realon of Things, and leaves the Argu 


ments in Defence of the Chriſtian Religjot) 


drawn from Miracles and Prophecies, in their 


full Force. 


It may eaſily be percciv'd from the fore 
going Obſervations, that Arianiſm, Socin 
. OR Qntſm, 


yd ] 

unilms Deiſms Fudaiſm as it now ſubſiils, 
Fd 1hammediſm, ate founded, in a great 
Ncaſure, upon one and the ſame Principle ; 
and that. cach of them is in Fatt ſubveritve 
bf che divine Authoricy, and of the divine 
Laws, as ſuppoſing the Forgiveneſs of Sins 
Wo be an Efledt of meer arbitrary Will. 


Bu here it will be ohje&ted, that the Sup- 
roſa] of the Son of God's luitering for the 
ins of the World, or in order to obtain 
Remifion of Sins for us, on Condition of 
ith in tim, will not ſolve the Dithculty, 
ut rather argue Cruelty in him who rc- 
urd ſuch a Satisfaction. But it ought to 
x: obſery'd, that the giving up of the di- 
jine Authority, or of the Authority of the 
vinc Law, would be a manitelt Piece of 
'ruclty to the whole Creation; and that ir 
annot be conceiv'd, and that the Chri/fia 
Religion does not ſuppoſe, that the Father 
ad requir'd the undergoing luch Sutterings 
pf his Son, unleſs his Son in Compliance 


vith his Father's Will, had freely and vo- 


| 

" WBuitarily conſented to have undergone them ; 

IC "W | . | 

x or that his Son had freely and voluntarily 
. WF" nted to have undergone them, unlets 
_ WE order to the ſhewing forth of the inhnice 


ercy and Goodneſs of his Father towards 
is Creaturgs, and conſequently of his own 
wrnes Mercy and Goodneſs towards them 
lio, as being in Union with the Father, 
WEE 2 Or {upreme 


diate Subjets of -the Kingdom of God, t, 


real Occafion, for exhibiting Tome extraor 


| God ſhould be look'd upon by his more in 


and {uffer'd, —_— to his own Declarz 


Lys. 3 


iupreme Governor over all Things, to the 
End that not only the Salvation of Mex 
might be procur'd, but the' more gene;1] 
Good might be promoted thereby. 'F: 
certainly it cart but be Matter of inexpref. 
lible SatisfaCtion to all ſuch as either already 
are, or ſhall hereafter be, the more imme 


have continually before their Eyes ſuc!, ir 
illuftrious Evidence, ſuch a viſible Mon. 
ment of the Mercy and Goodneſs of tl; 
{ſupreme Governor. This mult needs be ar 
eternal Source of Joy to Angels as well x 
Men. Befides, it ſeems probable from the 
Scripture Account, that there might br 1 


mad Ho MY AS LO ICT ICY). ran enoniaamny © 


dinary Inſtance of Mercy, arifing from th: 
particular Circumſtances of the iallen An 
gels. For it was in no wiſe expedient that | 


mediate Subjes, as a God of Juſtice in {6 
{trict a Senſe, as nat to be alfo a God 
Mercy. PO gey + ML Moon OE On $i i 


That J=esvs, whom Chri/t1ans protels to 
be the Son of God, aCtually was ſuch, mu 
be prov'd by other Arguments, But i: !! 
may beevidently made to appear, thar jt: 
attually was the Son of Gad; I hope it will 
be granted, that he came inta the World 


- 
S 


tion, to this End and 


= k 
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urpoſe, among wy 
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hat whoſoever beligveth in him might nat 
| ;vriſh, but have everlaſting Life. It may be 
oa proper to obſerye, that there is a vaſt 
Difference between not knowing, that Par- 


ticular Method, and is offer'd upon ſuch 
Tcrms and Conditions, which may unayoid- 
ly be the Call with forme Pair of che 
Hcacrhen World ; and the denying the Truth 
of ſuch Redemption, and rejefting thoſe 


ſurpriſing, that the Zewsſb Dottrine of Jul- 
thcation by Works, ſhould for fo many 
Apes be not rightly underſtood, or elſe not 
duely actended to as a. Zewih Doftrine by 


the Subverſion of the Fewih State. For 
when the Zews came to con{ider how leyere- 
ly the Nation had felt the divine Vengeance, 
they were fo far from inſiſting any longer 
ypon their own Rihcoonlacs, that they 
were ready enough to confeſs themſelves to 
> grieyous Sinners; and even imputed the 


to deliver them, to the Sins of the People. 
Itis no Wonder then, that after the Zews 
had entirely reje&ted this Principle, it ſhould 
in Proceſs of Time be in a Manner forgotten, 
or at leaſt ceaſe to be conſider'd as a Fewifp 
at NE oooh ts | : 


Jon of Sins has been -purchas'd in fuch par- 


Terms and Conditions, when offer'd and 
made known to ys. It may perhaps ſeem 


C:ri/tians. But the Reaſon is plain, viz. 


Non-appearance of their expeQted Meſſiah 


But 


the Vail in reading the Law of 12/e; ;; 


'Tranſgreflors of the Law, and by confining 
their Notion of the pronis'd Redemption 


being enforc'd VE future. Rewards and Py. 


E - #943 


- But tho? the modern 7 ews Are ready 
<nough to confeſs themſelves Sinners, yet 


even to this Day upon their Heart, nor i; 
the ſpiritual End and Dehgn of the [y 
rightly underſtood by them ; neither }:zy; 
they Senſe and Underitanding to perceiye, 
that by owning themſelves Sinners and 


to a tempoxsal Kind and Nature, they de- 
clare themſelves, even upon their own Pr: 
ciples of a future State, and of Moſes's Lay 


niſhments, which was far from being tl 
Caſe of the primitive Zews, to be unde: 
the eternal Curſe and Condemnation of the: 
own Law, 


The EXD of the Firſt Part 
8 W065 
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In the IntroduQtion p. 1. U. 7, after wholly, add, 
iſt, and p. 2. of Introduttion 7. 18. after in dele 
| the, and add, that particular Method rather than any 


| athers as well as into the Nature of the Promiſe made to, 


and of the Covenant made with Abraham, { found my= 
felf eblig*d further to enquire into the Opinions of the 
Primitive Jews, but chiefly and principally into the Opi= 
nicns held by the Jews at the Time of our Saviour's Ap= 
pearance in the World, more eſpecially with Relation to 
the Law of M oles, Circumciſion, the Promiſe made to 


| Abraham, the Meſſiah and the Nature of his Kingdom, 


without the Knowledge werey I perceiv'd that neither 
mr Saviour's Diſcourſes with the Jews could be rightly 
under/tcod, nor the Reaſoning of St. Paul with the Jews 


and Fudaizing Chriſtians, not doubting but a right Un- | 


derſtanding of the Nature of the Chriftian Religion, and 
of the Objefttons urg*d aganft it in the Time of our Savui= 
our and his Apoſtles, and of the Anſwers given thereunto, 
would open a Way for | Es 
P. 9g. l. 4. after of, add, the. 
P. 12. l. 29. after themſelves, add as. 


P, 14. t, 1, and at bottom of the foregoing Page for - 


Mortality, read Immorality, 
P. 16H. 4. 10, for always, read almoſt. 
P. 23. TL. 3. from bottom for amidſt, read, midſt. 
P. 24. 4. 24. for agreeable, read, agreeably. - 


v. 37. d. 1. for in, read, into. 
P. 41. /. 21. after alſo, add, of. | 
P. 46. L. 16. afterPrecept, is the beginning of a new 


Seritence. 


P. 47 


<& 
« [. 

Ne 2 

4 

l. 22. for Prieſts, read, Prieſt. 2b. /. 24. 


97. l. 19. for unto, read into. 


P. 100. L. 22. after Mankind, add, the Father. 
P. 106, L. 6. and P. 126. 7. 6. for right, read, rite. 


. 34+ 4. 4. from bottom, for Offence, read, Offences. 
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